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Wangduephodrang Dzong  
Seriously Damaged by Fire
A tragic fire accident on June 24, 2012 led to the loss of one of the 
most important and historic heritage sites in Bhutan, the Wang-
duephodrang Dzong. It is one of the historically and architec-
turally most significant dzongs (Buddhist fortified monasteries) 
found in the Himalayas. Fortunately, all the precious nangtens 
(relics) were saved. In the meantime, considerable funds have 
been provided for the reconstruction of the Dzong. The Minis-
try of Home and Cultural Affairs of Bhutan undertook a detailed 
documentation and assessment of the condition of the remaining 
structure of the Dzong from July 5, 2012 onwards. A compre-
hensive report on the findings of the survey was prepared and 

submitted to the government. According to the Ministry of Home 
and Cultural Affairs the main objective of this project is to rebuild 
Wangduephodrang Dzong to its former appearance incorporating 
state-of-the-art technology in terms of disaster resilience meas-
ures and traditional architecture (see also http://www.mohca.gov.
bt/?p=6206). 
The reconstruction works began in January 2014 and are 

expected to be completed within five years. Below is the above-
mentioned report by the Division for Conservation of Herit-
age Sites (Department of Culture, Ministry of Home & Cultural 
Affairs, Royal Government of Bhutan), published October 15, 
2012.
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Wangduephodrang Dzong, the fire of June 24, 2012 
(photo: Dawa Knight)

The ruins of Wangduephodrang Dzong after the fire 
(photos: Yeshey Dorji, Choki Gyeltshen)
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