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anDREY E. nEGin

a beaRded Face-Mask helMet  

FRoM the collection oF the national MuseuM  

in belgRade

an EXamPLE oF muTuaL inFLuEnCES oF aRmamEnT TRaDiTionS  

aT ThE Roman FRonTiER

the ciRcuMstances oF discoveRy

among the corpus of Roman »parade« armour 1, we can highlight a helmet in the collection of the national 
museum in Belgrade (narodni muzej Beograd [nmB], inv. no. 2874/iii; figs 1-2) 2. This exemplar is a unicum, 
usually considered to form its own class in the typology of Roman facemask helmets. The earliest informa
tion available for the helmet comes from E. Engelhardt, the French consul in Belgrade, who in 1869 photo
graphed the mask in the museum in Belgrade; he assumed that the item was a legionary helmet 3. 
E. Engelhardt reports that the helmet was found in 1854 on the bank of the Danube in the vicinity of 
Semendria 4. F. Kanitz attributes the same provenance to this exemplar 5. Subsequent publications of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries invariably indicated Semendria (modern Smederevo, Podunavski okrug / SRB) as 

Fig. 1 Facemask helmet from the collection of the national museum in Belgrade (nmB, inv. no. 2874/iii) before restoration. – (after 
Grbić 1958, pls XLV-XLVI).
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the findspot of the helmet 6. it is only in the mid20th century studies of m. Grbić that the helmet was 
reported to have been found in the village of Kostol in the municipality of Kladovo (Borski okrug / SRB; 
ancient Pontes), near the remains of Trajan’s Bridge 7. it should be noted that another mask in the collection 
of the Belgrade national museum (inv. no. 2875/ii) is currently associated with Smederevo 8. That mask, 
however, was initially considered to have been found in Trstenik (Rasinski okrug / SRB), or, more precisely, in 
the vicinity of Goč and Tatarna 9. The modern attribution of the findspots of these two helmets leaves room 
for doubt, then, since there exists no clear information about how they were discovered, and no satisfactory 
explanation as to why the bearded helmet was initially associated with Semendria (Smederevo) and the 
mask depicting a young face with Trstenik (tab. 1) 10.

descRiption oF the helMet

The helmet consists of two parts: a mask and a calotte or bowl, firmly joined by a hook. The height, from 
the base of the chin to the peak of the bowl, measures 26 cm; its width is 21 cm. The mask represents a 
bearded male face with a low forehead. The eye, nose and mouth openings are cut out. in addition, there 
are small holes in the ears of the mask, presumably to aid the wearer’s hearing. Short curls cascade down 
almost to the eyebrows and are elaborated very artfully, both on the helmet bowl and in the beard on the 
mask. The entirety of the curly hair of the head and beard is scrupulously elaborated and carefully engraved. 
The nose is long and of a regular shape. The top of the helmet has traces of a fastening for a longitudinal 
crest, no longer preserved. on the bowl above the ears there are also loops to attach a feathered plume. 

Fig. 2 Facemask helmet from the collection of the national museum in Belgrade (nmB, inv. no. 2874/iii) after restoration. – (after 
Popović 1988, 107 f.).
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The lower edges of the bowl and mask have a row of 
holes designed for sewing in an organic lining. The hori
zontal cutoff at the cheekbones and behind the ears cre
ates a wide neck opening, allowing for easy donning. 
The helmet is a wonderful item depicting extremely nat
uralistic male traits with individualised details. Taken in its 
entirety the helmet is unique, but the decorative design 
of its mask finds comparison in the bearded mask from 
Stockstadt am main (Lkr. aschaffenburg / D) 11. Fragments 
of the latter mask, representing the left half of a face 
with hair on the forehead, a beard, moustache and 
whiskers, were found in the vicus south of the Roman 
fortress during excavations in 1962 (fig. 3). The curly hair 
on the Stockstadt helmet is not as naturalistic as that of 

publication provenance material date
Engelhardt 1870, 76 Semendria iron early 1st century aD
Benndorf 1878, 18 Semendria bronze 1st century BC
von Lipperheide 1896, 328 Semendria iron 1st century aD
hoffiller 1910/1911, 208 Semendria bronze –
Garašanin / Garašanin 1951, pl. XViii unknown  

provenance
– –

manoZisi 1954, 16 Semendria iron early 2nd century aD
Post 1954, 117 f. Semendria bronze –
Grbić 1952/1953, 200; 1958, 72 Kostol bronze early 2nd century aD
Pjatysheva 1964, 27 Semendria iron early 2nd century aD
Garašanin / Kovačević 1961, pl. LII unknown  

provenance
– –

Robinson 1975, 108. 112 f. Semendria bronze 1st century BC
Garbsch 1978, 68 Kostol iron with bronze early 2nd century aD
haalebos 1982, 721 Kostol – early 2nd century aD
manoZisi 1982, 151 Semendria bronze 2nd century aD
Marjanović-Vujović / Krstic / Velickovic 1983, 78 Kostol iron with bronze 1st century aD
Popović 1984, 48 Kostol iron with bronze 1st century aD
Popović 1987, 177 Kostol iron with bronze early 2nd century aD
Popović 1988, 107 f. Kostol iron with bronze 1stearly 2nd century aD
Feugère 1994, 122 Kostol – –
Junkelmann 1996, 23 Kostol – 1stearly 2nd century aD
D'amato / Sumner 2009, 187 Kostol iron with silver 1st2nd century aD
negin 2010, 138 Kostol iron with bronze early 2nd century aD
narloch 2012a, 61 Kostol iron with bronze first half of the 1stfirst half  

of the 2nd century aD
Fischer 2012, 222 Semendria nonferrous 1stearly 2nd century aD

tab. 1 Comparative information from different publications about the bearded facemask helmet from the collection of the national 
museum in Belgrade (nmB, inv. no. 2874/iii).

Fig. 3 Bearded facemask helmet from Stockstadt am main (Lkr. aschaf
fenburg / D). – (Photo Stiftsmuseum der Stadt aschaffenburg).



538 A. E. Negin · A Bearded Face-Mask Helmet from the Collection of the National Museum in Belgrade

the helmet in Belgrade; the curls on the former are rather stylised and simplified, but they can be compared 
with contemporary Roman male, especially imperial, portraiture of the mid2nd century aD.
The bearded mask fastened to a helmet, then, is not unique in and of itself. The helmet bowl is a different 
story, however, as it does not have any close parallels. The helmet from Plovdiv / BG 12 is the closest compar
ison in design and shape (fig. 4). its iron bowl is made in a very similar style, representing a hairstyle of small 
curls crowned with a silver wreath. This example includes a neckguard and hence is closer to the usual 
hellenisticRoman armament tradition than the helmet in Belgrade. its mask, however, is made in an 
extremely realistic style, apparently reflecting the helmet owner’s individual traits.

coMpaRanda

in looking for comparanda for the helmet in the collection of the national museum in Belgrade, we should 
first pay attention to one of its unique features: as preserved, it lacks any protection for the back of the head 
and neck. as already noted, the lower edge of the mask and helmet bowl has a row of round holes intended 
for fastening a leather or cloth lining inside. in the rear, however, the helmet ends at the top edge of the ear 
and does not protect the back of the head or neck. it is possible, then, that this exemplar originally had a 
further protective element such as a scale aventail, now missing 13. Such an element can be seen in a num
ber of helmets from the Roman Danube region (in the territories of modern Bulgaria and Romania) and in 
Croatia 14 (figs 5-6). For example, a similar row of holes can be seen on the helmet from a burial in the vil
lage of Karaagach, modern Bryastovets (obl. Burgas / BG; fig. 5, 1) 15. in this case, the remains of a scale 
aventail were discovered together with the helmet. other examples of the spheroconical helmet type 16 
found on Roman sites or in the surrounding area (Đakovo [Osječko-baranjska županija / HR; fig. 5, 2] 17, 
Bumbeşti [jud. Gorj / RO; fig. 5, 3] 18, intercisa [Dunaújváros; Kom. Fejér / h; fig. 5, 4] 19) have exactly the 
same holes along the bottom edge of the bowl. in the archaeological literature these helmets are usually 
associated with either Sarmatian warriors from auxiliary units 20 or Levantine archers 21 (a Syrian from cohors 
I Hamiorum Sagittaria is depicted wearing a similar helmet on his tombstone 22, and similar examples are 
worn by archers in the reliefs on Trajan’s Column 23). 
There is also an unadorned bronze helmet, found at the Roman camp in Bumbeşti, where cohors IV Cypria 
civium Romanorum was stationed from aD 106 to 180. This exemplar has a number of peculiarities, namely, 

Fig. 4 Face-mask helmet from Plovdiv / BG. – (After Venedikov 1960, figs 9-10).
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traces of primitive repair and a lack of cheekpieces, neck-guard and finial, which were removed in antiquity. 
On the basis of these features, the archaeologists who published the Bumbeşti helmet have suggested that 
the Romans had prepared it for disposal in the armoury of the military camp 24. Judging by a number of 
holes along the edge of the bowl, the helmets from Bryastovets and Đakovo had neck protection that was 
not typical of the Roman armament tradition, in the form of an aventail, a clear sign of eastern influence 25. 
Exactly this kind of aventail can be seen in images of captured Sarmatian or Parthian segmented conical 
helmets in Roman reliefs (fig. 7, 1) 26. Indeed, the exemplar from Bryastovets was fitted with an aventail 
made of small bronze scales. But since the group of helmets in question is characterised by a solidforged 
bowl, one can speak of a merger of two armament traditions, Roman and Eastern. To judge by the magnif
icent and highly artistic decoration depicting gods of the GrecoRoman pantheon that can be found on 
some of those helmets, they were manufactured by Roman armourers for soldiers of auxiliary units (infantry 
and possibly cavalry). The bearded exemplar in Belgrade might be compared with this group of spherocon
ical helmets, since it is obvious that they were all provided with a scale aventail protecting the back of the 

Fig. 5 Spheroconical helmets from the Roman Danube region: 1 Bryastovets / Karaagach, obl. Bourgas / BG. – 2 Đakovo, Osječko-
baranjska županija / HR. – 3 Bumbeşti, jud. Gorj / RO. – 4 intercisa / Dunaújváros, Kom. Fejér / h. – (1 after Cat. new York 1977, pl. 15;  
2 photo R. D’Amato; 3 after Petculescu / Gheorghe 1979, 606; 4 after Szabó 1986, fig. 3).
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head. This element, otherwise quite rare in Roman helmets, presumably allows the localisation of the man
ufacture of this type of helmet in the Danube region, and the same would then hold true for the bearded 
helmet in Belgrade.

dating

Dating the Belgrade helmet is rather difficult. Since it was an accidental find and almost nothing is known 
about the circumstances of its discovery, an exact dating of the item’s deposition is impossible. only style 
offers some indication of its date of manufacture, though this remains necessarily imprecise.

Fig. 6 Scale aventail: 1 Bryastovets / Karaagach, obl. Bourgas / BG. – 2 Carlisle, Cumbria / GB. – (Photos a. E. negin).
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Fig. 7 Sarmatian helmets with scale aventail on Trajan’s Column and from burials from the territory of the Russian Federation: 1 Trajan’s 
Column reliefs. – 2 Gorodskoy, grave 6 (Rep. adygea / RuS). – 3 isakovskij burial ground, burial mound 6 (obl. omsk / RuS). – (Drawings 
a. E. negin).

Fig. 8 Barbarian helmets with scale aventail, dated to the 2nd century aD: 1 andreevskij burial mound, grave 50 (mordoviya / RuS). –  
2 Kipchakovskij i Kurganground burial, grave 56 (Bashkiria / RuS). – 3 Pil’ninskij i burial ground (obl. nizhny novgorod / RuS). – 
(Reconstruction a. E. negin / o. a. Radjush; drawing a. E. negin).
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Different researchers have offered different dates for the helmet (tab. 1). Following o. Benndorf, h. R. 
Robinson thought that this exemplar belonged to the 1st century BC 27. most publications, though, attribute 
this facemask helmet representing a bearded man to the 1st to 2nd centuries aD, and sometimes more 
precisely to the classicising portraiture of the hadrianic period, with reference to the widespread popularity 
of the beard and the appearance of the bearded emperor’s images 28. Such arguments, however, are not 
decisive, since there exist many sculptural portraits dating to the very end of the 1st century BC and the 
1st century aD that represent bearded men and are made in a very similar fashion 29. more important for the 
stylistic dating is the unusual shape of the helmet with imitation of short curly hair coming down in larger 
curls and its elaborated quite elegantly, not resembling stylised little curly locks. The only stylistically similar 
helmet, the already noted example from Plovdiv, dates to the mid1st century aD 30. The bowls of both hel
mets are quite similar in shape and decorative design. as with the Belgrade exemplar, the top of the Plovdiv 
helmet bears the remains of a crest fastening 31, but its bowl is also furnished with a laurel wreath in silver. 
Despite the fact that the mask from Plovdiv is ostensibly similar to the welldated facemask helmet from 
homs (Emesa / SYR) 32, I. Venedikov dated the former not to the first quarter of the 1st century aD 33, but 

Fig. 9 author’s hypothetical reconstruction of the bearded facemask helmet from the collection of the national museum in Bel grade. – 
(Drawing a. E. negin).
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rather to the period following the integration of Thrace into the Roman Empire (aD 4546) 34. Further, 
according to i. Venedikov, the masks from moesia should be dated still later, following his theory of an east
ern – and more precisely a Thracian – genesis for facemask helmets 35.
it can be supposed that the helmet in Belgrade was initially identical to the exemplar from Plovdiv, but at 
the customer’s request, the helmet’s neckguard was removed and its lower edge bent outward, pierced and 
fitted with a scale aventail (fig. 8). Its bearded mask, however, is unique and it is difficult to answer defini
tively whether it was intended to be a portrait of the helmet’s owner. The realism of the piece, which repre
sents particular and individual facial traits (an elderly face with nasolabial folds, brow creases and thick 
eyebrows), suggests that it is not simply a generic Trajanicera portrait. it seems impossible, though, to offer 
a more exact date for the bearded helmet in Belgrade than the middle of the 1st to the beginning of the 
2nd century aD.

conclusion

The Romans’ constant clashes with their powerful neighbours across the Danube, the Dacians and 
Sarmatians, in the second half of the 1st century AD could not but influence the armament traditions of both 
sides. it is wellknown that the Romans willingly adopted useful innovations in armament, which could be 
dictated by the need to counter a new enemy armed with specific and dangerous arms. One can observe, 
for example, the spread of laminar arm protection (manica lamminata) among the Romans after clashes 
with Dacians who used the falx, a broad crescent-curved sword fixed on a long handle (about 1 m long) 36. 
neck protection in the form of the aventail came into use for different reasons, but was also the result of 
mutual influences on armament tradition. These helmets must have been worn by soldiers who had come 
from areas where such armour was in wide use. Though serving in the Roman army, they brought their own 
tastes and styles to the creation of armament systems in their auxiliary units. Judging by the reliefs on 
Trajan’s Column and by archaeological finds (figs 7. 9) 37, elements of scale neck protection commonly used 
by the Sarmatians were adopted by Roman auxiliary forces. however, the reverse also occurred. Either under 
the influence of trends in fashion, or on being awarded with Roman armament for their service, such sol
diers could wittingly or unwittingly employ a »mixed« armour ensemble, combining intertwined elements 
of different armament traditions. This is excellently demonstrated by the bearded helmet in the collection of 
the national museum in Belgrade. as with the Thracian aristocrats whose helmets were adorned with 
Roman award wreaths, the owner of the Belgrade helmet perceived himself among the Romanised aristoc
racy, whose ranks he had joined thanks to his loyalty and military exploits.

notes

 1) Benndorf 1878. – Drexel 1924. – Robinson 1975, 107135. – 
Garbsch 1978. – Cat. SaintGermainenLaye 1991. – Jun kel
mann 1996. – Born / Junkelmann 1997. – negin 2010. – 
narloch 2012a.

 2) Benndorf 1878, 17 f. pl. 1, 12. – von Lipperheide 1896, 328 
fig. 259. – Kanitz 1904, 151. – hoffiller 1910/1911, 208 
fig. 35. – Garašanin / Garašanin 1951, pl. XViii. – manoZisi 
1954, 16. – Grbić 1952/1953, 200 fig. 4; 1958, 72 pls XLIII-
XLVI. – Garašanin / Kovačević 1961, pl. LII. – Pjatysheva 1964, 

27 fig. 19a. – Cat. Petronell 1973, no. 1. – Robinson 1975, 
112 pl. 309. – Garbsch 1978, 68 cat. o 32 pl. 23, 3. – haalebos 
1982. – Mano-Zisi 1982, 116 f. fig. 74. – Marjanović-Vujović /  
Krstic / Velickovic 1983, 78 f. cat. 58. – Popović 1984, 48 
fig. 81; 1987, 177. – Popović 1988, 107 f. – Feugère 1994, 
122. – Junkelmann 1996, 23 fig. 33. – D’amato / Sumner 
2009, 187 fig. 271. – negin 2010, 138 fig. 186. – narloch 
2012a, 61 fig. 8. – Fischer 2012, 222 fig. 325.

 3) Longpérier 1869.



544 A. E. Negin · A Bearded Face-Mask Helmet from the Collection of the National Museum in Belgrade

 4) Engelhardt 1870.

 5) Kanitz 1904, 151.

 6) Benndorf 1878, 17 f. pl. 1, 12. – von Lipperheide 1896, 328 
fig. 259. – hoffiller 1910/1911, 208.

 7) Grbić 1952/1953, 201; 1958, 75.

 8) Grbić 1952/1953, 199-201; 1958, 74 f. – Robinson 1975, 115 
pls 326327.

 9) Kanitz 1909, 92.

10) unfortunately, there are as yet no published data clarifying the 
circumstances of the discovery that could directly link the 
bearded helmet to Trajan’s Bridge. We can only hope that the 
national museum in Belgrade will eventually publish docu
ments relating to the transfer of the helmet to the museum in 
1854, which could resolve all doubts related to the circum
stances of the find.

11) Garbsch 1978, 66 pl. 20, 3.

12) Djakovič 1906/1907. – Filov 1923. – Venedikov 1960, 145 f. 
figs 910. – Garbsch 1978, 62 pl. 17, 12. – Junkelmann 1996, 
49 fig. 50.

13) it is obvious that this helmet is unique in having clear evidence 
of use for military purposes: its additional protective element, 
the scale aventail. it is thus unnecessary to speak of either a 
tournament or a parade and ceremonial use. i refrain here 
from reopening the long discussion over whether facemask 
helmets could be used in combat conditions, but refer in ter
ested readers to the following publications: Benndorf 1878; 
Lindenschmit 1881; Junkelmann 1996, 5153; Bartman 2005; 
narloch 2012a, 3544; 2012b; negin / Kyrychenko 2013; 
Vannesse / Clerbois 2013, 391393; negin 2014.

14) The shape of these pieces resembles at the same time ancient 
»bellshaped« helmets from the territory of the Danube, as
syrianera spheroconical helmets of the eastern mediterranean 
world, Celtic helmets of Berru type, and even montefortino 
type helmets. half of the known helmets have a rich »parade« 
style decoration.

15) Velkov 1928/1929, 1526 pls iiiV.

16) negin 2012.

17) Ljubić 1870, 214. – Hoffiller 1910/1911, 191 f. fig. 27. – Ma-
no-Zisi 1954, 16. – Popović et al. 1969, no. 206. – Robinson 
1975, 85 pl. 237. – D’amato / Sumner 2009, 165 fig. 230.

18) Petculescu / Gheorghe 1979.

19) Szabó 1986.

20) negin 2012, 55.

21) Robinson 1975, 85.

22) Coulston 1985, 341 fig. 26.

23) Trajan’s Column Scenes: LXX, CXV. See: Vulpe 2002, 160. 187.

24) Petculescu / Gheorghe 1979, 605 f.

25) Gorelik 1993, 164 f.

26) Gamber 1964, 14 fig. e3: Trajan’s Column Scenes: LXXViii, 
LXX.

27) Benndorf 1878, 18. – Robinson 1975, 112.

28) Grbić 1952/1953, 201 f. fig. 6; 1958, 76. – Popović 1987, 177; 
1988, 108.

29) See, for example, a marble head of nero in the collection of 
The J. Paul Getty museum: Frel / Knudsen morgan 1981, 45. 
124 no. 30.

30) Filov 1923, 150. 

31) Djakovič 1906/1907, 53.

32) Seyrig 1952, 210227 pls 2124. – Klengel 1971, 102 f. – 
Robinson 1975, 121 pls 349351. – Garbsch 1978, pl. 17, 34.

33) Kohlert 1976, 511. – Garbsch 1978, 62 pl. 17, 12. – Jun kel
mann 1996, 49 fig. 50.

34) Venedikov 1960, 148.

35) ibidem 149 f.

36) Richmond 1982, 49. – Bishop 2002, 68. – Bishop / Coulston 
2006, 98.

37) Sazonov 1992, 248 fig. 7, 3. – Kozhuhov 1999, 160 f. – 
Pogodin 1998, 64. – Zubov / Radjush 2014, 95.

References

Bartman 2005: E. Bartman, The mock face of battle. Journal of 
Roman archaeology 18, 2005, 99119.

Benndorf 1878: o. Benndorf, antike Gesichtshelme und Sepul cral
masken. Separatabdruck aus dem XXViii. Bande der Denk schrif
ten der philosophischhistorischen Classe der Kaiserlichen aka
de mie der Wissenschaften (Wien 1878).

Bishop 2002: m. C. Bishop, Lorica Segmentata. i: a handbook of 
articulated Roman Plate armour. Journal of Roman military 
Equip ment Studies: monograph 1 (Chirnside 2002).

Bishop / Coulston 2006: m. C. Bishop / J. C. Coulston, Roman mili
tary Equipment from the Punic Wars to the Fall of Rome (oxford 
22006).

Born / Junkelmann 1997: h. Born / m. Junkelmann, Römische 
Kampf und Turnierrüstungen. Sammlung axel Guttmann 6 
(mainz 1997).

Cat. new York 1977: Thracian Treasures from Bulgaria [exhibition 
catalogue] (new York 1977).

Cat. Petronell 1973: Die Römer an der Donau. noricum und Pan
nonien [exhibition catalogue Petronell]. Katalog des nie der öster
reichischen Landesmuseums n. F. 55 (Wien 1973).

Cat. SaintGermainenLaye 1991: masques de fer. un officier ro
main du temps de Caligula [exposition catalogue SaintGermain
enLaye] (Paris 1991).

Coulston 1985: J. C. Coulston, Roman archery Equipment. in: 
m. C. Bishop (ed.), The Production and Distribution of Roman 



545Archäologisches Korrespondenzblatt 45 · 2015

military Equipment. Proceedings of the Second Roman military 
Equipment Research Seminar. BaR international Series 275 
(oxford 1985) 220348.

D’amato / Sumner 2009: R. D’amato / G. Sumner, arms and ar
mour of the imperial Roman Soldier: From marius to Commodus, 
112 BCaD 192 (London 2009).

Djakovič 1906/1907: B. Djakovič, Тракийска гробница при 
Пловдив и некрополът на древния град. Сборник за на-
родни умотворения, наука и книжнина 22/23, 1906/1907, 
155.

Drexel 1924: F. Drexel, Römische Paraderüstung. In: M. Abramić / V. 
hoffiller (eds), Strena Buliciana. Commentationes gratulatoriae 
Francisco Bulić ob XV vitae lustra feliciter peracta oblatae a 
discipulis et amicis a. d. iV. non. oct. 1921 (Zagrebiae 1924) 55
72.

Engelhardt 1870: E. Engelhardt, Deux lettres, la première con cer
nant la description du masque de fer déposé au musée de 
Belgrade et découvert en 1854 près de Semendria, la seconde 
soummettant deux inscriptions découvertes à TurnSeverin. 
Comptes Rendus des Séances de l’académie des inscriptions et 
BellesLettres 14/1, 1870, 7576.

Feugère 1994: m. Feugère, Les casques antiques. Visages de la 
guerre de mycènes à l’antiquité tardive (Paris 1994).

Filov 1923: B. Filov, Шлемът-маска в музея при Пловдивската 
народна библиотека. Годишник на народната библиотека 
въ Пловдив 1923, 139150.

Fischer 2012: Th. Fischer, Die armee der Caesaren. archäologie 
und Geschichte (Regensburg 2012).

Frel / Knudsen morgan 1981: J. Frel / S. Knudsen morgan, Roman 
Por traits in the Getty museum (Tulsa 1981).

Gamber 1964: o. Gamber, Dakische und sarmatische Waffen auf 
den Reliefs der Trajanssäule. Jahrbuch der Kunsthistorischen 
Sammlungen in Wien 60, 1964, 734.

Garašanin / Garašanin 1951: D. Garašanin / m. Garašanin, arheo
loš ka nalazišta u Srbiji (Beograd 1951).

Garašanin / Kovačević 1961: M. Garašanin / J. Kovačević, Arheološki 
nalazi u Jugoslaviji (Beograd 1961).

Garbsch 1978: J. Garbsch, Römische Paraderüstungen. Katalog der 
ausstellung [exposition catalogue nuremberg, munich] (mün
chen 1978).

Gorelik 1993: m. V. Gorelik, Защитное вооружение степной 
зоны Евразии и примыкающих к ней территорий в i тыс. 
н. э. in: V. E. medvedev / Yu. S. Khudiyakov (eds), Военное дело 
населения юга Сибири и Дальнего Востока (novosibirsk 
1993) 149179.

Grbić 1952/1953: M. Grbić, Dve rimske bronzane maske. Starinar 
3/4, 1952/1953 (1955), 199202.

 1958: M. Grbić, Choix de plastiques grecques et romaines au 
musée national de Beograd (Beograd 1958).

haalebos 1982: J. K. haalebos, Besprechung von hansJörg Kellner, 
Der römische Verwahrfund von Eining, münchen 1978, und von 
Jochen Garbsch, Römische Paraderüstungen, münchen 1978. 
Bonner Jahrbücher 182, 1982, 720721.

hoffiller 1910/1911: V. hoffiller, oprema rimskoga vojnika u prvo 
doba carstva. Vjestnik hrvatskoga arheološkoga Društva 11, 
1910/1911, 145240.

Junkelmann 1996: m. Junkelmann, Reiter wie Statuen aus Erz 
(mainz 1996).

Kanitz 1904: F. Kanitz, Das Königreich Serbien und das Serbenvolk 
von der Römerzeit bis zur Gegenwart. 1: Land und Bevölkerung. 
monographien der Balkanstaaten 1 (Leipzig 1904).

 1909: F. Kanitz, Das Königreich Serbien und das Serbenvolk von 
der Römerzeit bis zur Gegenwart. 2: Land und Bevölkerung. 
monographien der Balkanstaaten 2 (Leipzig 1909).

Klengel 1971: h. Klengel, Syria antiqua. Vorislamische Denkmäler 
der Syrischen arabischen Republik (Leipzig 1971).

Kohlert 1976: m. Kohlert, Zur Entwicklung, Funktion und Genesis 
römischer Gesichtsmasken in Thrakien und niedermösien. Wis sen
schaftliche Zeitschrift der humboldtuniversität zu Berlin, Ge sell
schafts und Sprachwissenschaftliche Reihe 25, 1976, 509516.

Kozhuhov 1999: S. P. Kozhuhov, Закубанские катафрактарии. in: 
L. m. noskova (ed.), Материальная культура Востока (mos kva 
1999) 159189.

Lindenschmit 1881: L. Lindenschmit, masken und Visierhelme aus 
Erz und Eisen. alterthümer unserer heidnischen Vorzeit iii (mainz 
1881) 110.

von Lipperheide 1896: F. F. von Lipperheide, antike helme. Probe
druck der hauptsächlicheren abbildungen (münchen 1896).

Ljubić 1870: Š. Ljubić, Arkeologički razdjel. Vjesnik Arheološkog 
mu zeja u Zagrebu 1, 1870, 214222.

Longpérier 1869: a. Longpérier, Séance du 3 septembre. Comptes 
Rendus des Séances de l’académie des inscriptions et Belles
Lettres 13, 1869, 167168.

manoZisi 1954: D. manoZisi, antika u narodnom muzeju u Beo
gradu (Beograd 1954).

 1982: D. manoZisi, antika (umetnost na tlu Jugoslavije) (Beo
grad, Zagreb, mostar 1982).

Marjanović-Vujović / Krstic / Velickovic 1983: G. Marjanović-Vujo vić  / 
D. Krstic / m. Velickovic, arheodoško bdago srbije iz mu zejskih 
zbirki (Beograd 1983).

Narloch 2012a: K. Narloch, Rzymskie hełmy z zasłonami (Oświęcim 
2012).

 2012b: K. narloch, The cold face of the battle – some remarks on 
the function of Roman helmets with face masks. archäologisches 
Korrespondenzblatt 42, 2012, 377386.

negin 2010: a. E. negin, Римское церемониальное и турнирное 
вооружение (Sankt Petersburg 2010).

 2012: a. E. negin, Сфероконические шлемы в римской ар-
мии эпохи Антонинов: взаимовлияния оружейных тради-
ций Средиземноморья. in: a. V. makhlayuk (ed.), Средизем-
номорский мир в античную и средневековую эпохи: 
кросс-культурные коммуникации в историческом про-
странстве и времени. Xiii чтения памяти профессора Нико-
лая Петровича Соколова: Материалы Международной 
научной конференции (Нижний Новгород, 2527 сентября 
2012 г.) (nizhny novgorod 2012) 5355.

 2014: a. E. negin, К дискуссии о существовании в римской 
армии парадного оружия и доспехов. Вестник ННГУ 5, 
2014, 4551.

negin / Kyrychenko 2013: a. E. negin / a. a. Kyrychenko, К во-
просу о боевом применении шлемов с масками в римской 
армии. Вестник ННГУ 5/1, 2013, 245253.

Petculescu / Gheorghe 1979: L. Petculescu / P. Gheorghe, Coiful ro
man de la Bumbešti. Studii ši Cercetări de Istorie Veche și Ar-
heologie 30, 1979, 603606.



546 A. E. Negin · A Bearded Face-Mask Helmet from the Collection of the National Museum in Belgrade

Pjatysheva 1964: n. V. Pjatysheva, Железная маска из Херсонеса 
(moskva 1964).

Pogodin 1998: L. i. Pogodin, Вооружение населения Западной 
Сибири раннего железного века (omsk 1998).

Popović et al. 1969: B. Popović / D. Mano-Zisi / M. Veličkovic / B. 
Jeličič, Anticka bronza u Jugoslaviji, 1844-1969 (Beograd 1969).

Popović 1988: I. Popović, Maske eines Helms. In: Antike Porträts 
aus Jugoslawien [exhibition catalogue] (Frankfurt a. m. 1988) 
107108.

Popović 1987: Lj. Popović, Helmet with mask. In: N. Cambi / I. Po-
po vić / Lj. Popović / D. Srejović (eds), Antički portret u Jugoslaviji 
= Classical Portraits in Yugoslavia (Beograd 1987) 177.

 Popović 1984: Lj. Popović, Umetnička baština Srbije: iz riznica i 
zbirki (Beograd 1984).

Post 1954: P. Post, Der kupferne Spangenhelm. Berichte der Rö
mischGermanischen Kommission 34, 1954, 115150.

Richmond 1982: i. Richmond, Trajan’s army on Trajan’s Column 
(London 1982).

Robinson 1975: h. R. Robinson, The armour of imperial Rome 
(Lon don 1975).

Sazonov 1992: a. a. Sazonov, Могильник первых веков нашей 
эры близ хутора Городского. in: Вопросы археологии 
Адыгеи (Майкоп 1992) 244274.

Seyrig 1952: h. Seyrig, antiquités de la nécropole d’Emèse. Syria 
29/34, 1952, 204250.

Szabó 1986: K. Szabó, Le casque romain d’intercisa – récente trou
vaille du Danube. in: Studien zu den militärgrenzen Roms iii. 13. 
internationaler Limeskongress, aalen 1983, Vorträge. Forschun
gen und Berichte zur Vor und Frühgeschichte in BadenWürt
temberg 20 (Stuttgart 1986) 421425.

Vannesse / Clerbois 2013: m. Vannesse / S. Clerbois, Les casques à 
visage (»Gesichtshelme«) romains. nouvelles perspectives scien
ti fiques. archäologisches Korrespondenzblatt 43, 2013, 377
396.

Velkov 1928/1929: i. Velkov, neue Grabhügel aus Bulgarien. Bul le
tin de l’institut archéologique Bulgare 5, 1928/1929, 1355.

Venedikov 1960: i. Venedikov, Der Gesichtsmaskenhelm in Thra
kien. Eirene 1, 1960, 143151.

Vulpe 2002: R. Vulpe, Columna lui Traian = Trajan’s Column (Bu cu
rești 2002).

Zubov / Radjush 2014: S. E. Zubov / o. a. Radjush, Шлемы Сред-
него Поволжья в среднесарматское время. in: Сарматы и 
внешний мир: Материалы Viii Всероссийской научной 
конференции »Проблемы сарматской археологии и исто-
рии«, Уфа, 1215 мая 2014 г. Уфимский археологический 
вестник 14, 2014, 94104.

Zusammenfassung / Summary / Résumé

Ein bärtiger Maskenhelm in der Sammlung des Nationalmuseums in Belgrad.  
Ein Beispiel für gegenseitige Einflüsse auf die Bewaffnung an den römischen Grenzen 
Dieser aufsatz behandelt einen einzigartigen maskenhelm, der 1854 gefunden wurde und im nationalmuseum in Bel
grad verwahrt wird. Er zeigt Einflüsse aus verschiedenen Kulturen: Einerseits war das Stück mit hoher Kunstfertigkeit im 
römischen Stil hergestellt, andererseits ist der bärtige helm aus dem nationalmuseum in Belgrad ungewöhnlich, auf
grund seiner Gestaltung und der Tatsache, dass die Verwendung unterschiedlicher Bewaffnungstraditionen nachzuwei
sen ist. Die unterkante ist ein gebogener Saum mit vielen Löchern für ein Futter oder einen angehängten nackenschutz 
aus Lamellen oder Schuppen. Dies ist untypisch für römische helme und war bei der römischen armee nur von an
gehörigen östlicher auxiliareinheiten verwendet worden. Eine ähnliche Lochreihe am Rand kann man bei einem ande
ren, ungewöhnlichen Stück aus Bryastovets / BG beobachten. Der nachweis dieser Konstruktionsdetails an römischen 
Paradehelmen ist ein direkter Beleg dafür, dass der Besitzer des helmes ein östlicher auxiliar gewesen sein könnte, da 
ein geschuppter nackenschutz Bestandteil einiger sarmatischer helme des 1. und 2. Jahrhunderts n. Chr. war.

A Bearded Face-Mask Helmet from the Collection of the National Museum in Belgrade.  
An Example of Mutual Influences of Armament Traditions at the Roman Frontier
The paper deals with a unique facemask helmet, found in 1854 and stored in the national museum in Belgrade, show
ing cultural exchange. on the one hand, this exemplar was made with great skill in the Roman style. But on the other 
hand, the bearded helmet from the national museum in Belgrade is unusual due to the fact that its design and appear
ance enable us to recognise a combination of several armament traditions: The bottom edge is bent in the form of a 
hem and has a lot of holes intended either for attaching a lining or suspending a neck protection in the form of a 
lamellar or scale aventail, which is not typical of Roman helmets and applied in the Roman army only by soldiers of the 
eastern auxiliary units. a similar line of holes on the edge can be observed on another unusual helmet, found in Bryas
tovets / BG. The existence of these elements on Roman parade helmets is direct evidence that the owner of the helmet 
could be an eastern auxiliary warrior, because scale aventails had been part of some Sarmatian helmets of the 1st and 
2nd centuries aD.



547Archäologisches Korrespondenzblatt 45 · 2015

Un casque à visage barbu de la collection du Musée national de Belgrade.  
Un exemple d’influences mutuelles sur les traditions d’armement aux frontières romaines
Cet article traite d’un casque à visage unique, découvert en 1984 et conservé au musée national de Belgrade, qui 
montre un échange d’influences culturelles. D’une part, cet exemplaire a été réalisé dans le style romain avec une 
grande compétence. mais d’autre part, ce casque barbu du musée de Belgrade est inhabituel du fait de son style et de 
l’apparence qu’il donne, attestant d’une combinaison de traditions d’armement. La partie inférieure du casque est re
pliée en forme d’ourlet et de nombreux trous permettaient d’accrocher soit une doublure soit de suspendre une pro
tection de nuque en écailles. Ceci n’est absolument pas typique pour les casques romains et n’était employé dans l’ar
mée romaine que par les auxiliaires orientaux. une ligne de trous comparables est connue sur un autre casque atypique 
découvert à Bryastovets / BG. La présence de ces éléments sur des casques de parade romains est une preuve directe que 
le possesseur de ce casque était peutêtre un auxiliaire, dans la mesure où les armures d’écaille sont connues pour les 
casques sarmates des 1er et 2e siècles apr. J.C. Traduction: L. Bernard

Schlüsselwörter / Keywords / Mots clés

Römische Paraderüstungen / Gesichtshelme / Sarmatenhelme / römische Grenze
Roman parade armour / facemask helmets / Sarmatian helmets / Roman frontier
armures romaines de parade / casques à visage / casques sarmates / frontière romaine
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