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' Undoubtedly the earrings hold a special place among various pieces of jewelry, wilh a significant 
diversity of forms. Some of ihe items dating back lo the migralion period are often mentioned in connection 

. vvith the south Danubian area.
. Remarkable, due to their fine execulion and also to the lechnology used in their manufacture are the 

“Earrings Moulded in the Shape Bunch of Grapes / traubenjonnig/ grappe de misins (type 17a-17b Giesler) 
earrings, belonging to differenl ethnic groups.

. We won’t insist on the luxurious type, which are considered to be of Byzantine origin. Such items havc 
been excavated in cemeteries in Alba hiUa-Stafia de Salvare"*, Blandiana-“/u Vii"1 2 * (fig. 1), Cluj-Napoca- 
“Str. ZapolyaOradea4 and Pec\ca-“Şan(ul Mare”5.

Similar items to the bunch of grapes earings excavated in Cluj-Napoca- "Str. Zapolya” with a rhonjboidal 
ornament inserted in the central part of the globe-like earringcan be found in Tomb no. 69 in Szob- Kiserdo* 
and in Vukovar- Lijeva bara1.

Made out of silver, covered on gold, with filigrec and granulated setting, this type of earrings are 
traceable in Transylvania starting with the 10111 * century. Later on they also appear in Moldavia and Kiev- 
Russia*. In Crişana such eanings have been excavated in Biharea -Dealul Şumuleu and Tarcea9. A later mode,

1 H. Ciugudcan, Anul 1000 la Alba lulia. bure istorie şi arheologie. Catalogul expoziţiei. Alba Iulia, 1996, 10, 14, 
fig. 61. înv. 8700 - 8701; H. Ciugudean, A. Dragotă, Civilizaţia medievală timpurie din Transilvania: rit şi ritual funerar 
(secolele IX - XI). Catalogul expoziţiei. Alba Iulia, 2002, 41, Fig. 73 - 74.
: • K. Horedt, Die Ansiedlung vaii Blandiana, Rayon Orăştie, am Ausgang des ersten Jahrtausends u. Z, Dacia N. S. X / 
1966,276, Fig. 18 / 1, 3; R. R. Heitel, Unele consideraţii privind civilizaţia din bazinul carpatic în cursul celei de-a doua 
jumătăţi a sec. IX în lumina izvoarelor arheologice. SCIVA 34, 2, 1983, 106sq, nota 40; K. Horedt, Siebenbiirgen im 
friilunittelalter, Bonn, 1986,77, Fig. 35 / 1. 1

., Istvan Kovâcs, A kolozsvâri Zâpolya-utcai magyar honfoglalâskori temeto. — Dar landnahmezeitliche Friedhof von 
Kolozsvâr, Zapolya Gasse. KozlCluj II, 1, 1942, 98, PI. 5 / 10, 12, Fig. 5 / 8 - 8 a; Gy. Lăszld, A kolozsvâri Zapolya - utcat 
honfoglalâskori temeto. ErdMiiz XLVII, 4, 1942, 581; R. R. Ileitel, Die Archdologie der ersten und zweiten Phase des 
Eindrigens der Ungam in dos innerkarpatische Transilvanien, Dacia N. S. XXXVIII - XXXIX, 1994 - 1995,414, Fig. 8 / rn, o.

4 J. Hampel, Alterthiimer desfriihen Mitteialters in Ungarii, I - III, Budapest, 1905, 558sq, Fig. 12.
51. H. Crişan, Ziridava, 1978, 25, Fig. 11.

• K. Bakay, Honfoglalâs - es âllamalapîtâs - kori temetok az Ipoly menţin. Studia Comitatensia 6, Szentendre, 
1978, 38, PI. XXII / 17, Fig. 21/8.

Z. Vinski, O postojanju rad ioni ca nakita starohrvatskog doba u Sisku. - Zur Frage des Bestehens von 
Sdiniuckwerkstatlen aus altkroatischer Zeit in SisaL Vjesuik IV, 1970, 60, PI. V/2.

R. R. Heitel, Unele consideraţii privind civilizaţia din bazinul carpatic în cursul celei de-a doua jumătăţi a 
Mc- IX în lumina izvoarelor arheologice. SCIVA 34, 2, 1983, J06sq. .

C. Cosma, Vestul şi nord - vestul României în secoiele VIU - X d. H., Editura Nereamia Napocae, Cluj - Napoca 
J0°2.134, PI. 58/19 a- b, 235/ 1.
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a bronze moulded earring has smaller dimensions. This type is traceable in a variety of forms, most of wh; k 
imitate the shape of a bunch of grapes. h

Alba Iulia (Fig. 3): Moulded items, copying the original bunch one, have also been excavated in Alba 
lulia necropolis - Stafia de Salvare10.

Similar items which can be includede in the same typology have been excavated in Croatian cemetries 
such as KloStar Podravski11, Popovec-,, Bregi ”12, Veliki Bukovec13 and Vukovar - Lijeva bara14.

The volhuiic type earring (foim 17b Giesler) is traceable in T.6 from Sveti Juraj u Tmju associated wiih 
beads (form 41a) and a ring (form 35- Giesler) is dated in the second phase of Bjelo-Brdo horizon15.

The 17b model was also discovered in the excavation in Cauaceu16 (Fig. 8), Oradea - Cazarma Husarilor 
(Fig. 4)17, Oradea - Salca18 (Fig. 5-7), Ciganka19, Halimba - Cseres20, Gomjenica21 22, Ptuj - Grad11 şi Sisak23 
The pieces excavated in the Zvonimirovo - Veliko Polje necropolis are dated in Zvonimirovo second phase 
which is synchronous with the Bjelo-Brdo first phase24 25 horizon.

J. Giesler places this type in a transitional pre Bjelo Brdo horizon, but it can also be traceable in the first 
phase of Bjelo Brdo horizon. At the end of this phase, model 17a was abdndoned and at some time between 
phases one and two of Bjelo Brdo horizon, type 17b23 was also abandoned.

Alba Iulia: A bunch moulded bronze earring (type 12 Mesterhazy) belonging to the fine group of 
imitation, is recorded in the old collection of the National Museum in Alba lulia. Il has an upper part made of 
circular wire (J mmithick) stuck of the lower, which is decoraied with a string of cross-form beads. On the 
edges of lower part and on the inferior part of the pendant faur flatted globs were applied. The item could be 
included in subtype 12b!26.

10 H. Ciugudean, Anul 1000 la Alba Iulia. Intre istorie şi arheologie. Catalogul expoziţiei. Alba lulia, 1996,10,.
11 J. Brunămid, Hrvatske sredovjecne starine, Vjesnik Hrvatskoga arheoloSkoga drustva n. s., sv. VII, Zagreb, 

1903/4, 81, Fig. 33/5.
12 S. Ercegovic, Sondiranje ranosrednjovjekovne nekropole u Popovcu, Arhpregled 1, Beograd 1959, 105 - 107.
13 J. UranSmid, Hrvatske sredovjecne starine, Vjesnik Hrvatskogn arheoloskoga drustva n. s., sv. VII, Zagreb, 

1903/4, 85,Fig. 38/2-3.
14 Z. Vinski, Ausgrabungen in Vukovar, ArchJug III, 1959, 103, PI. XXXIX / 28 - 30. M. 62, M. 426 şi M. 440.
15 Z. Tomicic, Ranosrednjovjekovno groblje u Sv. Jurju u Tmju u Medimurju prinos datiranju nalaztfta. / Der 

fruhmittelalterliche Friedhof in Sv. Juraj u Tmju in Medimurje. Ein Beitrag zur datierung der Funstelle. Prilozi 15 -16, 
1998- 1999,47, T. 1.2.,T,5. 1.

16 C. Cosma, Grăberfelder, Einzelgrăber und Grabfunde Unsicheren Clwrakters aus dem 9. -10. Jh. lin Westen 
und Nordwesten Rumăniens. StudArchHist IV, 2001, 520, PI. 14 / 17.

17 Ibidem, 209sq, Pl. 23/9.
lB Ibidem, 208sq, Pl. 177 / 4-6.
19 Z. Tomicic, Tragom novujih istralivanja bjelobrdske kulture, u Slavonskom dijelu Podravine. Prilozi 7, 1990, 

87, T. X. 2.
20 Gy. Tortik, Die Bewohner von Halimba im 10. und 11. Jahrhundert, Budapest, 1962, 147, Pl. XXVIII.
21 N. Miletic, Slovenska nekropola u Gomjenici kod Prijedora. - Slawische Nekropole in Gomjenica bei Prijedor. 

Glasnik XXI -XXII, 1966 - 1967, 103, T. XXXI /18.
22 2. Tomicic, Prilog istrazivanju kronologije bjelobrdskog segmenta srednjovjekovnog groblja Ptuj - Grad. / 

A contribution to research into the chronology of the Bijelo Brdo section of the mediaeval cemetery of Ptuj - Grad 
Ptujski arheoloski zbornik, 1993, 552, T. 7. 2., T. 8. 2., T. 11, T. 12.

23 Z. Vinski, O postojanju radionica nakita starohrvatskog doba u Sisku. - Zur Frage des Bestehens von 
Schmuckwerkstatten aus altkroatischer Zeit in Sisak. Vjesnik IV, 1970,58, Pl. II/ 1-3.

24 2. Tomicic, Ranosrednjovjekovno Yvonimirovo / Veliko Polje, prinos poynavanju bjelobrdske kulture # 
podravskom dijelu Slavonije. / Der fruhmittelalterliche FriedhoJYvonimirovo / Veliko Polje, prinos poynavanju 
bjelobrdske kulture u podravskom dijelu Slavonije. Prilozi 13 - 14, 1996 - 1997, 101, T. 5, T. 8 / 1, T. II / 2.

25 J. Giesler, Untersuchmigen zur Chronologie der Bijelo Brdo -Kultur. Ein Beitrag zur Archăologie des 10. und 
11. Jahrhunderts im Karpatenbecken. PZ 56, 1,1981, 136.

26 K. Horedt, Untersuchungen zur Friiligeschichte Siebenburgens, Bukarest, 1958, 63, Fig. 17 / 17; MesterhâZf 
1991, 146şqq; H. Ciugudean, R. Ciobanu, V. Moga, M. Drâmbărean, C. Inel, A. Gligor, D. O. Dan, G. Rustoiu, A 
Dragotă, C- Planlos, Necropolele oraşului Alba lulia — din preistorie în zorii evului mediu - Catalog de expoziţie, Alba 
lulia, 2003, 63sq, Fig. 237. MNUAI, înv. 5408.
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i *. Some pieces have the wire ends in a hook tliat is attached on the ring, which comes out of the marginal 
jjiob 'The piece from Alba.Iulia has no hook, the upper part endings being attached directly to the marginal 
jdiobs. The four strings of beads tliat dceorate the lower part like a cross-lHte secîion, are not stuck, but are the 
^ult of moulding. Such items are considered to have Slav origins. Best analogies are lo be found in South 
P^uibian area.
.-:v Blandiana A (fig. 2): The moulded earring excavated in T8 goes back to the Bjelo Brdo horizon, and 
ihay also be included in type 13-Mesterhâzy and 14- Giesler. A fragment of an ear has notls on, in and on the 
jţjwer part a Pendant with a granular appearance27.
: , Similar items have been excavated in Bulgaria and in Serbia. A moulded piece dating since the second 

half of 9* century and first half of 10* ccntury have been excavated in the north-vvestem part of Slovakia. 
Similar items that can be included Iu this typology have been found in Hungary. Hore they are considered to 
becopies of gold and silver earrings.
': Ln Halimba other items were dug out of T64, T 882, T778 and T 918. These items belong in the fine 
objects category. Those were madc out after a pattem that had the lower part decorated with four bead strings. 
Beads close the endings of the lower part and on both parts, bcad strings nre presant.28

Analogies for this type have been discovered at Bjelo Brdo - T174 alongside with S shape rings and 
type 1 and 38. Other items worth mentioning here are those in Prijedor - Gomjenica29.

This situation is well pointed out by J. Giesler, who notes that these pieces are mainly found in the ex- 
Yugoslavian area and less iu Hungary and the same siuiation in Romania. Quile frequently, they have been 
associated with the Byzantine epoch either as imported objects or as local products30.

Garvăn- Dinogcţia (fig. 12): An alternative type, having a semi-moon and in the central part of the 
interior arch with o longish prominence (type 11 Meslerhăyz, 15c Giesler) is lypical for the south-eastern 
Europe31. The only piece excavated in Romanin was fonod in Garvăn. Mesierhăzy considers that earrings 
with four globs and their moulded imilations spread outside the Moravian territory in the Southern part of 
Hungary32 mostly in the 10th century. Such items can be found in Ptuj - Grad, Sisak33, Klostar34 and 
Gomjenica35. In Zvonimirovo - Veliko Polje (phase Zvonimirovo I synchronous with Bjelo Brdo I)36 and in 
Mahovljani37 they are in combination with type 1(1 Giesler.
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2l 11. Ciugudean, Gh. Anghel, Necropola feudal - timpurie de la Blandiana (jad. Alba). MCA XVII, 1983, 361 - 364; 
Gh. Anghel, H. Ciugudean, Cimitirulfeudal-timpuriu de la Blandiana (Jad. Alba). Apulum XXIV, 1987, 188, Fig. 4/3.

28 K. Mesierhăzy, Bizânci es balkăni eredetu târgyak a 10 - II. sztizadi magyur strleletekben I. - Gegenstănde 
Byzaniinischen und Balkanischen Ursprunges in den ungarischcn Grăberfeldern des 10 • II. Jh. FolArch 42, 1991, 

:.152sqq,
29 J. Giesler, Untersuchungen zar Cltronologie der Bijelo Brdo -Kultur. Ein Beitrag zar Archăalogie des 10 und 

U- Jahrhunderis im Karpatenbecken. PZ 56, 1, 1981,94.
■ 30 Ibidem, 96.

31 Gh. Ştefan, I. Bamea, M. Comşa, E. Comşa. Dinogeţia I. Aşezarea feudală timpurie de la Bisericuţa - Garvăn,' 
Editura Academiei R. S. R., Bucureşti, 1967, Biblioteca de Arheologie XIII, 277, Fig. 168/1, 169/1-2.

32 K. Mesterhăzy, Bizânci es balkăni eredetu tărgyak a 10 - II. szâzadi magyar strleletekben I. - Gegenstănde 
Byzantinisclten und Balkanischen Ursprunges in den ungarischen Grăberfeldern des 10 - 11. Jh. FolArch 42, 1991, 150.

Z. Vinski, O postojanju radionica nakita starohn-atskog doba u Sisku. - Zur Frage des Bestehens von 
Schmuckwerkstatten aus alikroatischer Zeit in Sisak. Vjesnik IV, 1970,48, T. I /11.

J. Brunsraid, Hrvatske sredovjecne starine, Vjesnik Hrvatskoga arheoioskoga drustva /?. s., jv. VII, Zagreb, 
1903 /4, 81, Fig. 31/2.
: 35 N. Miletic, Slovenska nekropola u Gomjenici kod Prijedora. - Slawische Nekropole in Gomjenica bei Prijedor.

■ GlasnikXXI -XXII, 1966- 1967, 86- 102, T. XI. XII, XIX, XXVI, XXXI / 12, 17; N. Mllctic, Elementi della cultura di 
Koettlach in Bosnia e Erzegovina. Bale 4, 1975, lOlsq, T. III / 5.

i. Tomicic, Ranosrednjovjekovno Zvonimirovo / Veliko Polje, prinos poynavanju bjelobrdske kulture u 
Podravskom dijelu Slavonije. /Derfriihmittelalterliche Friedhof Zvonimirovo / Veliko Polje, prinos poynavanju bjelobrdske 
htlture u podravskom dijeth Slavonije. Prilozi 13 - 14, 1996 - 1997, 100, T. 10.

37 Z. TomiSic, Istrazivanje kronologije ranosrednjovjekovnog groblja u Mahovljanima kraj Banja Luke. / 
Gutersuclutngen zur Chronologie des friihmitielalterlichen Grăberfeldes in Mahovljani neben Banja Luka . Prilozi 17, 
2000. 28, T. 3. 2, T. 4. I.T.4. 2, T. 5. l.T. 5.2.T. 6. 1,T. 7. 1.
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Detta (fig. 11): Among the finds of the 1882 archaeological campaign, there is a bronze moul4e4
earring. The decoration from the central pendant is stylized. Unfortunately only one piece of the whole 
has been preserved and dates since the tenth century38.

Timişoara (fig. 9, 10): A bronze moulderf earring lype 15b Giesler has been excavated form T liajwt 
considered to be a Byzantine import dated in 10lh 1 llh centuries39. Analyzing the drawing of the item it 
more like a 14b-Giesler type. A frequent association with type 37, conlirmed by Giesler top, is also confirmea 
by this situation40.

Another model, which imitates very well the bunch of grapes type, has been excavated from T1841,1^ 
dated in the second half of the tenth century.

Răducăneni (fig. 13): Among the finds excavated in 1969 on the northen. part of “Beşleagă” hil} a ; 
broze earring was discovered. Granulated and with ribs, this earring is very much lilţe the one excavated in 
Garvăn- Dinogeţia42.

AU the finds excavated on Romanian ground emerged from different cultural areas, consequently vvith 
typological differences. They are in a small number and most likely imports. AU of them have analogies iq the 
Slav area, where a number of moulds have also been excavated. These are considered to be just imitatjons of 
the luxurious Byzantine jewellery. Chronologically speaking, those finds are dated ra the tentji and eleventh 
centuries and come from the necropolis.

38 J. KoroSec, Pomen nekaterih nakitnih predmetov najdenih v Detti v Banatu. ArhVest V / 1, 1954,52, Fig. 7.
39 A. Rădulescu, E. Gâll, Das landnalxmezeitliche Grăberfeld von Temesvâr (Timişoara) - Csoloserdo- 

ActaArchHung 52, 1 - 3, 2001, 181, Fig. 11/16.
40 J. Giesler, Untersuchangen zur Chronologie der Bijelo Brdo -Kultur. Ein Beitrag zur Archăologie des 10. und 

11. Jahrhunderts im Karpatenbecken. PZ 56, l, 1981, 103.
41 A. Rădulescu, E. Gâll, Das limdnahmezeitlivhe Grăberfeld von Temesvâr (Timişoara) - Csâkaerdo-

ActaArchHung 52, 1 - 3,2001, 181, Fig. 11/11. .
42 Monnaies et parures du Musee d'Histoire de la Moldavie de laşi. Corpus Nummorum Moldaviae - //. ^l’ 

Vasiliana ’ 98, 2001,45, Fig. III / 8.
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Plate I: [. Blandiana B, 2 - Blandiana A, 3- Alba [ulia, 4 - Oradea - Caiarma Husarilor, 5- Oradea - Salca / M.3, 
6 - Oradea - Salca / M.4, 7 Oradea - “Salca” M4, 6 - Cauaceu, 9- Timişoara - Cioreni, 10- Timişoara -Cioreni, 11- 

Detta, L2 - Garvăn, 13 - Răducăneni.


