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Undoubtedly the earrings hold a special place among various pieces of jewelry, with a significant

diversity of forms. Some of the items dating back to the migration period are often mentioned in connection
.with the south Danubian area.

Remarkable, due to their fine execution and also to the technology used in their manufacture are the
“Earrings Moulded in the Shape Bunch of Grapes / traubenférmig/ grappe de raisins (type 17a-17b Giesler)
eamrings, belonging to different ethnic groups.

. We won't insist on the luxurious type, which are considered to be of Byzantine origin. Such items have
béen excavated in cemeteries in Alba lulia-Statia de Salvare™', Blandiana-"In Vii”* (fig. 1), Cluj-Napoca-
“Str, Zapolya™, Oradea® and Pecica-“Sanjul Mare">.

Similar items to the bunch of grapes earings excavated in Cluj-Napoca- “Str. Zapolya” with a thomboidal

- omament inserted in the central part of the globe-like earringcan be found in Tomb no. 69 in Szob- Kiserds®
and in Vukovar- Lijeva bara’.

Made out of silver, covered on gold, with filigree and granulated sctting, this type of earrings are
maceable in Transylvania starting with the 10" century. Later on they also appear in Moldnvm and Kiev-
Russia”. In Crisana such earrings have been excavated in Biharca —Dealul Sumuleu and Tarcea®. A later mode,
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a bronze moulded earring has smaller dimensions. This type is traceable in a variety of forms, most of
imitate the shape of a bunch of grapes. i
Alba lulia (Fig. 3): Moulded items, copying the original bunch one, have also been excavateq i, Alby
lulia necropolis - Stafia de Salvare". E
Similar items which can be includede in the same typology have been excavated in Croatian Cemetrigg
such as KloStar Podravski'', Popovec—,, Bregi”'2, Veliki Bukovec' and Vukovar - Lijeva bara™.
The volhinic type earring (form 17b Giesler) is traceable in T.6 from Sveti Juraj u Trnju associated
beads (form 4 1a) and a ring (form 35- Giesler) is dated in the second phase of Bjelo-Brdo horizon'®, .
The 17b model was also discovered in the excavation in Cauaceu*® (Fig. 8), Oradea — Cazarma Husarilg -
(Fig. 4)”, Oradea — Salca'® (Fig. 5-7), Ciganka'®, Halimba — Cseres®, Gomjenica®, Ptuj — Grad® 51 Sigak?
The pieces excavated in the Zvonimirovo — Veliko Polje necropelis are dated in Zvonimirovo second phm"
which is synchronous with the Bjelo-Brdo first phase™ horizon. '
J. Giesler places this type in a transitional pre Bjelo Brdo horizon, but it can also be traceable in the firy;
phase of Bjelo Brdo horizon. At the end of this phase, model 17a was ahdndoned and at some time betweep
phases one and two of Bjelo Brdo horizon, type 17b* was also abandoned.
Alba [ulia: A bunch moulded bronze earring (type 12 Mesterhdzy) belonging to the fine group of '
imitation, is recorded in the old collection of the National Museumn in Alba Iulia. It has an upper part made of
circular wire (I mm thick) stuck of the lower, which is decorated with a string of cross-form beads. On the
edges of lower part and on the inferior pait of the pendant faur flatted globs were applied. The item could be
included in subtype 12b1%.

which

with

0y, Ciugudean, Anul 1000 la Alba lulia. Intre istorie si arheologie. Catalogul expozifiei. Alba lulia, 1996, 10,

' J. Brungmid, Hrvatske sredovjecne starine, Vjesnik Hrvatskoga arheoloskoga drustva n. 5., sv. VII, Zagreb,
1903 /4, 81, Fig. 33/5.

12 S. Ercegovi¢, Sondiranje ranosrednjovjekovne nekropole u Popoveu, Arhpregled 1, Beograd 1959, 105 - 107.

3 J. Brandmid, Hrvatske sredovjecne starine, Viesnik Hrvaiskogn arheoloskoga drustva n. s., sv. VI, Zagreb,
1903 / 4, 85, Fig. 38/2-3.

4 Z. Vinski, Ausgrabungen in Vukovar, Arcljug 111, 1959, 103, PL. XXXIX /28 - 30. M. 62, M. 426 §i M. 440.

3 2. Tomigié, Ranosrednjovjekovno groblje u Sv. Jurju u Tenju u Medimurju prinos dutiranju nalazisia. / Der
Sfriihmittelalterliche Friedhof in Sv. Juraj u Trnjis in Medimurje. Ein Beitrag zur datierung der Funstelle. Prilozi 15 - 16,
1998 - 1999,47,T. 1.2, T.5. 1.

' C. Cosma, Griiberfelder, Einzelgriber und Grabfunde Unsicheren Charakiers aus dem 9. — 10. Ji. Iin Westen
und Nordwesten Rumdniens. StudArchHist 1V, 2001, 520, P1. 14/ 17.

"7 Ibidem, 209sq, P1. 23 /9.

'8 Ibidem, 208sq, P1. 177 / 4-6.

' Z. Tomiti¢, Tragom novujilt istra%ivanja bjelobrdske kulture, u Slavonskom dijelu Podravine. Prilozi 7, 19%,
87, T.X. 2.

» Gy. Tordk, Die Bewohner von Halimba im 10. und 11. Jahrhundert, Budapest, 1962, 147, P1. XXVIIL

2 N. Miletié, Slovenska nekropola u Gomjenici kod Prijedora. - Slawische Nekropole in Gomjenica bei Prijedor.
Glasnik XXI -XXI1, 1966 - 1967, 103, T. XXX1/ 18.

22 7. Tomi&ié, Prilog istraZivanju kronologije bjelobrdskog segmenta srednjovjekovnog groblja Ptuj - Grad./
A contribution 10 research into the chronology of the Bijelo Brdo section of the mediaeval cemetery of Ptuj — Grad
Ptujski arheoloski zbornik, 1993,552, T.7.2.,T.8.2,,T. 11, T. 12.

B 7. Vinski, O postojanju radionica nakita starohrvaiskog doba u Sisku. - Zur Frage des Bestehens von
Schmuckwerkstatien aus altkroatischer Zeit in Sisak. Vjesnik IV, 1970, 58, P1. 11/ 1-3.

# 7. Tomi€ié, Ranosrednjovjekovao Yvonimirovo / Veliko Polje, prinos poynavanju bjelobrdske kulture 'u
podravskom dijelu Slavonije. / Der friihmittelalterliche FriedhofYvonimirovo / Veliko Polje, prinos poynavanji
bjelobrdske kulture u podravskom dijelu Slavonije. Prilozi 13 - 14, 1996 - 1997, 101, T. 5, T.8/1, T.11/2.

1. Giesler, Untersuchnugen zur Chronalogie der Bijelo Brdo -Kultur. Ein Beitrag ur Archdologie des 10. und
11. Jahrhunderts im Karpatenbecken. PZ 56, 1, 1981, 136.

¥ K. Horedt, Untersucliungen zur Friihgeschichie Siebenburgens, Bukarest, 1958, 63, Fig. 17 / 17; Mesterhdly
1991, 146sqq; H. Ciugudean, R. Ciobanu, V. Moga, M. Drimbirean, C. Inel, A, Gligor, D. O. Dan, G. Rustoiu. A
Dragota, C. Plantos, Necropolele orasului Allta lulia - din preistorie in zorii evului mediu — Caralog de expozifie, Alba
lulia, 2003, 63sq, Fig. 237. MNUALI, inv. 5408.




EARRINGS MOULDED ON ROMANIAN TERRITORY 225

i Some pieces have the wire ends in a hook that is attached on the ring, which comes out of the marginal
- b, The piece from Alba lulia has no hook, the upper part endings being attached directly to the marginal
]ﬁjobs- The four strings of beads that deeorate che lower part like a cross-like section, are not stuck, but are the
ﬁult of moulding. Such items are considered to have Slav origins. Best analogies are lo be found in South

Danublan area.

-/ Blandiana A (fig. 2): The moulded earring excavated in T8 goes back to the Bjelo Brdo horizon, antd

ey alse be included in type 13-Mestechdzy and 14- Giesler. A [ragment of an ear has nods on, in and ou the

]qwer part a pendant with a granular appearance®’

Slmllﬂl' items have been excavated in Bulg.ma and in Serbia. A moulded piece dating since the second

-~ palf of 9™ century and first half of 10™ century have been excavated in the north-western part of Slovakia.

Similar items that can be included lu this typology have been found in Hungary. Hore they are considered to

" be copies of gold and silver earrings.

In Halimba other items were dug out of T64, T 882, T778 and T 918. These items belong in the fine
ob)ects category. Those were made out after a pattern that had the lower part decorated with four bead strings.
Beads close the endings of the lower part and on both parts, bead strings are presant.

" Analogies for this type have been discovered at Bjelo Brdo — T174 alongside with S shape rings and
“type | and 38. Other items worth mentioning here are those in Prijedor — Gomjenica®.

This situation is well pointed out by J. Giesler, who notes that these pieces are mainly found in the ex-
Yugosldvum area and less in Hungary and the same sitation in Romania. Quite frequently, they have been
associated with the Byzantine epoch either as imported objeats or as local products™.

" Garviin- Dinogetia (fig. 12): An alternative type, having a semi-moon and in the central pari of the
interior arch with 2 longish prominence (type 11 Meslerhdyz, 15¢ Giesler) is Lypical for the south-eastern
‘Edropc“. The only piece excavated in Romanin was fonad in Garvin. Mesterhdzy congiders that earrings
with four globs and their moulded imitations spread outside the Moravian territory in the southern part of
Hungary®® mostly in the 10 century. Such items can be found in Ptuj — Grad, Sisak™, Klostar™ and
Gomjenica®’. In Zvonimirovo — Veliko Polje (phase Zvonimirovo I synchronous with Bjelo Brdo 1)* and in
Mahovljani®’ they are in combination with type 1Q Giesler.
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Detta (fig. 11): Among the finds of the 1882 archaeological campaign, there is a bronze Mot ge:
earring. The decoration. from the central pendant is stylized. Unfortunately only one piece of the whole
has been preserved and dates since the tenthr century™. )
Timigoara (fig. 9, 10): A bronze moulded earring type 15b Giesler has been excavated form T 13
considered to be a Byzantine import dated in 10" 11" centuries”. Analyzing the drawing of the item j looks
more like a 14b-Giesler type. A frequent association with type 37, conlirmed by Giesler too, is also confimeg
by this situation™. ,
Another model, which imitates very well the bunch of grapes type, has been excavated from T1§% nd
dated in the second half of the tenth.century. o
Riducineni (fig. 13): Among the finds excavated in 1969 on the northen, part of “Begleaga” hiy ;':
broze earring was gliscovered. Granulated and with ribs, this earring is very much. like the one excnvazed‘i,,:
Garvin- Dinogetia®. '
All the finds excavated on Romanian ground emerged from different cultural areas, consequently wig,
typological differences. They are in a small number and most tikely imports. All of them have analogies in. the
Slav area, where a number of moulds have also been excavated. These are consideredl to be just imitations of
the luxurious Byzantine jewellery. Chronologically speaking, those finds. are dated.in. the tenth and elevent
centuries and come from the necropolis,
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Plate I: [. Blandiana B, 2 - Blandiana A, 3- Alba lulia, 4 - Oradea - Cazarma Husarilor, 5- Oradea — Salca / M.3,
6 - Oradea - Salca / M.4, 7 Oradea - “Salca” M4, B — Cauaceu, 9- Timisoara — Ciareni, 10- Timisoara -Cioreni, 11-
Detta, 12 - Garvin, 13 - Raducineni.



