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The 215 issue of the well-known and valuable series of

ADL is dedicated to presentation of the results of archeologi--
cal excavations in the Middle Palacolithic opcn-air sites’
at Maastricht — Belvédére, volume due to \W. Rocbroeks.

These sites are located in southern part of the Netherlands
(province of Limburg) on the left bank of river Maas, Before
it became known as a Palaeolithic snc, the Belvédére loess and
gravel-pit had attracted from 19 *h century the attention of
collectors for several _generations because Pleistocene fossils
had been found'in its cxposures. ‘In order to explore the sites
affected by the pit (still being exploiled by a commercial quar-
rying fu-m) an archacological project was developped by the
Institute 'of .Prachistory of the University of Leiden between
1980 and '1988. The interdisciplinary research of the pit.which
consists largely in.a virtually uninterrupted series of archaco-
logical rescue.cxcavations is still being continued. The present
volume deals with the results of the 1980 —1985 excavations.
He has nine chapters and four appendix (contributions of threc
others specialists). After a Historical Introduction and 'Back-
ground (pp. 1—7) it is.presented The Geology of Belvédére Pit
and Its Wider Geographical Selling (pp. 9—24) : lithelogy and
lithostratigraphy of Middle and Late Pleistocene deposits,

containing. seven units and more subdivisions. The faunal-

remains {from the various deposits present a picturc of .their
climate and environment time formation and of archacological
assemblages. The Unit IV — C contain several archaeological
assemblages in a primary context and also a large amounts
of patacontological material (mammal and molluscan remdins).

Chapters 3 to 7 (pp. 25—116) present the results of the
archaeological research in Units IV — VI, carried out from
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1980 Lo 1985, as well as a brief descriplion of latter exgaya-
tions. There are {en areas = sites A — K with a tola] gxca-
vated ﬁur!acc of 1,078 m®. The sites B (lower level), (. aud G
belong to Unit IV — € — I and the sites.A, D, F, 1].,,1\ 1o
Lmt IV.— C.— IIL Unit V yiclded only afew arthuun]qucal
rcmams (lhc site B, upper.. IC\ el) whereas the sites . J apd 12
bclong to Unit VI. The richest flint assemblages were disco-
\'crcd in the sxlcs Cand Jand include as artefacts types ; sora-
pcrs, rclouuhcd or just: uscd flakes, backed kni[c\, NCESpirs,
pomls, lxandaxcs (one of them of Micoquian type) as wc,l,l as
a large number of cores prepared in the “Levalois” lcchmguc

,Chapter 8 (pp. 116—131). deals with the evaluation of the
palncoen\ ironmental and. dating evidence for the most impor-
tant archacolog)cal phenomena in the pit, the Unit I\’ =G
sites. Based on recent sedimentological, palaeofaunal (ve.rtc-
brate and molluscan) and palacobotanical cvidences, the,au-
thor, pomtcd out that the Unit IV —C .assemblages appart to
“a warm temperate intra-Saalian climatic pbasc between the
Holsteinian and the advarnce of the Saalian ice sheef irf'the
Gentral Netherlands™. Using the*absolute dating resulis'¢TL
and ESR) this warm-temperate period can be placed:roughly -
around 250 ka. s

In the last chapler (pp. 1J3—150) Thc Belvédére (s Dalgy” «
Isnplications for 'thé Inlerpretation of Hominid Belmmour in
the'ATiddle Palaeolithic,"W. Roebrocks pointed out some h’npor—
tant .observations:and conclusions.:The «¢vidence obtdined:in
refitting flint from the Unit IV sites:indicate that thesp fsis.
tes” represent only one stage of a complex system of produc-
tion, transport and discard of artefacts. The productlon of
flint aftefacts!intendédio be used. clsewhere results invdiffe-
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rent assemblades than the ad hoc produclion.of flakes for
local use ; discussed data from a large European context show-
that there it isindecd arelntions between the transport of flints
and cerlain “economical” forms of core reduclion : frequently
retouched objeets are usually found at a greater distance from
their raw material source than artefacts thatl show no sign of
retouching. Ile also suggests that the spatial incongruity of
the various stages of {linl processing could provide & key to
the ““Mousterian problem”. I'aking inlo consideralion the usso-
cialed occurence of artefacts and poorly bone malerial, there
are also discussed the data related Lo clements introduced by
hominids (a consequence of scavenging or hunting practices),
Despite the results of the analysis of wear traces on the arte-
facts from site G (see AL L. vanGijn, Appendix §, pp. 151 —=157)
the author sustain the opinion in which “the current avai-
luble dala do not yel permit.us tochoose hetween lhese two
options”’, The Appendix II — IV-(pp. 159—169) presenl : a

nole concerning the spatial analysis (P. vnh"de ‘Velde) ; the
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identification of hacmatite as the colouring agenl in red ochre
from sand deposils of the Site G by means o N-ray dillrac-
tion analysis- (C.E.S. Arps); a presculation of {he Aliddle
Palaeolithic surface sites in South Limburg (W. Rocbroeks).
Finally, the volume is completed by a very consistent part of
references, as well as by swmmaries in English and Dutch.
Las(, bul not least, we can remark exceptional quality of the
rich sel of illustralion. The work of . Roebroeks presents in
a modern methodological manner the preliminary results of
excavalions in the pit al Belvédére; “new discovéries may
icad to a differenl interpretation of the geological context of
the archaeological finds than that presented in this volume’.
Despite this fact, the complete-presented and pertinent inter-
preted archacological and interdisciplinary research data con-
tribute {o make from this book avery useful and valuable first
monograph work dealing with the oldest well-dated material
remains of Pleistocene human activities in the Netherlands.
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