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Fig. 3  In front of the Blätterhöhle in Hagen with Jörg Orschiedt (right) and Wolfgang Heuschen (left) who both gave the guided tour of the 
cave site. Special “cave suits” and a helmet are required to enter the cave (Photograph: A. Baus).

Fig. 4  From the right: Harry Robson, Mikkel Sørensen, Theis Jensen and Jörg Orschiedt about to enter the cave (Photograph: A. Baus).
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This session was followed by a short pre
sentation by Marcel Niekus, Luc Amkreutz and 
Bjørn Smit about a few exceptional Stone Age 
finds from the Dutch North Sea. Over the past 
few years the number of archaeological finds 
originating from the North Sea has increased 
dramatically. This is mainly the result of large 
scale infrastructural works such as ‘Maasvlakte 
2’, an extension of the port at Rotterdam, and 
the ‘Zandmotor’ (Sand Engine) at the coast near 
The Hague. Due to sand replenishment hundreds 
of flint artefacts, animal bones with cutmarks, 
worked bone and antler, bone points, and even 
human remains (see Van der Plicht et al., 2016 
for a recent publication) are deposited on beaches. 
In this brief presentation a few, mostly recent, 
important discoveries from ‘Doggerland’ were 
presented. Analyses on these and other finds are 
ongoing as part of a larger project by the newly 
established Doggerland Research Group (DRG). 
(M.N., L.A. & B.S.)

After these sessions, Dr. Erich Claßen and 
Priv. Doz. Dr. Jörg Orschiedt held a public talk 
on the region’s Stone Age points of interest, 
including the Blätterhöhle, in preparation of the 
excursion on Sunday. This talk was followed by 
a conference dinner in Café Luise in Hardt Park.

Excursion

On a sunny Sunday morning, the excursion started 
at the Blätterhöhle in the nearby city of Hagen. 
This famous Mesolithic and Neolithic cave site 
yielded the oldest human fossils in Westphalia and 
reveals fascinating information on the Mesolithic-
Neolithic transition in this region (Orschiedt et 
al., 2012; Orschiedt et al., 2014). Jörg Orschiedt 
and Wolfgang Heuschen offered a guided tour of 
the area of excavation in front of the cave entrance 
(Fig. 3). Three small groups were then allowed to 
enter the cave itself, where excavations have been 
ongoing since 2006 (Fig. 4). The cave entrance is 
very narrow and visitors need to crawl down to 
the site of excavation along a narrow tunnel.

At around noon, the excursion continued 
toward the Monrepos Archaeological Research 
Centre and Museum for Human Behavioural 
Evolution in Neuwied. Here, Elisabeth Noack 
and Martin Street offered a guided tour through 
the Archaeological Research Centre and the 
Museum’s permanent exhibition “UnderstandIng 
HUMANity” which was newly designed in 2014 
(Fig. 5-6). On a journey of discovery to yourself 
“UnderstandIng HUMANity” describes the most 
important stages of our behavioural development 
with moving imagery. Visitors can trace the 
roots of their behaviour and come closer to their 
own identity. This exhibition offers a fascinating 
perspective on the division between Palaeolithic 
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Fig. 5  Guided 
tour through 

the Monrepos 
Archaeological 

Research Centre 
by Martin Street 

(Photograph: 
A. Baus). 
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and Mesolithic, again reflecting the theme of the 
workshop on Friday.

The excursion ended at around 4 pm on 
Sunday, when the attendees left Monrepos for 
their various destinations. A minibus provided by 
the University of Cologne took the international 
guests back to the airports in Cologne and 
Düsseldorf.

Outlook

The Mesolithic conference in Wuppertal was a 
success with over 70 attendees from 8 different 
countries – Germany, the Benelux Countries, 
Austria, Czech Republic, Britain, and Denmark 
(Fig. 7). The international character of this 
meeting was reflected in the wide variety of 
themes presented during the conference. The 
various presentations inspired several interesting 
discussions, specifically revolving around 
how humans responded to climate change 
in North-western Europe, including during 
the Palaeolithic-Mesolithic transition and the 
transformation from hunter-gatherers to farmers. 
These different themes will be explored in more 
detail in the conference proceedings, which will 
be published in the summer of 2018. 
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