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The research center ROCEEH (The Role of Culture 
in Early Expansions of Humans) is a project of the 
Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and Humani­
ties* whose aim is to discover, contextualize and 
preserve the deep past of humankind’s cultural 
heritage. ROCEEH explores the history of hu­
manity and its early expansions between three 
million and 20,000 years ago. ROCEEH also de­
velops cultural concepts with which we examine 
how human culture evolved. ROCEEH makes 
the deep past of our cultural heritage accessible 
by compiling data about archaeological sites and 
their associated assemblages. With a new publi­
cation tool called the ROAD Summary Data Sheet 
this information is now available to the public in 
a concise format.

The ROCEEH Out of Africa Database (ROAD) 
archives systematically collected data from sites 
in Africa and Eurasia. The database contains a 
vast amount of archaeological, palaeoanthropo­
logical, palaeobiological, geographical and bib­
liographical information stored in more than 50 
separate tables. Most of the data come from pub­
lished scientific literature. As of October, 2020, 
ROAD contains data from more than 1,900 locali­
ties, 12,000 assemblages and 3,400 publications, 
with data entry ongoing. 

To make these data accessible to the scientif­
ic and general public, ROAD provides a tool for 
generating a data sheet summarizing informa­
tion about each locality in the form of a PDF. The 
PDF presents essential data for a selected locali­
ty including its geographic coordinates, profiles 
of the geological and archaeological layers, and 
ages of the site, layers and assemblages. Further­
more, the PDF describes the various assemblages 
and their find types as well as publication sources. 
Each ROAD Summary Data Sheet is a publication 
in itself under the license CC BY-NC 4.0 and can 
be effectively used for science, education, data 
sharing and data control. With the publication of 
these data sheets, the project provides a public tool 
for exploring the early human past. The research 
center also hopes for further participation from 
external users to help keep the data as up-to-date 
and accurate as possible.

The ROAD Summary Data Sheets can be ac­
cessed without registration at: https://www.
roceeh.uni-tuebingen.de/roadweb/ [1.10.2020]. 
Everyone interested in learning more about the 
ROCEEH research center and possibilities for 
analyses with ROAD, is invited to visit the pro­
ject’s homepage: www.roceeh.net [1.10.2020].

* The long-term project ROCEEH is located at the 
Senckenberg Research Institute in Frankfurt am Main 
and the University of Tübingen. It has been promoted by 
the Joint Science Conference of the Federal Government 
and the governments of the states of the Federal Republic 
of Germany in the Academies‘ Programme. Funding is 
provided by the Federal Government of Germany (Federal 
Ministry of Education, Science and Research) and the states 
of Baden-Wurttemberg (Ministry of Science, Research and 
the Arts) and Hesse (Ministry of Science and the Arts).
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