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in the cellar, indicate an even earlier date. A study 
of this rubble in the light of the archive sources 
resulted in the existing building being dated to 
around 1475.
Comparisons with other moated castles in West-
phalia dating from roughly the same period made 
it possible to imagine a small castle site, the inner 
courtyard of which was demarcated by two buil-
dings almost in parallel, a gate tower and a short 
stretch of curtain wall.
What emerged was that despite the many conver-
sions and modernisations in subsequent centuries 
and the large-scale redesign on classicistic lines by 
the first non-noble owners in the early nineteenth 
century, the walls of the original castle have been 
largely preserved.
As a result of this finding, the alterations to the 
historical substance have been confined to repla-
cing masonry that had been destroyed. The house 
was not reconstructed to its original design. Pre-
servation and consolidation of the almost entirely 
preserved features of the early nineteenth century 
were the central consideration.
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