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In the late 15th/early 16th centuries 
further fragmentation of proprietary 
rights to the estate and the division of 
the castle amongst three heirs led to 
far-reaching structural changes. Writ- 
ten records since the late 16th Century 
make a distinction between the upper 
castle, belonging to the Hatzfeldt- 
Weisweiler branch, and the lower cas­
tle, owned jointly by the Hatzfeldt- 
Werther-Schönstein and Hatzfeldt- 
Crottorf branches.
Partly redesigned as a baroque build- 
ing with gardens, Wildenburg served 
as a dower house in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. Around 1800 there were in- 
creasing complaints about the damage 
to the fabric of the castle. The lower 
castle was largely pulled down in 1836 
and this was followed in 1856 by dem- 
olition of the dilapidated west wing of 
the upper castle. In 1912 the dilapida­
ted animal housing had to be demol- 
ished with the exception of the outer 
walls of the ground floor.

Bernhard Flüge:
Secular stone buildings in 
Cluny from ca. 1100
For the first time stone urban secular 
buildings of the llth Century have

been identified in Burgundy. The 
houses, situated in Cluny, were origi- 
nally freestanding, compact structures 
built between 1049 and 1109. The 
originally Romanesque (1091) house 
at 20, rue de Merle is a simple rectan- 
gular building with an upper storey, 
forecourt and back garden. Only the 
upper storey was used for accommo- 
dation, while the ground floor may 
have consisted of storage areas and 
workshops. At various places in the 
town examples have been found of a 
hall-type house with a high basement 
level and projecting stair tower. Hous­
es of this type are specially suited for 
meetings and for accommodation and 
there is documentary evidence from 
the 14th and 15th centuries oftheiruse 
for this purpose.

Using the building designs of the 1 Ith 
Century as a basis it is possible to see a 
trend, starting in 1120, towards blocks 
of terraced town houses. The discov- 
eries were prompted by comparable 
examples in Freiburg in Breisgau. The 
compact freestanding houses appear 
to be characteristic of the early and 
late Middle Ages. These findings also 
permit initial conclusions about the 
early layout of Cluny.
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