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Dr. Wilhelm Avenrius †
Am 22. September 2011 verstarb plötzlich 
und unerwartet der langjährige Redaktions-
sekretär der Zeitschrift „Burgen und Schlös-
ser“, Dr. Wilhelm Avenarius, im Alter von 
84 Jahren. Ein Nachruf ist in den „Mittei-
lungen“ Nr. 105, 2011, S. 8, erschienen.

rised by its authoritative presentation 
of research results in great detail and 
complexity and by a wealth of im-
pressive plans and photographs. This 
publication, bringing to mind the 2006 
conference through its title ‘Burgen 
und Städte der Kreuzzugszeit’ [castles 
and cities of the Crusades], and men-
tioning principally the same authors 
and topics, contains over 40 articles 
providing not just several reviews – 
for instance, those by Piana on the 
status of the research to date and the 
future research needs – but also a vast 
number of significant less well-known 
but all the more typical case studies. 
We can but agree with the conclu- 
sions in the article by Lorenz Korn (in 
‘sehepunkte’, the review journal of 
the history-related sciences, volume 
1, issue 11, 2010), both that this publi-
cation was the first (and moreover first 
German-language) academic survey 
since W. Müller-Wiener’s 1966 book 
‘Burgen der Kreuzritter im Heiligen 
Land, auf Zypern und in der Ägäis’ 
[crusader castles in the Holy Land, 
Cyprus and the Aegean], and that 
there will be no better overview of 
Crusader and contemporary Muslim 
architecture for years. The particular 
involvement of the author is demon- 
strated not only in his careful editing 
but also in the astonishing number of 
articles he wrote or co-authored and 
in the numerous photographs of his 
own in the book.
Three authors in volume 4/2009, John 
Zimmer, Werner Meyer and Maria-
Letizia Boscardin, who at that time 
had provided an interim report on their 
research on Crac des Chevaliers, have 
this year published the final results 

of their studies on what is quite pos-
sibly the best-known of all Crusader 
castles under the title ‘Krak des Che-
valiers in Syrien: Archäologie und 
Bauforschung 2003 bis 2007’ [Crac 
des Chevaliers in Syria: Archaeo- 
logy and architectural research from 
2003 to 2007] as Volume 14 of Se-
ries A: DBV research, in a compen- 
dious work with an impressive sepa-
rate section devoted to plans and sup-
plemented with articles by a number 
of other authors.
The DBV welcomes the opportuni-
ty to have offered a forum for the 
exchange of information through our 
direct and indirect support to such im-
portant projects and to have promoted 
that exchange by our initiative.
That European interest in the Middle 
East as a research topic has increased 
in recent years is no doubt due to the 
need for a political repositioning by 
European countries and Europe itself, 
and also to the attempts by Muslims 
living here to integrate into society 
and the identity crisis this process 
often engenders, characterised less 
by the capacity for self-criticism and 
the endeavour to find common values 
than by the fear of having to sur-
render or rethink previous privileges 
they had taken for granted. For that 
reason alone the development of tra-
ditional and innovative elements and 
their backgrounds in a past phase of 
history, common but subject to diffe-
rent interpretations and characterised 
by tension and disputes, should be 
able to contribute to better mutual un-
derstanding.

Philip Côle/Ivor Bloor
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