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emma sweeney PCIfA (13616)

In January 2024 I completed the

Level 4 Historic Environment Advice

Assistant (HEAA) apprenticeship. This

two-year programme was delivered

by Strode College and Historic

England and assessed by CIfA.

Prior to the programme I worked in

heritage and museum operations at

the Fashion and Textile Museum,

London, and for the National Trust for

Scotland. During the pandemic I

secured a role at World Monuments

Fund in Britain, kickstarting a move

away from heritage operations and

securing my current role as Projects Manager in 2021.

My academic background is Art History from the

University of Glasgow, and I have an MA in Arts,

Festival and Cultural Management from Queen

Margaret University, Edinburgh. Although I studied

archaeology for two years during my undergraduate

degree, the project management role required me to

upskill, and the apprenticeship provided the perfect

opportunity.

The apprenticeship enables a fast-track application to

CIfA at Practitioner level. Once I had successfully

completed the programme, the next logical step was to

join CIfA and continue my professional development. 
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evelyn Margaret Baker NDD FSA MCIfA (78)

Obituary by David Baker MCIfA (2)

Evelyn Baker, artist and archaeologist, died at the age

of 83 on 1 August 2024. An early member of the

Executive committee in the original Institute, she

served a term as Vice-Chair Standards. She was also

involved in a range of other committees including

Validation, Registration (Organisations), Professional

Training, and Working Practices. 

Evelyn was the daughter of a naval shipwright. Her 11+

scholarship to Portsmouth High School led to a

painting course at Portsmouth and St Albans, with a

picture accepted for the 1962 London Young

Contemporaries Exhibition alongside a young

Hockney.

She brought special talents to

a rapidly developing scene,

initially encountering

archaeology on Sir Barry

Cunliffe’s major project at

Portchester Castle; at

Fishbourne Roman Palace she

drew marble mouldings and

mosaic pavements tessera-by-

tessera. In early rescue work at

Bedford Castle her visual

training in colour and texture

identified late Saxon timber buildings swept away by

the invading Normans, whose well-documented but

previously undiscovered defensive fossata pavimentata

were a further successful illustrative challenge.

In the ‘rescue crisis’ of pre-PPG16 days when female

archaeological leaders were a rarity, Evelyn kept what

is now Albion Archaeology viable. She managed an

almost continuous 12-year excavation of La Grava, an

alien priory of Fontevrault and royal manor,  later

achieving successful publication through years of

voluntary pension-fuelled post-excavation work. She

brought aesthetic and analytical skills to the rescue of

two fine medieval mosaic tiled pavements from

Cistercian Warden Abbey.

New unit premises in a redundant medieval Bedford

church from 1990 improved opportunities for public

outreach and educational work with like-minded

colleagues. Other notable tasks included work on

Medieval Tile Census of Great Britain, developing a

county ceramic type series with Bedford Museum, and

journal editorship for Church Archaeology and the

Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal. A more detailed,

illustrated account of her life and career can be found

in my eulogy at her commemoration

(https://youtu.be/hHVU5xaqBg4).
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