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Last year we held a series of focus

groups and one-to-one meetings

with members and non-members,

particularly those who are

neurodivergent, to gather feedback

on some of the unintentional

barriers in the accreditation

application process. As a result of

the valuable feedback gathered, and

with additional input from the

Validation committee working group,

we launched our updated guidance

webpages in March 2025. 

The second phase of this work was

completed in July 2025 and involved

restructuring the application webpages.

This has made it easier to navigate the

information needed to apply. These

updates are intended to make applying for

accreditation simpler and more accessible

for a wider range of applicants who want

to apply for or upgrade their membership. 

The Validation committee has already

noticed an improvement in the quality of

applications since undertaking this work

and we will continue to gather feedback

from applicants, making improvements as

part of our regular review process. 

Get in touch with Lianne or Ellen if you

have any application queries (or if we have

moved something you can no longer find!)

and we will be happy to help:

membership@archaeologists.net. 

Quote from member

“ I followed the guidance given by CIfA, which proved invaluable,

as well as advice provided by colleagues who have previously 

been through the application process themselves.

”practitioner (pCIfA)

Obituary Judie english MA Dphil FSA MCIfA (2133) (1947–2025)

Obituary by David Rudling MCIfA (175)

It is with great sadness that I report the recent passing of Dr Judie English following long-

term health problems. Judie was an active field archaeologist in both Sussex and Surrey

and published extensively on her findings – most recently, in the Sussex Archaeological

Collections on a project undertaken with David Lea and Richard Tapper to investigate

cross-ridge dykes on the South Downs. Judie’s doctoral thesis was Pattern and progress:

field systems of the second and early first millennia BC in southern Britain. 

Judie was also a very skilled, motivating and popular adult education tutor and taught

various archaeology courses for the Centre for Continuing Education (CCE) at the

University of Sussex, the Sussex School of Archaeology and History, the Rottingdean

Whiteway Centre (RWC) at Henfield, and many other centres. She also gave numerous

evening lectures to various organisations throughout the region. 

Judie was a long-standing Trustee of the Council for British Archaeology South-East and was for many years the editor of its newsletters.

She was also a Vice-President of the Surrey Archaeological Society and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London. 

Judie was buried on 10 June at the Woodland Burial Ground at Shamley Green, and according to her wishes will have an oak tree

planted above her grave. Judie will be much missed.

Jade foxall pCIfA (13860)

I graduated with a degree in archaeology from the University of Chester in 2021, in which I had

focused heavily on heritage management. In 2022, I started a six-month apprenticeship as a

Trainee Historic Environment Researcher – my foot in the door to commercial archaeology. After

my apprenticeship I became a desk-based assessment writer and in late 2024, I joined Headland

Archaeology on a graduate scheme. I completed this in 2025 and was promoted to an

Archaeological and Built Heritage Consultant. I am also a casual museum assistant with Cheshire

West and Chester Museums on weekends.

I joined CIfA as I wanted to be a recognised member of the archaeology industry and to continue

to progress in my career. Headland Archaeology is a CIfA Registered Organisation, and I wanted

to represent my company and the team’s commitment to professionalism.

My simple advice to those applying: don’t overthink it – you are far more competent than you

believe!

Matthew Brooks ACIfA (6438)

After completing my degree in Roman archaeology in 2010, I began my career in fieldwork with Cotswold

Archaeology, later gaining further experience at the Museum of London, Oxford Archaeology and the University of

Cambridge. My background spans fieldwork, environmental archaeology and consultancy, both in the UK and

Ireland. I then worked remotely as a freelance consultant while living abroad, and during this time I founded a

startup offering online resources in archaeology, history and science; this was initially aimed at the Asian

education market but today it operates globally. I currently work as a consultant with CFA Archaeology and particularly enjoy working on

renewable energy projects. 

After several years in the profession, I felt it was the right time to apply for CIfA membership, something I had not previously pursued. I

am pleased to have taken that step now. I am a strong advocate for ethics in archaeology, which I view as central to the work we do.

This aligns with CIfA’s core values, particularly in ensuring that all archaeologists have a voice within the sector.

Member news
Making CIfA’s application process for

individual accreditation more accessible 
Lianne Birney MCIfA (7472), Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

You said We did

Language and layout can be a barrier Copy-editor/information designer reviewed  

the information and provided a suggested 

structure and layout for the competence matrix  

and webpages, which we have amended/updated.

provide tools to help clarify what is New tools include pre-recorded presentations, 

needed/how to access help statement examples, MCIfA quality assurance 

reference guide, ‘find your professional level’ 

page, Membership team contact details.

Clarify how much to write and how Included in FAQs

long it might take to complete

Learning from other people’s Testimonies webpage renamed ‘Member 

experiences would be useful experiences’ and member bios now included 

in the professional pathways bulletins.

Anxiety surrounding MCIfA interview To support this, we have provided: sample

preparation interview questions, recorded presentation, 

STAR method and FAQs to help with interview 

preparation, and informal drop-ins for concerns/ 

queries instead of a formal workshop. 

promotion of the MCIfA interview Member experiences are collected and 

experience would be useful published. Articles in the TA about the process 

(eg Dec 2024)

For more information: https://www.archaeologists.net/join;

https://www.archaeologists.net/join/accredited Judie English (centre). Photo: David Rudling

Lianne Birney

Lianne is CIfA's Head of Membership. She manages the professional accreditation

applications and engagement, supporting the overall governance of the Institute.


