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Member news

Dr John P Salvatore MCIfA (76) 

President of the Devon Archaeological Society 2018

It was an honour earlier this year to be inaugurated as the

President of the Devon Archaeological Society (DAS) as

2018 coincides with the 90th anniversary of the

organisation, which held its formative meeting in Exeter in

December 1928. Indeed, a number of events and talks are

being held to mark the occasion and in particular the

contribution of the DAS and its members over the past

decades in advancing knowledge of the archaeology and

built heritage of all periods within the county. This has

been achieved through the publication of the Society’s

annual proceedings and its wholehearted support for

excavation, research and educational projects. The

Society is one of the largest in the country – as befits a

county which possesses such a rich variety of

archaeological monuments and buildings – and it has for

a number of years run seminars and classes for its

members not only at its Exeter premises but further afield

within Devon. A series of regular winter talks and summer

field visits also take place.

I was perhaps asked to take the role of President of the

DAS as I have been lucky enough to have spent the

majority of my working life in Devon, initially as an

excavator on the Roman military bath-house at Exeter

directed by Paul Bidwell and then as a site supervisor at

the major Guildhall Shopping Centre scheme under the

tutelage of the late Chris Henderson, who was

instrumental in teasing out the plan of the legionary

fortress at Exeter from the various excavations that took

place across the city during the 1970s and early 1980s.

Full publication of the fortress is still awaited, but the DAS

and Exeter City Council have supported the forthcoming

publication of the 1970s excavation of the Roman military

compounds outside the fortress and a report on what is

believed to be a Roman military supply base on the

Topsham Road to the south of Exeter city centre,

discovered in 2010. 

During the coming year I will be directing much of my

attention to ensuring that the Devon Archaeological

Society celebrates its 90th anniversary in style and I am

particularly looking forward to next September, when the

Society is planning a two-day Roman-themed event in the

city with guided walks of the Roman walls by members of

the Society and displays by the local Isca Romano living

history group. 

Henry Cleere Hon. MCIfA (6)

We were sad to hear that Henry Cleere passed away in August 2018. Henry was a founder member of the IfA and lifetime

Hon. MCIfA. He was a visionary individual, whose contribution to archaeology and the profession has been singular.

You can read the obituary by the EAA at https://www.e-a-a.org/EAA/Navigation_News/Henry_Cleere.aspx

Obituary


