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Member news

recent promotion within Norfolk County Council Historic 
Environment Service made this more urgent, as this 
appropriately reflects my skills and experience.

John Percival MCIfA (5145)

By the time I graduated from the Bournemouth HND course 
in 1992, I had already begun to work in professional 
archaeology. After graduating from the University of Sheffield 
in 1994 with a BA in Archaeology and Prehistory, I worked as 
a field archaeologist in a variety of locations, mostly in 
London and southern England. I moved back to Norfolk to 
work at NPS Archaeology (formerly Norfolk Archaeological 
Unit) between 1996 and 2009, becoming a supervisor and 
then a project officer. After that, until 2017 I worked as a 
freelance archaeologist, both as a subcontractor and 
undertaking small-scale fieldwork and consultancy projects. I 
joined Norfolk County Council Historic Environment Service 
planning team in 2017, where I was recently promoted to 
Senior Historic Environment Officer and am currently acting 
Team Leader.

In addition to my work in the UK I have taken part in 
archaeological projects in Jordan, Bulgaria, Sudan, Albania, 
Italy, Romania and the United Arab Emirates. I have been 
intending to upgrade to MCIfA for a number of years. My

James Patience MAAIS MCIfA (7061) 

by Liam McQuillan MCIfA (8881)

James Patience passed away after a short illness on 17 November 2019.

James was a highly valued member of staff in DfC Historic Environment Division for almost 30 years. His work as an archaeological

surveyor and illustrator was highly esteemed by all of his peers and has featured in many of Northern Ireland’s well-known published

archaeological reports and monographs – he may well have had

more of his handiwork published than anyone else in the

archaeological sector in Northern Ireland. 

James was passionate about his work, never more so than when it

was contributing to the conservation of a historic monument, and 

his legacy is his input to the conservation and bringing back to life

of Ballycopeland Windmill in Millisle, County Down. His surname

epitomised his meticulous and thorough attitude in his work. 

Outside of work James was a highly talented musician, passionate

about playing the Irish harp, and had recorded two successful

albums with his family – wife Aine and children Jack and Katie.

Loved and missed by his colleagues for his wit, work and wisdom,

James’s legacy lives on in the turning sails of Ballycopeland

Windmill (among many other monuments), and in the skillsets he

embedded in many of the people he worked alongside.

obituary

John Percival

James Patience. Credit: Tony Corey
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