
Karen Louise Gavin BA PCIfA (8758)
‘The Volunteer Whisperer’

Karen Louise Gavin, née Halls, was born
on 13 November 1963 in Withington,
Manchester. Karen died at the Christie
Hospital Manchester on 18 February 2021
aged 57. After almost two years of
treatment for lymphoma, Karen contracted
Covid-19, from which she was too weak 
to recover. 

The funeral service was conducted by
Dawn Davies, a celebrant accredited by
Humanists UK, at the Flintshire
crematorium on 15 March and live
streamed to those who were unable to
attend. 

Karen graduated from Chester University
in 2010 and after a short time volunteering
with Big Heritage on community
archaeology projects, she was recognised
for her natural ability to enthuse and teach
the other volunteers, many of whom went
on to study archaeology at college and
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Tim Malim MCIfA (1826)

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust is
pleased to announce the appointment of
Tim Malim as its new lead for Field
Services, taking over from Nigel Jones on
his retirement. Tim joins CPAT from SLR
Consulting, a global environmental
planning consultancy, where he was
Technical Discipline Manager for 14 years,
advising clients as part of the design team,
providing planning support and Cultural
Heritage EIAs, as well as designing and
implementing programmes of multi-
disciplinary heritage management, such 
as the pioneering Waterlogged
Archaeological Deposits, Nantwich and
Must Farm preservation monitoring

Member news

projects. Prior to this, Tim was a consultant
with Gifford, after founding and directing
Cambridgeshire County Council’s
Archaeological Field Unit (now Oxford
Archaeology East) in 1990. 

Tim is a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries of London, Chair of the
Federation of Archaeological Managers
and Employers (FAME), and has published
extensively, particularly in his research
interests of ancient routeways, Anglo-
Saxon dykes, and prehistoric monuments.
Tim’s move to CPAT was influenced by the
remit and ethos of the Trust, and our
research interests, which reflects his own

university. Karen was employed by Big
Heritage as a community archaeologist
and worked with primary and secondary
school students, hospitals, and children’s
and adolescents’ mental health units, as
well as with elderly individuals and groups.
She could put everyone at ease while at
the same time pushing them to develop
their capabilities. 

Literally thousands of children and adults
have happily muddied their hands
alongside Karen in test pits and trenches –
hence the affectionate title of ‘The
Volunteer Whisperer’.

Karen is survived by her husband Tony,
daughters Sally and Rebecca,
grandchildren Olivia, Ben, Joe, Jack and
Corey, her father Walter and brother Neil.

In lieu of flowers, the family ask that
donations be made to:

https://www.gofundme.com/manage/karen-
gavin-archaeologist-memorial-fund. This
fund in Karen’s name will support students,
schools and community projects in
association with Big Heritage and Chester
University Archaeology Department.

aspirations and the type of holistic heritage
approach that was followed when he
directed the Cambridgeshire Field Unit.

Obituaries

Tim Malim. Credit: Tim Malim

Karen Gavin. Credit: Tony Gavin
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Richard Ivens BA PhD FSA MCIfA (210)
by Brian Davison MCIfA (8)

It is just over a year since Richard Ivens
died. He was 70 years old. 

Richard joined the Institute almost from its
beginning, being elected a member in
1984. This was a major professional
commitment for a young man whose every
instinct was to stay out of any possible
limelight. It was another 15 years before his
many achievements were recognised by
election as a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries of London.  

Northamptonshire through and through, in
1969 Richard moved to the Department of
Archaeology at Queen’s University Belfast.
After graduation, he took up a post as
assistant to Professor Martyn Jope; helping
to write up excavations at Deddington
Castle, Richard built a remarkable working
relationship with him which lasted until
Martyn’s death.  

Richard stayed at Queen’s for another ten
years. For two seasons he acted as an
exemplary assistant director on my own
excavations at Sulgrave in

Karl Taylor MCIfA (2398)

Since becoming a member of the IfA in
2002, my career has taken several twists
and turns, and I have lived and worked 
all over the UK and abroad. My lucky
break occurred straight after university,
when I landed a job at Stratascan in
Worcestershire and was fortunate to go
out to Zeugma in Turkey to carry out GPR
surveys over the remains of the city.
However, being a Lancashire lad, I
yearned for the North and landed a job at
OA North, where I was very happy and
progressed from site assistant to senior

project manager during my 10-plus years
there. Several consultancy, management
and senior management roles later, I was
running my own business following
redundancy at the beginning of the Covid-
19 crisis. After Christmas, I took up the role
of Head of Archaeology at ARS Ltd and
have recently upgraded to MCIfA. I have
been lucky to gain many lifelong friends
within the profession and I’d like to thank
all those who have supported and helped
me along the way; it’s been a blast!

Northamptonshire, another of Martyn
Jope’s many projects. However, the
medieval ceramic industry in southern
England was his abiding interest and after
being awarded a Doctorate in 1981 he
spent a year at Bradford University,
following up his own excavation of
medieval pottery kilns and carrying out
neutron activation analyses at Brill,
Buckinghamshire. During this time he also
worked for the Department of the
Environment (NI), directing work at many
sites and collaborating with Professor
Derek Simpson.  

Richard moved back to England in 1988,
spending the next six years as a senior
field archaeologist with the Milton Keynes
Archaeological Unit, managing extensive
excavation and post-excavation
programmes and eventually becoming
responsible for most of the management
of the Unit. 

Always a shy and very private person who
preferred to work in his own way
whenever possible, Richard spent the last

20 years of his life freelance, working for
English Heritage, the British Academy, the
Commission for New Towns and the
Ashmolean Museum, adding to an already
impressive list of research publications.
Richard had a patient and unassuming
preparedness to take up the work of other
authors and help bring their results to
fruition. His contribution to seeing Martyn
Jope’s Early Celtic Art through to
publication was vital, and the present
writer is hugely grateful for his help in
reforming the field archive for his own
excavations at Sulgrave, 20 years after
Richard first took part in them. 

The remaining work from Martyn Jope,
alongside Richard’s own papers, is now
being selflessly shouldered by his long-
term partner, Dr Isabel Lisboa, as she tries
to make sure all find their way to a safe
and appropriate archive.

Richard Ivens. Credit: MKAU defunct

Unit – in Isabel Lisboa’s possession

Karl Taylor. Credit: Karl Taylor
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