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This guide is for anyone who needs to commission archaeology. It explains 
what you need to do and why you need a professional archaeologist to 
help you through the process. It also provides some recent case studies 
as examples. This guide will help you increase the benefits from your 

archaeological work and avoid some of the possible hazards.

Involving professional archaeologists early in your project will help you
• plan the archaeological elements of your project to add value
• assess the timetable and resource requirements
• ensure you have the right skills in place to interpret and fulfil your obligations

You can find a copy of this guide, along with further information and additional 
case studies, on CIfA’s website at www.archaeologists.net.
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