DR EMILY TEETER: EDUCATOR, MENTOR, AND FRIEND

I had the pleasure of meeting Dr Emily Teeter in Chicago in October 2015.
Dr Teeteris a great professor in Egyptology and a good and respectable individual
of a kind that one rarely encounters in one’s personal and professional life.

I have visited the United States of America multiple times since 2005, but
our paths did not cross until I was a master’s degree student, at the Faculty of
Archaeology at Cairo University, when I received a three-month fellowship
from the American Research Center in Egypt to collect scientific material
from museums and libraries in the United States of America.

My first stop was the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. For
three months, Dr Teeter welcomed me to the University, and it was a great joy
to engage with her intellectually and to get to know her personally. I had avidly
followed her work and publications and, prior to meeting her, I was in awe of
her scientific standing in the field of Egyptology. After spending time at the
institute under her guidance, I was even more impressed with her integrity,
humility, and hospitable nature. She is a wonderfully pleasant person, with
poise and confidence and an easy smile that makes you feel as if you are old
friends and puts everyone around her at ease.

As an educator, she was gentle and patient in her guidance on how to utilize
the institute’s library as well as the University of Chicago’s library, guiding me
as I collected all the scientific material, including articles and books, I needed
for my master’s thesis on the topic of the Crown of Justification from the
Predynastic Period until the end of the Greco- Roman period. The information
I was able to gather not only greatly supported my scientific studies but also
helped me in my work as a General Supervisor of Administration at the general
office of the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities.

Perhaps what helped me most during my visit was that my professor,
Emily Teeter, was well-connected and willing to facilitate introductions. She
introduced me to American professors and students of antiquities in the city
and helped me accomplish my goals in Chicago. She is truly a person worthy of
respect and appreciation, professionally and personally, and my words surely
do not do her justice. I am delighted to be able to contribute to this Festschrift
a token of appreciation that speaks of Emily as an educator and a mentor, and
now a life-long friend.

SHAABAN ABDEL GAWAD
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