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RDA: l’exemple de Stephan Hermlin« und Denise Hippolyte »Le roman comme document 

de civilisation. Un exemple: Mary Barton«.

Die einzelnen Beiträge enthalten interessante theoretische und methodologische Überlegun

gen zur »Civilisation«. Dies gilt besonders für den Beitrag von Serge Gouaze, »Enseignement 

et etudes de civilisation: de l’enseignement anthropolinguistique aux approches generalistes« 

(S. 77 ff.), der sich auch mit der deutschen »Landeskundediskussion« der 7Cer Jahre auseinan

dersetzt. Leider werden diese Überlegungen jedoch nicht zu einer Synthese zusammengefaßt. 

Das Heft liefert deshalb keinen expliziten Beitrag zur Theorie- und Methodendiskussion der 

»Civilisation«. Dies ist bedauerlich, da die Zukunft der Disziplin von ihrer wissenschaftlichen 

Fundierung abhängt. Es ist zu hoffen, daß dieses Versäumnis in künftigen Publikationen 

nachgeholt wird. Davon könnte auch der Gedankenaustausch zwischen der französischen 

»Civilisation« und der deutschen »Landeskunde« bzw. den deutschen »Landeswissenschaf

ten« profitieren. 

Roland Höhne, Kassel

Informatique et prosopographie. Actes de la Table Ronde du CNRS, Paris, 25-26 octobre

1984, ed. Helene Millet, Paris (Editions du Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique)

1985, 360 p.

The research reports and methodological contributions presented in this volume - twenty-five 

in all - ränge in time and space from the Near East in the third millennium B.C. to Paris of 

scarcely a gencration ago. The subjects treated and the type of sources used show an equally 

great variety, from a discussion of the use of chi-square to the study of ships, from seals to 

court rolls.

For all this diversity the studies indeed have a common focus of interest, as the book’s title 

teils us: By pooling their experiences the contributors give an overview over the possibilities 

Computers give to this kind of research and the problems one is likely to meet. Comparing 

experiences one may very well find that somebody eise has solved the research problems 

which impede one’s own progress, or can show new possibilities, even if the subjects are 

separated by many thousand years or the sources used are quite different.

This is not to say that all these research reports are equally informative; some are obviously 

prcliminary, sketching out a few of the problems met with, while others could be printed as 

final reports just as they are presented hcre, giving information not just about the results but 

also about the hardwarc and Software used, the data collection and the data analysis: Petit and 

Zysbcrg’s study of French Revolutionär}’ and Imperial gcnerals is for instance a thoroughly 

competent sociological investigation of carccrs.

While many of these studies indicate a historical rapprochement with sociology, they also 

show that thcre are problems particularly urgent to history, notably as concerns data 

collection, and where history therefore has taken a lead with methodological developmcnts: 

Thus the program System Prosop, dcscribcd by Jean-Philippc Genet and Michael Hainsworth, 

and the rcmarkablc program System Clio, which is dcscribcd both by Josef Smets and by 

Manfred Thallcr, would comc as a valuablc innovation to, for instance, social Science contcnt 

analysts. Progress in this ficld will ccrtainly continue, but thcre is no doubt that historians 

alrcady have programs which are uscr-fricndly as well as suited to their purposcs.

While not all contributions to this book are equally valuablc, the current or prospcctivc uscr 

of Computers will ccrtainly find a great deal of uscful information, and perhaps also some 

cncouragcmcnt, in it.

Ferdinand Linthoe N.CSHAGEN, Oslo


