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316 Rezensionen

defendu devant Brejnev les vues du gouvemement de la R.F.A. sur la R.D.A. >Celle-ci est, dit- 

il, une creation russe artificielle qui ne peut etre durable. Dans le cadre d’une detente generale, 

ajouta-t-il, une reunification de l’Allemagne ä long terme apparaitra comme une question Sans 

importance« (p.320). Ainsi le General, naguere promoteur d’une Sorte de Confederation 

germanique, parle dans le sens meme des accords de 1954 qu’il avait tant critiques et soutient ä 

Moscou la cause de l’unite allemande comme ces accords l’y engageaient. Cette acceptation du 

grand toumant des relations franco-allemandes, de meme que la continuite des bons rapports 

de Giscard d’Estaing et Helmut Schmidt et Mitterrand - Helmut Kohl constituent un grand 

Henry Rollet, La Celle St. Cloud

facteur d’esperance.

En soulignant les initiatives europeennes de la France en matiere de recherche de pointe, 

M. Scholl-Latour contribue ä dissiper le scepticisme et les prejuges qui demeurent encore en 

Allemagne sur les possibilites techniques de la France. II confirme le bien fonde d’une 

politique qui tend a affirmer les possibilites d’une Europe unie dans les conditions de la societe 

pos t-industrielle.

Franz Knipping, Ernst Weisenfeld (Hg.), Eine ungewöhnliche Geschichte. Deutschland - 

Frankreich seit 1870, Bonn (Europa Union Verlag) 1988, 207 p.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the mutual pledge of Cooperation signed in 1963 by Charles de 

Gaulle and Konrad Adenauer provided the immediate occasion for a Conference from which 

this anthology has been drawn. It is certainly well to celebrate happy events, but the reviewer 

of a collective volume must of course ask whether it has any scholarly merit that transcends 

the popping of Champagne corks in the background.

Unfortunately the answer is: not very much. The galaxy of authors gathered here surely 

does not lack prominence. Yet most of them appear to have taken this matter somewhat 

lightly. Either they tend to warm over subjects already treated with more serieux elsewhere or 

they allow themselves to be represented by writings prepared for some other purpose, such as 

the excerpt from a 1978 book by Henri Amouroux and the text of a 1982 lecture by Eberhard 

Jäckel. A number of historical sketches invoke some of the familiär topics of recent Franco- 

German history: Josef Becker on the outbreak of war in 1870; Christian Baechler on the 

fate of Alsace-Lorraine; Georges-Henri Soutou and Jacques BariSty on the treaty of 

Versailles and its consequences; Peter Krüger on Briand and Stresemann; Franz Kipping on 

French policy toward a defeated and divided Germany after 1945. These Statements are 

competent enough, but they cannot hope to provide more than a few random glimpses of 

Problems that would obviously require more thorough examination to achieve any coherence. 

Thus it is best to consider this Symposium as a sort of Festschrift and to adjust one’s 

expectations accordingly.

The virtues and faults of the entire anthology are beautifully epitomized by its final entry: a 

bracingly witty essay by Alfred Grosser on the present and future of Europe. In his 

inimitable style Grosser darts gracefully from one theme to another while delivering a series of 

cutting and clever remarks. For example on the Bundesrepublik: »Nur sie hat Hitler in der 

Vergangenheit gehabt. Die DDR will das nicht wahrhaben, und Österreich hat es vergessen.« 

Or on the Atlantic alliance: »Wir Franzosen haben lange in der Bundesrepublik gesagt: 

Vertraut den Amerikanern nicht, sie werden Euch nicht verteidigen. Vertraut uns, wir werden 

Euch natürlich auch nicht verteidigen.« Yet Grosser’s analysis does not fail to underscore both 

the heavy bürden of the historical past and the extreme difficulty of attaining a meaningful 

European unity, which must necessarily begin with a bedrock of Franco-German cooperation. 

This, presumably, is the message that the editors of this »unusual history« hoped to convey all 

along. In the end, willy-nilly, they almost succeed.

Allan Mitchell, San Diego, California


