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que dans la littérature ou la musique. Un index alphabétique des auteurs et des titres (plus de
350 pages) permet de savoir immédiatement si la Bibliothéque posséde une source déja
identifiée. A I'intérieur de chaque rubrique, des subdivisions systématiques fournissent la
rétérence du champ précis de la recherche. L’ouvrage est ainsi un irremplagable instrument de
travail qu1 évitera bien des déplacements longs et cotiteux.

Mais il est encore plus que cela. La richesse du fonds présenté permet une premiére
approche précise de I’état des sources imprimées et des recherches magonniques. On pourra
certes peut-étre regretter de ne pas trouver le roman de Knigge »Histoire de Ludwig von
Seelbergs, alors que la Bibliothéque posséde, du méme, le »Roman de ma vie« et »I’Histoire de
Peter Claus«, ou le théme des sociétés secrétes n’apparait que de maniére trés marginale. Ainsi
le veut sans doute le hasard des acquisitions: quelle Bibliothéque peut revendiquer une
exhaustivité absolue?

La rubrique »Histoire« (pp.119-419) est particuliérement précieuse. Qutre qu’elle indique
tous les instruments nécessaires concernant Ihistoire de la franc-magonnerie des origines i nos
jours (les sociétés secrétes non magonniques ou pseudo-magonniques, comme les Rose-Croix ou
les Illuminés, sont regroupées dans la rubrique » Autres associations«, pp. 609-652), elle contient
des subdivisions consacrées a des problémes qui intéressent beaucoup les chercheurs d’aujour
d’hui: ainsi celui de attitude des francs-magons face aux guerres de libération (pp. 275-292). Les
»insatisfaits et dégus« de la magonnerie ne sont pas oubliés (p. 293), ni les efforts d’unification des
différents systémes (p. 272 sq.). La rubrique »Doctrine« fait une place particuliére aux rapports
de la magonnerie avec le christianisme (p. 445-459), le judaisme (p. 460 sq.), la politique (p. 470),
I’Etat (p.471 sqq.) ou la question sociale (p. 462 sq.).

On ne peut citer ici toutes les subdivisions (il y en a plus de 100). Mais ce que nous en avons dit
suffit a faire comprendre que 'ouvrage, autant qu’un catalogue, est un manuel d’introduction aux
recherches magonniques. Le non-initié saura sélectionner rapidement les titres qui le treront de
son ignorance en matiére de grades, de rituels, d’obédiences etc. L historien repérera tout de suite
les sources et les études qui s’inscrivent dans telle période, tel mouvement. Lhistorien des idées
ou de la littérature aura vite a sa disposition les textes indispensables. En un mot, il faut souligner
combien ce genre d’ouvrage, trop rare, peut faire gagner un temps précieux aux chercheurs, mais
aussi les aiguiller sur des pistes fructueuses et leur indiquer les possibilités réalistes quant 2 la
constitution d’un corpus. L’essor prodigieux de Pinformatique permet d’espérer que d’autres

champs de recherche pourront étre ainsi balisés.
Pierre-André Bors, Reims

Lothar Gaii, Von der Stindischen zur Birgerlichen Gesellschaft. Munich (R. Oldenbourg)
1993, 147 p., Enzyklopidie Deutscher Geschichte, 25).

This latest addition to an immensely valuable series predictably meets its high standards
and aims (the author being also its chief editor), but in one sense diverges from its usual
pattern and contributes something special. Like all the others, this volume combines a
compact »encyclopedic overview« of a broad but manageable theme of German history with a
critical analysis of the historiographical literature and controversies. But while most topics in
the series are fairly standard, this one has a theme in a sense invented or developed in the last
quarter century. The author, perhaps best known internationally as the biographer of
Bismarck', has in a series of books and articles advanced the concept of a transition from an
estate-centered to a citizen-centered society as a (perhaps the) central and defining aspect of
Germany’s political, social, and intellectual-cultural development between about 1750 and

1 Bismarck der weisse Revolutionar (Frankfurt, 1980).
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1850, and is thus ideally equipped to describe it, distinguish this interpretation of it from other
approaches, discuss the considerable literature and debates over it, and defend it as concept
and historical reality.

Its key terms, Stand, standisch, Biirgertum, and birgerlich are difficult to translate or define,
but the basic idea as explained and nuanced by the author is clear enough: the movement from
a society in which the status, work, self-image, and life style of most persons was largely
determined by the estate into which they were born, to one in which, at least in the reigning
ideal, all were equal, autonomous citizens in a society open to individual choice and
development through education and enterprise. The »Enzyklopiadischer Uberblicke«
discusses various aspects of the transition-dynamic forces already present in an 18th century
society of restricted mobility, the impact of the French Revolution, Napoleon, and the reform
era, the concept and goals of early birgerlich society, its lines of development, old and new
elites, and old and new conflict lines, ending with the growing threat to its ideals in the »social
question« of the Vormarz — the rise of urban and rural pauperism as the consequence of rapid
population growth and proto-industrialization. If much of this discussion is, inevitably,
highly compressed and somewhat abstract, two things compensate for it. First, the review of
the literature does not simply or mainly describe the various works, but is organized according
to the same themes to show how each author contributes to them. Second, while insisting
convincingly that the transition was more a political and intellectual-cultural phenomenon
than a consequence of economic change, Gall also shows how it was solidly grounded in
concrete, everyday experience, including economic transformation.

Students and those outside German history will find the work an invaluable introduction,
even experts will profit from its details, and those (like myself) who come at German history
from other angles will surely gain valuable information and insights. I was struck, for example,
by the return to Kant and away from Hegel, Marx, and even Weber this concept of social
transition represents, and surprised to learn that the concept of Bildungsbiirgertum is a later
invention of doubtful applicability to the early 19th century. In short, the work is interesting,
instructive, and convincing.

One minor criticism: while the coverage of the literature seemed on the whole thorough and
judicious, there were certain omissions, especially of non-German works. Perhaps failing to
mention E. H. Hobsbawm, R. R. Palmer, Jacques Godechot, and others in discussing the twin
revolutions of this era in the West can be justified on the ground that their contributions are
too general and widely known to need it, but other works, e.g., T. C. W. Blanning’s on the
impact of the French Revolution on Germany? and Joachim Whaley’s on Hamburg’ seem
directly relevant. Moreover, so important a book as Bernd von MUNcHOW-POHL’s » Zwischen
Reform und Krieg: Untersuchungen zur Bewusstseinslage in Preussen-1809-1812« (GOttingen,

1987) surely belongs in this discussion somewhere. |
Paul W. ScHROEDER, Urbana

Lexikon zu Demokratie und Liberalismus 1750-1848/49, herausgegeben von Helmut REINAL-
TER, Frankfurt/Main (Fischer Taschenbuch Verlag) 1993, 360 S. (Geschichte Fischer, 10763).

Le développement des techniques d’exploitation informatique entraine une tloraison de
»Dictionnaires« de toute sorte, ou sont répertoriés événements, personnages, courants de

2 Reform and Revolution in Mainz, 1743-1803 (New York, 1974); The French Revolution in Germany:
Occupation and Resistance in the Rhineland 1792-1802 (Oxford, 1983).
3 Religious Toleration and Social Change in Hamburg, 1529-1819 (Cambridge, 1985).



