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Stadtzerstorung und Wiederaufbau 177

S’1l en est bien ainsi, c’est en fin de compte la pratique historique qui tranche, et non la
théorie, et on en revient, sinon 2 Lénine et 2 ses »faits tétus«, du moins a ’empirisme britan-
nique dans son évidence: la preuve du pudding, c’est qu’on le mange, ou, en d’autres termes,
la preuve de la révolution, c’est qu’elle réussit, ne serait-ce qu’a moitié, malgré ce qu’en a dit
Saint-Just. Et c¢’est peut-étre 13, au fond, ce qu’indique P. Wende tout 2 la fin de son intro-
duction lorsqu’il écrit que, de la longue série des différents chapitres de son livre sur les
révolutions particuliéres, pourrait naitre I'intuition de ce qu’est »la« révolution. La théorie —
au sens originel grec de description empirique d’une série d’objets, comme la »théorie« des
vaisseaux chez Homere — se substituerait alors a la théorie au sens moderne du mot: concep-
tualisation et abstraction, utiles mais toujours insuffisantes.

Lucien Cavrvig, Toulouse

Werner ROSENER (Hg.), Staat und Krieg. Vom Mittelalter bis zur Moderne, Gottingen
(Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht) 2000, 244 p. (Sammlung Vandenhoeck).

This short book is valuable not so much as a distinctive or comprehensive treat-
ment of the subject, but rather for focusing on the need to consider the issue of state/war
relations across a long time scale. It is also necessary to be wideranging geographically and
in this the collection is a disappointment; although that is equally true of much other work
on the subject. Philippe CoNTAMINE brings in a French perspective but in essence this is a
collection by Germans about the situation in Germany, or, at least, from a very Germanic
perspective. Had the title indicated such a restriction, readers could argue that they had been
warned, but, as with so many other collections, they are not. Similarly, for example, »War
and Competition between States«, edited by Philippe Contamine, Oxford 2000, a work that
appears in the series >The Origins of the Modern State in Europes, ignores Eastern Europe.
In Rosener’s volume there is no reason why areas outside Europe should not have been
included. Thus, Ute PLANERT’s interesting piece on war/modernisation pressures in South-
western Germany in the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic period could have been
complemented by a piece on similar pressures later in the nineteenth century in the Orient.
Jorg EcHTERNKAMP looks forward from the German War of Liberation to consider war and
nationalism in Germany, an able piece, that, again, would have benefited from a wider con-
textualisation.

Nor can it be said that the pieces are well integrated. Rosener provides a useful introduc-
tion that locates the volume in the historiography, but there is no conclusion and the contri-
butions do not really fit together. This, of course, is a problem with many such collections,
but it leaves a sense of dissatisfaction. On the other hand, the individual contributions are
valuable. Heinhard STEIGER, Diethelm KvripPEL and Michael ZwANGER are particularly to
be congratulated for providing effective guidance to legal and other theoretical discussions
and developments in the two centuries after Westphalia. Those interested in this important
subject should also read Duchhardt in the Contamine volume.

Jeremy BLACK, Exeter

Martin K6rNER (Hg.), Stadtzerstdorung und Wiederaufbau. Schluflbericht / Destruction
and Reconstruction of Towns. Final report / Destruction et reconstruction des villes. Rap-

port final, Bd. 3, Bern (Haupt) 2000, 196 S.
Die Internationale Kommission fiir Stadtegeschichte, Mitglied des Internationalen

Komitees der Geschichtswissenschaften, vertieft auf ihren jahrlichen Kolloquien Themen-
bereiche im Fiinfjahresturnus, die fiir die Stadtgeschichtsforschung als prioritir gelten; zu-
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