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Anzeigen

Jérome HELIE, Petit Atlas historique des Temps modernes, Paris (Armand Colin) 2000, 174 p.
(Collection U).

This 1s a useful book for students, but not a particularly impressive historical atlas.
The reason is simple. This 1s an atlas with very few maps. Indeed, it would be more appro-
priate to refer to this as a book which includes some maps as illustrations. In addition, the
maps are black and white and are not therefore able to carry much detail. It is possible to use
shades, stiples and other devises to increase the information, as on the map of the confes-
sional situation at the close of the sixteenth century, but, in practice, relatively little can be
shown. What then of the choice of topics for mapping in this atlas which covers the period
1500-1815. It is not surprising that the emphasis falls on French topics. For example, the
text in the section on cultural contradictions of the seventeenth century covers the Baroque
and the Scientific revolution but the sole map is of »L’expansion du modéle classique fran-
¢ais«. This only shows, »satellites de Versailles« and »Places royales i la frangaise«. Even
this is misleading. The classicism of Het Loo and Hampton Court was not simply a
response to the influence of Versailles. More seriously, the failure to map the Baroque is a dis-
appointment. Again, eighteenth-century culture is approached through three maps of
French provincial academies, which depict those founded in 1650-1715, 1720~1760 and
1760-1789. The progress, tension and ambiguities of the Enlightenment elsewhere are not
mapped. These points are not minor ones. The impression conveyed to French students by
this book is of France as the central topic in history. There is discussion of developments
elsewhere, but the priority is clear. This gives French students a misleading view and also
ensures that, whether translated or not, such books cannot be used very extensively in for-
eign countries. Given the strengths of French historical scholarship, this narrowness 1s dis-

appointing.

Jeremy BLAcK, Exeter

Direction des Archives de France, Des archives de ’architecture aux archives de la ville.
Table ronde tenue aux Archives nationales les 18 et 19 juin 1998, Textes recueillis et publiés
par Christian OPPETIT, Paris (Direction des Archives de France) 2000, 192 S.

Die Entdeckung des nationalen Kulturgutes (patrimoine) in Form der denkmal-
geschiitzten Bauwerke in Paris und noch mehr in den Departements hatte seit dem Beginn
der achtziger Jahre u.a. zu einer Neubeschiftigung mit neuerer und zeitgenossischer Archi-
tekturgeschichte und zu Bemithungen um die Sammlung und Sicherung von Architekten-
nachlissen gefiihrt. Die Initiativen hatten vielfach einen regtonalen Ansatzpunkt und stan-
den meist mit den Departementalarchiven, gelegentlich auch mit den regionalen Biiros des
Inventaire des monuments historiques in Verbindung. Altehrwiirdige Institutionen wie die
Société académique d’architecture de Lyon (seit 1830) oder die Académie d’architecture in
Paris (seit 1840) schlossen sich an, und die Bewegung fand mit dem Ausbau des Archivs des
Institut frangais d’Architecture (IFA) einen Mittelpunkt. Ein erstes Ergebnis dieser Bewe-
gung war dann das Erscheinen »Des guides des fonds d’architectes« (1996), gemeinsam her-
ausgegeben von IFA und der franzdsischen Archivverwaltung (DAF). Diese durchweg auf
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