Italy 109

ITALY Italy, damaged more than 10,000 buildings and displaced c. 25,000
people. The regional capital of L’ Aquila (c. 70,000 inhabitants) is
situated in a valley of the Abruzzi approximately 85 km northwest

The E arthquake in Aquil a 9f Rpme. The town founded by Emperor Frederic II around 1240
A I 6 20 09 is still surrounded by walls from the 14th century. It has repeatedly
( prl ’ ) been struck by earthquakes, for instance in 1703 when the medieval

centre was largely destroyed and then rebuilt in the baroque style.
On April 6, 2009, L’ Aquila and nearby villages and small towns  During the earthquake of 2009 a considerable number of the town’s
in the Abruzzi were hard-hit by an earthquake of the magnitude = most important monuments were damaged, such as the baroque
6.3 on the Richter scale. The earthquake, felt throughout central  cathedral of S. Massimo and parts of the town wall. The dome of

L'Aquila, Santa Maria del Suffragio, dome with temporary roof L'Aquila, aerial view of the damaged cathedral

L'Aquila, Santa Maria del Suffragio before the earthquake L'Aquila, the heavily damaged church of Santa Maria Paganica




The Palazzo del Governo after the earthquake

Santa Maria del Suffragio collapsed as well as the transept of the
basilica of Santa Maria di Collemaggio, a church founded in 1280
and used in 1294 for the coronation of Pope Celestine. In the sur-
rounding villages and towns serious damages were recorded, too:
in the fortified village of Santo Stefano di Sessiano the Tower of
Medici collapsed, as did the main altar of the baroque church of
Sant’ Angelo in the town of Celano. In spring 2010, one year after
the earthquake, many buildings in the historic centre of L’ Aquila
are still in danger of imminent collapse and thus uninhabitable. The
population there has protested against the very slow and halting
reconstruction.

Michael Petzet

Cagliari, Sardinia: Tuvixeddu,
an Outstanding Punic Necropolis,
Threatened by Building Developments

In the past decades, the surroundings of Cagliari, regional capi-
tal of Sardinia, have suffered from a failed urban planning and
unchecked housing speculation. Now, a doubtful building project
is even threatening the Punic necropolis on the cragged hill of Tu-
vixeddu on the western edge of Cagliari. It is the largest necropo-

lis preserved in the Mediterranean dating back to the heyday of
Carthage:

Campaigners fighting to save the Punic necropolis of Tuvixeddu

at Cagliari in Sardinia from building developers have taken their
case to the European Union. Tuvixeddu — which means “hills with

small cavities” in the Sardinian language — contains thousands of
Phoenician and Punic burial chambers from the 6th century BC.

It has long been robbed of funerary objects, but some of its tombs
retain their original paintings, including Ureo's Tomb, named af-
ter a sacred serpent, and The Warrior's Tomb, depicting a warrior
throwing a spear. The Sardinian regional government took issue
last year with the Cagliari municipal authorities for allowing build-
ers to encroach on the site to the point where “one of the most
precious heritages of mankind is under threat” by issuing permits
for the construction of 50 six-storey blocks of flats on the edge of
the necropolis. The Cagliari council insists that its plan includes
not only housing but also the creation of an “archaeological park
and museum”. However, Maria Paola Morittu, of the heritage or-
ganisation Italia Nostra, said the building development would al-
ter further an ancient landscape that had already suffered greatly.

(...) Ugo Cappellacci, leader of the regional government, agreed
it would be “criminal to destroy Tuvixeddu”. He said that the au-
thorities were seeking a compromise and it had yet to be established
whether there were still remains of the necropolis to be discovered
in the area where construction work was being carried out. He also
said that experts who had examined the site did not agree on this.

However, campaigners said that since developers were given the
go-ahead nine years ago, hundreds of hitherto unknown tombs had
come to light.(...)

Richard Owen
“Sardinian marvel under threat”, in: The Times
23 June 2009

(see also Henning Cliiver, “Der Gréberhiigel als Spekulations-
objekt”, in: Siiddeutsche Zeitung, 21 July 2009)

Pompeii: Collapse of the
“House of the Gladiators” (Schola
Armaturarum luventus Pompeiani)

In a case study in the first volume of Heritage at Risk ICOMOS
already drew attention to the devastating state of conservation of
Pompeii (see H@R 2000, pp. 115-121):

Since 1997, when Pompeii became part of World Heritage as a
unique example of life in a Roman city, hardly anything has hap-
pened in order to save it — in spite of the immense yearly income
from the masses of tourists, who represent an additional burden to
the Pompeian monuments that are in many cases not sufficiently
protected. The ruins of the city buried by the eruption of the Ve-
suvius in 79 AD (...) have been exposed since excavations started
nearly 250 years ago. Apart from damage to the ancient struc-
tures caused by the earthquake, the main reasons for the decay are
the physical and climatic influences in the form of humidity and
changes of temperature. The extreme decay of the famous Pompei-
an decorative paintings during the last decades, which is revealed
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Cagliari, Sardinia, the Punic necropolis of Tuvixeddu (photo: Dir. reg. Beni Culturali e Paesaggistica della Sardegna)

by a comparison of the present state with old photographs, can
be partly attributed to the use of unsuitable conservation mate-
rials, such as liquid glass, resin varnish and wax coatings, and
Sfurthermore to salt crystallisation as the result of damp walls. The
latter is mainly caused by inadequate roofing, some of which have
been built with modern materials like reinforced concrete — these
materials often do more damage than good. The use of unsuitable
building materials like concrete for restoration also contributes to
an increase of salt damage. Finally, causes of decay are also gen-
eral neglect and vegetation that is not removed and thus breaks up
the walls, as well as microbiological infestation from algae, fungi
and lichen. (...)

In order to have a lasting protection of the building structure in
Pompeii a lot could already be achieved by technically necessary
supporting constructions and by ceilings and roofs which are built
according to historical techniques and therefore do not spoil the
overall aesthetic appearance. Not only would the installation of an
efficient restoration workshop be urgent, but also (...) [a team of]
craftsmen who (...) would constantly do the necessary repairs (...).

The total neglect behind the facades presented to the tourists, the
consequences of a lack of proper conservation and of a failure of
the responsible state authorities, also a government that encour-
ages the privatisation of cultural properties, illegal development
and speculation (see also “Italy, Cultural Heritage at Risk”, in:

Heritage at Risk 2004/05, pp. 125—-129) were shown quite drasti-
cally by the photo documentation on Pompeii in Heritage at Risk
2000: temporarily interrupted or abandoned conservation meas-
ures, rotting remains of provisional wooden supports still in place
since the earthquake of 1980, collapsed roofs or parts of ceiling
constructions, ruined wall paintings, Roman mosaic floors crushed
by tourists, etc.

While in Herculaneum the state of conservation, which was
discussed in the second volume of our World Report (see H@R
2001/02, pp. 120—123), seems to have improved thanks to a well
organised conservation programme, Pompeii’s state of conserva-
tion continues to be disastrous. This is a huge scandal that once
again became evident when on 6 November 2010 the House of the
Gladiators (domus dei gladiatori) collapsed, which did not only
cause outrage on a national level (see the following articles in Cor-
riere della Sera of 7 November 2010 on the collapse of the “scuola
dei gladiatori”). >

See also detailed articles by Henning Kliiver, “Nichts dazugelernt /
Durch die Kommerzialisierung von Ausgrabungsstitten wie Pom-
peji gefdhrdet Italien den Erhalt seiner Kulturgiiter, in: Stiddeut-
sche Zeitung, 12 November 2010; Samuel Vitali “Einstiirzende
Altertiimer / Italiens gebautes Erbe ist zum Spielball der Regierung
Berlusconi geworden”, in: Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 19 November
2010.
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Cruriere dells Sers Domenica T Novembre 2010

OSPITAVA LE ARMI
DEI LOTTATORI
TRA SPLENDIDI DECORI

W EVA CANTARELLA

ma on importante edificlo pabblico, costruito do-
po il terremoto che nel &2 dUC. (diciassette anni
pih'il.!“mdl:il m;dum':l avevil cassato dannd
gravias uPompe Sorto al posto dl una precedente
ahitarione di cul restavano tracce sul lato nomd,
Vedificio affacciava sulla via dellAbbondanza, la strada
nrtndmkdellam Sulla facciata dei due pilastri che
&l vedevano doe trofel: guello
lshlhmmmummdedlmﬂmmwn
tronen o appese 8 questo. In basso e visibile una
tunkca ricamata con tritoni ¢ grifi aleti. Sopra di essa un
elmo, affiancato da due coppie di lance. Al kati delln
tunbea, una serie di soudi ¢ una grosss ancom, che forse
alludeva @ una vittoris navale. Sul kato destro si poteva
vedens un carno ficoperto kn parte da una pelficcia &
orsa bianco, contornato da una serie di scudi ¢ lance, ¢
un grands como. Con ognl evidensa ¢ ratava o
decoraziond di tipo militare, che commentavano una
vitioriz navale o cquestre: come & stato ipotizento, forse
umna copin dei trofiel eretti a Roma in ricordo delle
vittore di Cesare ¢ di Augusto. Linterno dell’edificio
consisteva in una grandissima sala (8,50 per 8,50
metri), articolata da pliastri che sostenevano armadi di
kezno colorutl, sotto | quall |a parete era affrescata n

A
E fursgeva da depositn par e ammi

Angell La Grande Sala decorata dell"edificio crollaio m

pannielli rossi, con ol centro delle vittorie alote: perla I'-.hl_':hw:_

precisione diecl vittorie, con armi e scud] d tipo -

gladintorio, Cinoostanea, questultima, che ha fatto

pensare che ledificio non fosse, come si & a lungo

peasato, un collegio per la luventus Pompeiana

(ur'associzzione di giovanl, donde 1l nome di Schols

hrventutis Pompelanas) ma piuttosto e pi Su <El Mumgos

mmmmmmmmm oCacte v pecre by Camma el

Superfluc insisters, o queste punio, sulls stracndinaria Charfricr| & Pompat=, & 1 Heke

bellema dell’edificio e sul suo inestimabile valore, La e 0 (ObaNG Bagnol E
sun perdita & la perdita di un perzo delta nostra storia, parta di «ferite mostalie alltm- ) geipry domnte gil scav di infzis 900
che non patra mai pii essere ricostruita. £ intollerabile magine dellalia. Walter Vel-

shriciolarsi,
privare] del nostro passato. B4 & inevitabile chieders
come sia possibile che questo continui ad accadere.
Infittrazioni d'acqua el tefto, sf & defto, Compito del
Commissario speciale non doveva essere, In primo
heogo, la messa in sloorezza di Pompel E pid
importante attirare turisti per assistere 8 ano spettacolo
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La mappa e i tesori
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Pompei perde la scuola dei gladiatori
Pioggia e cemento le cause del crollo

Napolitano: esigo spiegazion,

DAL HOSTRA INAATO

NAPOLI — «(i doveva salva-
= re Bertolaso, (ua se non c'eri la
Madonning nostra a fare la pro-
tezlone clvile stavamo nol sotto
be maceries. La custode scuote
dlul golfine ka polvers della Scho-
fa Armaturum Juventis Pooipe-
fond, i ritrove dei gladia-
tord che 1, dope la lotta, st spo-
gliavano delle armi, tr trofei,
nicchie ¢ dipinti militareschi,
utmﬁdbi]iﬁn.uniemﬂgm
ne. Aveva resistito alla colata di
magmia. Alle bombe della Gran-
de Guerm Al terremoti. Ma al-
lincuria no, All'alba di jerd, do-

mnﬁmanhL‘lnM
Gladijlnrt si & lasciata morire
In briciole. Spinta dal terrapie-
no che nasconde ancora una

parte sepolta di Pompei e che la
plogeia aveva gonfiato olire mi-
suri. E schiscciata dai peso del-
Ia copériura in cemento srma-
to, eredita del restairo datato
1

Un lutto. Che ha scosso lo
stesso capo dello Stato, Giorgio
Napolitano. E o ha spinto ad ol-
zare la vooe: «Quello che & acca-
duto a Pompei dobbiamo tutti
sentirlo come una vergogna
jperHaliz=. E o lanciare on mo-
nito severo: «Chi ha da dare del-
le splegazioni non & sottragee
:Idmmndidl:hﬂplupum

é una vergogna. Bondi convoca i responsabili

Il recupero

dei dipinti prima che il
maltempo i distrugga
= — e ————"

Lo sconforto

Il sindaco D" Alessio:
suesta ennesima brutta
notizia pee Pompei
poteva essere avilatas
E————

rane di soprintendenza e mind-
stero di dare tutta la colpa al

schivando ke polemd-
che sul mancato ascolto degli al-
larmi kanciati, anche dalle co-
lomne Corriere. «Il dissesto che

del terrapieno a ridosso della
costruzione per eflfetto delle ab-
bandanti picgge e del restanro
in cemento Ermato compinto
in passatos, aveva appena di-
chiarmio il ministro dei beni Cual-
tursfi, Sandro Bondi. E aveva ag-
giunto che I'nccaduto Apropoe-
ne ta necessith &f arisorse ade-
gunte per provvedere alln ma-
nutenzione ordinaria necessa-
ria per ln tutels e la conservazio-
e dell Tmmenso

patrimonio ar
msuwm

Roberto Cecchl aveva sottoline-
ufo la necessith df arlsorse m!e

presidente Alessandm Mottola,
E il presidente dell'Osservutorio
Patrimonio Calturale, Antonio

Pompei dovevs fare ln valuterio-
ne dei rischi. Enon 'ha fatta, Ls
soluzione & banale: sostituire
ool legno e travaiure di cemen-
o armato & coprire la sommita
idedle mum con guaine imperme-
shilizzanti e canalizzare Iscqua
piovana. Invece si & pensato 3
far venire Bertusconi a teatro e
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Cause [/ croffo? Une smottamento del tervapieno per le
plogge ¢ per if restauro in cemento armaro Sadre Bend, misi

Gli scavi Viaggio tra gli edifici dichiarati patrimonio dell’'umanita

Quei «tett» cosi pesanti
mettono in pericolo
anche la Casa del Fauno

Errori nei restauri. Stessi rischi per il tempio di Apollo

1 miliani Tempio &

impegnati por  una fra gl phia visitati di questi
rostaurarn nogl  scavl decretal] dall Unesco patrimo-
ultimiannigs ko del'umanithy 0 ferm, un tempo
scavl, B890per  inmstralo nel cemento armalo, of-
cendo 4 sarvito  mal & rimasto scopento, ed & a vista 11
pear la tutala o In  cemento, nel fmitenspo, i & shriciols
mEsEs in o in besta ai turisti,
slourezra deda Stesso soenario € glesso problema
ciflh anfica, in una delle tamo celebrate Case, oo
ima ks Schota me & Casa del Fauno, ma anche nella
Armalonm Casa del Porta Tragico, famosa per
o &R S1MA wvere al suo injerno il
inchmss salco del Cave Conem, Va &3 s, an
e piani che qui, pii che ol cane ¢ da
di nestaurs attenti al ferro ¢ al comento armato. E
. s un problema di peessione. Le fragili
strutiure antiche di Pomped non reg
m gono ln pressione ded ferm e del oo
mnmm I”;"I;‘:]r;nﬂth
I Tharma o
nddetti alla e ded terrapheni o delle serre florico
manutenzione  le. Ovvero, con tatto quanto grave
& ol controlio wlle gambe incerte df edific che so-
negh sca o o assad delicati, visto che eshstevano
Pomped, e gl prima defla noscita di Gesis Cri
160 cusbodi. ®o.
Saconds Mex Enco alitrd rischi & crolli me-
CodTETisSn il seavi i, fameosi del mon:
Fion srana do, C1 sono oitre doscento metri di
una forta di win dell’Abbondansa, non loniani ds
ESBrVI0 dore ferd & venuta gl la scuols ded
=t oo sl Cladimtor, dove il lermajrend che pre-
regEirava un me walle case non & in grado 4l gest-

AAASNEMEMS
moiio alio

capire di cos stiamo parkando, 1
attomo al Foro, &

Sul Corriara

la che Insiste el Regho IX & che mette
in pericolo i ghi edificl nelle creo-
:mnmnnnmdmdd-

. Ragionamento anabogo va-
e per | donms ¢ be stnaitene della via
Sabiana, che i angolo con via del-
TAbbondanz, ed & ancors phi vicino
al Foro, pill alta poriata del tuzisti, Su
questa via, dove &l possono ammir-
el Terme Centrali ¢ e Terms Stabis-
ne, la Casa dil Cecilio Giocando o 1a
Canan died Citawrista, @l probilema ¢ la pe-
sanbezza della serre. Anche queste
grmvano sulle cose antiche, Newsunn
sene & mal ocoupato, Del resto nessu-
o s &l ocoupato del tanti probile-

mi da risalvere a Pompel. B qoando &
s & fatio peggionn-
;ﬂmm Plruphru - 3 irenta

metri dalln scsola del Gladiatore che
& venita gil berd, & stata recentemin-
e realérzats yna un
balcone con defle travi in t2mma, ap-

al Nom &l deve
mettere il ferro e il armato
nied laterizio di

quando o & gyl per le rovine di
quests capolavaro dell antichith. Ep-
pare quest'estate quando o & dato 0
via ai bavori di restauro del Teatro
Grande, qui & Pompes, non § & csita-
b Ear entrane sCHVALTICL nuspe, mar-
wedll icl, come fnese un can-
tiere aperio el condomlindo di casa

Alessandra Arachi




