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LUXEMBURG 
Larochette - a Disappearing Ancient Town 

The market town of Larochette is situated almost in the centre of 
the Grand-Duche in Luxemburg, bordering the 'Petite Suisse' that 
Stretches further to the east. It is dominated by the vestiges of a 
fortified Castle of which the most ancient parts date back to the 
Carolingian era. The first fortification, however, was created as 
early as the proto-historic age. The lords of Larochette were faith-
ful vassals of the Luxemburg Counts. Towards 1565, a fire 
destroyed all the edifices of the Castle, which was shared between 
many families. The Castle was never rebuilt. Thereafter, it was 
used for a long time as an outdoor arena or a storeroom for the 
neighbouring houses. Since 1979, the vestiges of the site have 
been managed by the State, which undertakes reinforcement 
works and takes care of the necessary maintenance. The domain is 
accessible to the public. 

The town lies in a narrow Valley by the foot of the Castle. As of 
1400 it was protected by an enclosure consisting of two walls, 
allowing closure of both the north-western and south-eastern Val
leys, the other sides being protected by massive rock formations. 
Under the reign of Count Jean the Blind of Luxemburg, King of 
Bohemia (1296-1346), four looms were installed in the town. 
They were intended to facilitate a textile industry, which in fact 
stayed active into the 20th Century. 

The urban infrastructure of the market town has been well pre-
served up to now, at least in the 'intra muros' part. Due to its vari-
ety and its authenticity, it is of special interest for the whole of 
Luxemburg. Houses of day labourers, buildings of industrial and 
agricultural character, commercial buildings, houses of craftsmen 
and residences of representative character all mix and present a 
greatly harmonious sight. The slopes situated behind the houses 
have been converted into terraces and are used as gardens. 

Even if few of the buildings are protected monuments, they 
have been well preserved because they remained lived-in. For that 
matter, the charm of the town resides especially in the assemblage 
of the buildings, even though only a few of them possess an excep-
tional character. 

The House of Roebe 

The monument that is by far the most interesting is the house of 
Roebe; it used to be situated near the inferior door of the city. Its 
origin probably dates back to the end of the I6th Century, when the 
officers and the administrators working for the local lords had resi
dences constructed that reflected their social rank. Little by little 
this group succeeded in acquiring parts of the lord's estate and to 
eclipse the old Castle dwellers by living outside their domain. The 
actual aspect of the Roebe property dates roughly from 1725. It is 
made up of a manor with a tower at its side, agricultural buildings 
and gardens. The whole is enclosed by a high wall. 

When the Luxemburg State acquired the property in 1993, it 
was only used by its owners as a summer residence. By chance the 
owners had limited their interventions to the minimum necessary. 
Today, this circumstance permits us to admire the inside of the res
idence, the snail staircase constructed in 1600, the paving, the 
wooden floorboards, the ceilings in stucco, a monumental staircase 
from the 18th Century, tiled floors and a neo-gothic chimney from 
the 19th Century. 

Soon, the manor will house the headquarters of the rural dis-
trict. The National Monuments and Sites Service, which has very 
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strict Standards, will undertake the restoration works: for example, 
there will be no lift and no drainage Channel in the walls. The pro-
ject will take into account the results of the numerous analyses 
concerning, for example, the paint layers inside as well as outside. 

The annexes will house a day-home for elderly people and a 
centre for youth. Few concessions were necessary to permit the 
optimal use of this space situated in the heart of the town: fioor 
heating, building of Underground rooms in a terrace of the exterior 
garden to guarantee the fighting of the vaulted first fioor, the Clear
ing of a few openings. 

However, on the whole, the domain will be preserved; its histo-
ry will remain legible through the necessary adaptations. 

1797 House 

Thanks to the private initiative of a well-informed amateur, anoth-
er house of exceptional character that is dated to 1797 by a 
chronogram, will be saved for another year. Originally an industri-
al residence, it became a hotel in the I9th Century. Despite the 
transformations that were made over the years, the overall building 
is in a very satisfying State of preservation. Outside, ornamental 
vestiges even still remain, with red bricks in a trompe l'oeil. Only 
one other example of the kind is known in Luxemburg. The first 
fioor retains a beautiful room with remarkable inlaid floorboards 
and beautiful neo-classic doors. The wooden staircase develops 
from the first fioor to the attic on an oval plan. 

The owner will restore the residence, which will be classified 
as a national monument, before being certain of its final destiny. 
The future function will have to necessarily adapt itself to the set-
ting handed down by the past. Unfortunately, we are more often 
confronted with the opposite Situation. 

Threats 

If the prestigious buildings are treated more readily with respect, it 
is not so for other objects that are just as interesting but less 
noticeable. The big houses and the more reduced units attached to 
one another are increasingly becoming the privileged hunting ter-
rain for real-estate promoters. The first real disaster is already 
threatening. 

An important real-estate complex made up of several buildings 
is located in the middle of the town. Without a doubt, by far the 
most interesting element is a house where the gable with cut-off 
corners is on the street side. This type of house is rare in Luxem
burg. The window framing of the second fioor and a bay with a 
central post, today situated inside, indicate that this part dates from 
the I7th Century. The building had been taken over and unified in 
the 19th Century. The first floors housed commercial premises, 
while the other floors served as accommodation. 

The structure is to be demolished and replaced by a building 
with an unsympathetic and inappropriate style and lacking charac
ter. 

This heritage is not merely in jeopardy, it is condemned and it 
is disappearing. The case is, however, symptomatic. One has to 
hope that the Operation undertaken at Larochette, in all legality 
and with all the necessary authorisations, does not repeat itself in 
the coming years. The consequence of this political aspect will be 
the ongoing disappearance of the ancient quarters in the small 
towns and the destruction of urban fabric. 

The reasons for this evolution, even if they are easy to under-
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stand, are located on many levels. One of the principal causes, 
however, is to be found in the absence of regulations concerning 
the protected sectors. Ccrtainly, the 1983 laws concerning the pro
tection and preservation of National Sites and Monuments antici-
pate these reasons. The legal dispositions were never explicit, 
which renders them inappropriate. One is left to hope that the new 
law, currently being prepared, gives more chance for the protec
tion of the whole heritage. 
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LUXEMBOURG 
Larochette - Disparition de l'habitat ancien 
Le bourg est situe pratiquement au centre du Grand-Duche de 
Luxembourg, au bord de la "Petite Suisse" qui s'etend plus ä Test. 
II est domine par les vestiges d 'un chäteau fort, dont les parties 
les plus anciennes remontent ä l 'epoque carolingienne. Une pre-
miere fortification fut cependant amenagee des Tage protohisto-
rique. Les seigneurs de Larochette etaient de fideles vassaux des 
comtes de Luxembourg. Vers 1565, un incendie detruisit l 'en-
semble des edifices castraux repartis entre plusieurs familles. Le 
chäteau ne fut plus reconstruit. II a longtemps servi de carriere et 
de reserve de materiaux pour les maisons des particuliers. Depuis 
1979, les vestiges sont geres par l'Etat qui fait realiser les travaux 
de consolidation et d'entretien necessaires. Le domaine est acces-
sible au public. 

La local is se blottit dans une etroite vallee aux pieds du chä
teau. Des 1400, eile etait protegee par une enceinte constituee 
notamment de deux murs permettant de verrouiller le vallon au 
nord-ouest et au sud-est, les autres cötes etant proteges par des 
massifs rocheux. Sous le regne du comte Jean l'Aveugle de 
Luxembourg, roi de Boheme (1296-1346), quatre metiers ä tisser 
y avaient ete installes. Iis devaient constituer le point de depart 
d 'une industrie textile restee active jusqu'au 20e siecle. 

Le tissu urbain du bourg, au moins dans la partie "intra muros" 
a ete assez bien preserve jusqu'ä present. En raison de sa variete 
et de son authenticite il est d'un interet tout particulier pour l 'en-
semble du Luxembourg. Des maisons de journaliers, des bäti-
ments ä caractere industriel ou agricole, des immeubles commer-
ciaux, des habitations d'artisans et des residences ä caractere 
representatif se cötoient et presentent un aspect fort harmonieux. 
Les pentes situees derriere les maisons sont amenagees en ter-
rasses et servent de jardins. 

Meme si peu d'edifices constituent des monuments proteges, 
ils ont pu etre assez bien conserves parce qu'ils sont restes habi-
tes. Le charme de la localite reside d'ailleurs surtout dans l 'en-
semble des bätisses qui la constituent, meme si quelques edifices 
possedent un caractere exceptionnel. 

Le monument de loin le plus interessant est la maison de Roe-
be, autrefois situee pres de la porte inferieure de la cite. Son origi-
ne remonte probablement ä la fin du 16c siecle, lorsque les offi-
ciers et les administrateurs au Service des seigneurs locaux se 
faisaient construire des residences adaptees ä leur rang social. Peu 
ä peu ceux-ci ont reussi ä acquerir des parties de la seigneurie et ä 
eclipser les anciens chätelains vivant en dehors de leur domaine. 
L'aspect actuel de la propriete de Roebe date en gros de 1725. 
Elle se compose d'un manoir flanque d'une tour, de bätiments 
agricoles et de jardins. Le tout est clöture par un haut mur. 

Lorsque l'Etat luxembourgeois a acquis le bien en 1993, il ne 
servait plus que de residence d'ete aux proprietaires. Par bonheur 
ceux-ci avaient limite leurs interventions au minimum necessaire. 
Cette circonstance nous permet aujourd'hui d'admirer ä l'inte-
rieur de la demeure un escalier en colimacon construit vers 1600, 
des dallages, des planchers en bois, des plafonds ä stuc et un esca
lier monumental du 18e siecle, des carrelages et une cheminee 
neogothique du 19cetc. 

Le manoir abritera prochainement le siege de l'administration 
communale. Les travaux de restauration seront realises par le Ser
vice des Sites et Monuments nationaux d'apres des criteres de 
conservation tres stricts: pas d'ascenseur, pas de saignees dans les 
murs pour les conduites etc.. L'amenagement tiendra compte des 
resultats des nombreuses analyses concernant par exemple les 
couches picturales aussi bien ä l'interieur qu'ä l'exterieur. 

Les annexes accueilliront un foyer de jour pour personnes 
ägees et un centre pour jeunes. Quelques concessions ont ete 
necessaires pour permettre une utilisation optimale de cet espace 
situe au coeur de la localite: chauffage au sol, construction de 
salles souterraines dans une terrasse du jardin exterieur pour 
garantir l'eclairage du rez-de-chaussee voüte, percement de 
quelques ouvertures. 

Dans l'ensemble, le domaine sera cependant preserve, son his-
toire restera lisible ä travers les adaptations necessaires. 

Gräce ä I'initiative privee d'un amateur eclaire, une autre mai
son ä caractere exceptionnel datee 1797 par un chronogramme et 
un millesime sera sauvee. Residence d'industriel ä l'origine, eile 
est devenue hötel au 19e siecle. Malgre les transformations effec-
tuees au cours des annees, l 'ensemble se presente dans un etat de 
conservation fort satisfaisant. A l'exterieur subsistent meme des 
vestiges d'ornements aux briques rouges en trompe-l'oeil. Un seul 
autre exemple du genre est connu au Luxembourg. Le premier eta-
ge conserve une tres belle piece avec un parquet remarquable en 
marqueterie et de belles portes neo-classiques. L'escalier en bois 
se developpe du rez-de-chaussee jusqu'au grenier sur un plan ovale. 

Le proprietaire restaurera la demeure, qui sera classee monu
ment national, avant de se fixer sur sa destinee finale. La fonction 
future devra donc necessairement s'adapter au cadre legue par le 
passe. Malheureusement nous sommes plus souvent confrontes ä 
la Situation inverse. 

Si les immeubles prestigieux sont traites plus facilement avec 
respect, il n'en est pas de meme pour d'autres objets tout aussi 
interessants mais moins remarquables. Les grandes maisons et les 
unites plus reduites accolees deviennent de plus en plus le terrain 
de chasse privilegie des promoteurs immobiliers. La premiere 
vraie debäcle est actuellement en voie de realisation. 

En plein centre du bourg se situe un complexe immobilier 
important compose de plusieurs edifices. L'element de loin le plus 
interessant est sans doute une maison dont le pignon ä pans coupes 
se trouve cöte rue. Ce type de maison est plutöt rare au Luxem
bourg. Les encadrements des fenetres du deuxieme etage et une 
baie ä montant central, aujourd'hui situee ä l'interieur, signalent 
que cette partie date du 17C siecle. Le tout a ete repris et unifie au 
19e siecle. Les rez-de-chaussee abritaient des locaux commer-
ciaux, alors que les etages servaient de logement. 

L'ensemble sera demoli et remplace par un bätiment de "style" 
mensonger et trompeur sans aucun caractere. 

Ce patrimoine n'est donc pas seulement en peril, il est condam-
ne et il disparalt. Le cas est cependant symptomatique. II faut 
craindre que l'operation menee ä Larochette, en toute legalite et 
avec toutes les autorisations necessaires, ne se repete reguliere-
ment dans les annees ä venir. La consequence de cette politique 
sera la disparition dans les petites villes de l'habitat ancien, la des-
truction d'un parcellaire et d'un tissu urbain plusieurs fois secu-
laires. 

Les raisons de cette evolution, meme si elles sont faciles ä 
comprendre, se situent ä plusieurs niveaux. L ü n e des causes prin-
cipales est cependant ä chercher dans l'absence d 'une reglementa-
tion concernant les secteurs sauvegardes. Certes, ceux-ci sont pre-
vus dans la loi de 1983 concernant la protection et la conservation 
des Sites et Monuments nationaux. Les dispositions legales n'ont 
cependant jamais ete explicitees, ce qui les rend inapplicables. II 
reste ä esperer que la nouvelle loi, actuellement en preparation, 
donne plus de chances aux ensembles. 

IC0M0S Luxembourg 


