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LEBANON - HERITAGE @ RISK! 

After seventeen years of war. with the reduction of the man
power and personnel attached to the Directorate (ieneral of An
tiquities, archaeological excavation on the assemblage of the 
country's sites was interrupted and its being taken up again is 
highly unlikely, it is to be noted that currently great efforts are 
actually supplied by the authorities but they are still insufficient 
given the unreliable resources and the immensity of the task. 

Urgent Priority - Mine Clearing 

The South of Lebanon has been a conflict /one for two decades. 
Since the declaration of peace and the end to hostilities, this re
gion is in urgent need to be cleared of mines. It is a fact that sev 
eral sites have been submitted to bombardment and massive de
struction (Chateau Beaufort), and that others of them have been 
the object of unauthorised excavation and pillaging. It only re
mains that the majority of sites have been transformed into 
minefields. 

Risks concerning 2 of* the 5 sites inscribed on 
the World Heritage List 

Wacli Qadisha or the Holy Valley and the Forest of 
the Cedars of God (Harsh Arz el Rah) 

The development of undirected religious tourism and road in
stallations implemented in spite of the management plan pro-
sided for the Valley, thus permitting car access, are added to the 
major problem of the flow of waste water from the villages lo
cated w ithin the precincts of the valley. One study aiming to re
solve this problem has already been carried out. however the 
funds are not available. 

Tyre 

The unregulated urban development of the city threatens the ar
chaeological sites located during surveys but not yet excavated. 
The flow of sewage onto underwater remains is abbetting their 
degradation. 

Former Beirut Souq 
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Risks to the assemblage of archaeological 
sites of the national heritage 

Several threats are affecting Lebanese heritage, notably: 

Ignorance of the existence of sites 

For want of survey, hundreds of archaeological sites, from a 
mixture of periods, do not appear on the lists prepared by the Di
rectorate General of Antiquities (clandestine excavations arc 
putting uncertain heritage in danger). A comprehensive inven
tory of the country's historic ami archaeological heritage places 
is urgent. 

Ignorance of the significance of heritage - the 
desertion of sites and massive pillaging 

The lack of information on one side and the lack of interpreta
tion of heritage on the other, both at the educational and social 
levels, is illustrated by the lack of interest that the average citi
zen holds for his or her heritage. In the current thinking in the 
country, only an imposing grandiose monument is considered 
heritage ami every product from excavations has a market 
value. The lack of aw areness has actually dangerously deterio
rated in the abandonment of sites from one side, and the clan
destine excavations, the pillaging and illicit trafficking on the 
other. 

Inadequate legislation 

The current legislation in the countrv goes back to 1933 and not 
a single amendment has taken place since, several review ami 
amendment projects have nol succeeded. The updating of this 
legislation is a priority so that il can be adapted to urban devel
opment and to the current socio-economic conditions. 
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Baalbeck Great Mosque: earthquakes destroyed the upper octago
nal parts of the minaret 

Baalbeck Great Mosque: minaret alter restoration work 

Comprehensive plan for land management 

During the war. unauthorised and uncontrolled urban growth 
took place in the historic city centre and on the country's entire 
heritage assemblage. Management plans that have followed are 
developed in leaving out the input of the heritage conservation 
sectors. Land speculation exacerbates the exploitation rates and 
has resulted in disfiguring the urban and semi-urban landscape, 
from which there is an urgent need to reconsider the plans for 
the main cities of Lebanon. 

Tripoli 

Hainmam. khans and matrasses and the complex of medieval 
urban fabric suffer daily from two forms of degradation. One 
caused by the abandonment of a monument, as with Khan cl-
Massryin and Hammam 1/ cl-Dinel, and the other caused by bad 
restoration that docs not respect the authenticity of the place, as 
with the Jewellers souq. 

Beirut 

The city centre of the capital lost the majority of its architectural 
heritage. As for that matter, the archaeological remains uncov
ered during the excavations over recent years have remained 
abandoned. Grass has grown over the sites and the risk of deteri
oration is imminent, hence the urgent priority for consolidation 

works. The area surrounding the centre (the only hope of the 
preservation bodies) has lost an important part of its heritage 
buildings by decree and counter-decree. These responsible at 
the Directorate General of Antiquitities are aware of the impor
tance of these issues and drawing up a program to remedy them. 
It is vital to secure resources in order to bring these plans to a 
successful conclusion. 

Siclon and Bat rami 

are also main towns with heritage character that have a need of 
management plans for their ancient quarters, that respect their 
special values (without neglecting the harbour walls of Batroun 
and the town within the city-walls at Sidon). 

The over-exploitation of sites for tourism 

Archaeological sites open to the public are experiencing an in
creasingly significant visitation, especially during the summer 
and particularly during festivals. The absence of any circulation 
plan allows tourists lo move unrestricted all over the site. It is a 
matter of urgency to lake rapid measures for the organisation of 
visits in securing a tourist "trail", that enables (he interpretation 
of the site, whilst at the same time protecting the most threat
ened areas. 

ICOMOS Lebanon 
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LIBAN - PATRIMOINE EN PERIL 

Suite a dix scpl ans tic guerre, a la reduction de I'clTcctif et du 
personnel ratlache a la Direction Generate des Antiquites, les 
fouilles archeologiques sur fcnsemble des sues du pays out etc 
intcrrompucs et I'cntretien n'est presque plus assure. II est a 
noter que de grands efforts sont actuellemenl I'ournis par les 
autorites mais demeurent toutefois insuffisants elanl donne la 
precarile desnioycns et I'immensite de la tachc. 

Premiere Urgence: deminage 

L e S u d d u L i b a n a e t c d u r a n t d e u x d e c e n n i c s u n e z o n e d e 

c o n f l i t s . D e p u i s I ' i n s t a l l a t i o n d e l a p a i x e t I" a r r e t d e s c o m b a t s , 

c c t t c r e g i o n a u n b e s o i n u r g e n t d ' e t r e d e m i n c c . ( " e s t t in f a i t q u e 

p l u s i e u r s s i t e s o u t s u b i d e s b o m b a r d e m e n t s e l d e s d e s t r u c t i o n s 

m a s s i v e s ( C h a t e a u d e B e a u f o r t ) , d ' a u t r e s o n t f a i t I ' o b j e t 

d ' e x c a v a t i o n s s a u s a g e s e t d e p i l l a g e s . II n ' e n d e m e u r e p a s 

m o i n s q u e l a m a j o r i t e d e c e s s i t e s a e t c t r a n s f o r m e d : e n c h a m p s 

d e m i n e - . . 

R i s q u e s c o n c e r n a n t s 2 d e s 5 s i t e s l i b a n a i s 

i n s c r i t s s u r la l i s t e d u p a t r i m o i u e m o n d i a l 

Ouadi Qadisha ou valine saint e etforet des Cedres 
de Dieu (Hor.sh Arz el Rub) 

Le developpemeni du tourisme rcligieux non canalise, 
ramenagement de la route realisee en depit du plan de gestion 
prevu pour la vallee, pemieitant ainsi I'acccs aux voitures. 
s'ajoutenl au grand probleme du deversemcnt des eaux usees 

Bei ru t downtown excavations 
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des villages situes sur le pourtourde la vallee. Une etude \ isant 
a resoudre ce probleme a deja etc realisee. cependant les I'onds 
ne sont pas tlisponibles. 

Tyr 

Le developpemcnt urbain sauvage de la ville menace les sites 
archeologiques reperes durant les prospections mais non encore 
fouilles. Par ailleurs. le deversement des egouts sur les vestiges 
sous-marins favorise leur degradation. 

R i s q u e s r e l a t i f s a P e n s e m b l e d e s s i t e s 

a r c h e o l o g i q u e s d u p a t r i m o i n e n a t i o n a l 

P l u s i e u r s r i s q u e s a l t e c t e n t l e p a t r i m o i n e l i b a n a i s . n o t a m m e n t : 

L'ignorance de I'existence des sites 

F a u t e d e p r o s p e c t i o n . d e s c e n t a i n e s d e s i t e s a r c h e o l o g i q u e s . 

t o u t e s p e r i o d e s c o n f o n d u e s . n e figurent p a s s u r l e s l i s t e s 

d r e s s e e s p a r l a D i r e c t i o n G e n e r a t e d e s A n t i q u i t e s ( f o u i l l e s 

e l a n d e s t i n e s . m e l l a n t e n d a n g e r c e p a t r i m o i n e m e c o n n u ) . U n 

i n v e n t a i r e e x h a u s t i f t i e s m o n u m e n t s h i s t o r i q u e s e t 

a r c h e o l o g i q u e s d u p a y s e s t u r g e n t . 

L'ignorance de la valeurdu patrimoine: / 'abandon 
des sites et pillage massif 

L e m a n q u e d ' i n f o r m a t i o n d ' u n e p a r t e t l a n o n - v a l o r i s a t i o n d u 

p a t r i m o i n e d ' a u t r e p a r t t a n t a u n i v e a u 6 d u c a t i f q u e s o c i a l 

s ' i l l u s t r e n t p a r l e p e n d ' i n t e r e t q u e p o r t e l e c i t o y e n ii s o n 

h e r i t a g e . D a n s l a m c n i a l i t e c o u r a n t e d u p a y s , s e u l u n m o n u m e n t 

g r a n d i o s e e s t c o n s i d c r e p a t r i m o i n e e t t o u t p r o d u i t d e f o u i l l e s e s t 

a v a l e u r m a r c h a n d c . L e m a n q u e d e s e n s i b i l i s a t i o n a e n f a i t 

d a n g e r c u s e m e n i d e g e n e r e e n a b a n d o n d e s s i t e s d ' u n e p a r t , e t e n 

f o u i l l e s e l a n d e s t i n e s , p i l l a g e s e t t r a f i c s t l l i e i t e s d ' a u t r e p a r t . 

L e s r e g i o n s l e s p l u s d e m u n i e s s o n t l e s p l u s a f f e c t e e s , a l i t r e 

d ' e x e m p l e l e A k k a r ( l e s c h a t e a u x C ' r o i s e s d e K l e i a l e t d u V i c u x 

A k k a r . e t l e s v i l l e s m o r t e s d e W a d i K h a l e d ) . l a B e k a a ( d e s 

c e n t a i n e s d e t e l l s a r c h e o l o g i q u e s n o n f o u i l l e s ) ; il e n e s t d e 

m S m e p o u r t o u t l e S u d d u L i b a n . 

Une legislation inadequate 

L a l e g i s l a t i o n a e t u e l l e d u p a y s r e m o n t c ii 1 9 3 3 e l . a u c u n e 

m o d i f i c a t i o n n ' a e u l i e u d e p u i s . p l u s i e u r s p r o j e t s d e 

m o d i f i c a t i o n s n ' o n i p a s a b o u t i . 

L a m i s e a j o u r d e c c t t c l e g i s l a t i o n e s t u n e u r g e n c e a f i n 

q u ' e l l e s o i l a d a p t e e a u d 6 v e I o p p e m e n l u r b a i n . e t a u x c o n d i t i o n s 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i q u e s a c t u e l l e s . 

Plat} global de I 'aminagement dit territoire 

D u r a n t l a g u e r r e , u n e c r o i s s a n c e u r b a i n e d e s o r d o n n e e e t n o n 

c o n t r o l e c a e u l i e u d a n s l e s c e n t r e v i l l e s h i s t o r i q u e s e t s u r 

• ' e n s e m b l e d u p a y s . L e s p l a n s d ' a m e r i a g e m e n l q u i o n l SHIM 

s o n t e l a b o i e s e n n e g l i g e a n t l e s s e c t e u r s p a t r i m o n i a u x a 
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sauvegarder. La speculation foncierc cxacerbant le laux 
d'exploitation a fini par defigurer Ic paysage urbain et peri-
urbain, d'ou une necessite uigenle de reconsiderer les plans des 
principals villes du Liban. 

Tripoli 

Hammam. khans el medrassas et I'cnsemble du tissu urbain 
medieval subissent au quotidien deux degradations. L'une 
causee par Tabandon du monument, comme Khan el Massryin 
et Hammam 1/ el Dine.... et I'autrc causee par une restauration 
critiquable ne respectant pas I'authenticite des lieux. comme 
celle du souk des Bi joutiers. 

Beyrouth 

le centre-ville de la capitale a perdu la majeure partie de son 
patrimoine architectural. Quant aux vestiges archcologiques 
decouverts durant les fouilles des dernieres annees sont laissiS 
a I'abandon. Les herbes folles recouvrent les lieux et le risque 
de degradation est imminent d'oii I'urgence d'operations de 
consolidation. L'espace peri-central (seul espoir de secteurs 
sauvegardes) a perdu pardecrct el contre-decret une importante 
partie de ces edifices patrimoniaux. Les responsables de la 
Direction Generale des Antiquites sont conscients de 
renvergure de ces questions, onl dress6 un programme pour \ 
remedier. II est primordial d'assurer tous les soutiens afin 
d'appuyer de faire aboutir ces plans. 

Saida el Batroun 

ainsi que les principals villes it caractere patrimonial onl 
besoin d"un plan d"amenagemenl de leurs anciens quartiers 
respectant leur patlicularile (sans negligcr les murailles 
maritimes de Batroun et la ville intra-muros de Saida). 

La surexploitation des sites a usage touristique 

Les sites archeologiques ouverts au public connaissent une 
I'requentation de plus en plus importanle surtout au cours de 
Pete et notamment durant les festivals, [.'absence d'un plan de 
circulation permet aux touristes de se deplacer a travers tout le 
site sans restriction. L'urgence consiste a prendre des mesures 
rapides pour I'organisalion des visiles en assurant le 
cheminemenl des touristes permellant la mise en valeur du 
patrimoine tout en protegeant les espaees les plus menacees. 
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Sidon. Great Onuiri Mosque alter restoration work 

Sidon, Great Omari Mosque, destroyed by war 
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