
Cultural Heritage and Natural Disasters
Risk Preparedness and the Limits of Prevention

Kulturerbe und Naturkatastrophen
Möglichkeiten und Grenzen der Prävention





I n t e r n a t I o n a l  C o u n C I l  o n  M o n u M e n t s  a n d  s I t e s 
C o n s e I l  I n t e r n a t I o n a l  d e s  M o n u M e n t s  e t  d e s  s I t e s 
C o n s e j o  I n t e r n a C I o n a l  d e  M o n u M e n t o s  y  s I t I o s
МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ СОВЕТ ПО ВОПРОСАМ ПАМЯТНИКОВ И ДОСТОПРИМЕЧАТЕЛЬНЫХ МЕСТ

Cultural Heritage and Natural Disasters
Risk Preparedness and the Limits of Prevention

Kulturerbe und Naturkatastrophen
Möglichkeiten und Grenzen der Prävention

Heritage at risK Special Edition 2007

Edited by Hans-Rudolf Meier, Michael Petzet and Thomas Will

TUDpress

ICOMOS



Heritage at risK Special Edition
a publication of ICOMOS—International Council on Monuments and Sites

PRESIDENT:  Michael Petzet
SECRETARY GENERAL: Dinu Bumbaru
TREASURER GENERAL: Giora Solar
VICE PRESIDENTS: Gustavo Araoz, Kristal Buckley, Tamas Fejerdy, Carlos Pernaut, Guo Zhan
OFFICE:   International Secretariat of ICOMOS
   49–51 rue de la Fédération, 75015 Paris, France

Supported by the German Federal Government Commissioner for Cultural Affairs and the Media  
and Technische Universität Dresden 

This publication is based on lectures given at the international conference »Cultural Heritage and natural 
disasters. risk Preparedness and the limits of Prevention / Kulturerbe und naturkatastrophen. Möglichkei-
ten und Grenzen der Prävention« in leipzig, 27/28 october 2006, organized by:

deutsches nationalkomitee von ICoMos
Postfach 10 05 17,
80079 München, Germany
tel.: +49 (0)89 2422 37 84 Fax: +49 (0)89 242 1985 3 e-mail: icomos@icomos.de 

and 

Institut für Baugeschichte, architekturtheorie und denkmalpflege
technische universität dresden
01062 dresden, Germany

Front cover: »earthquake in lisbon,« colored copperplate engraving by Martin engelbrecht depicting a 
paper theater, augsburg, c. 1760 (photo credit: sammlung Werner nekes, Mülheim/ruhr)
Inside front cover: aerial view of the lower ninth Ward after the flood waters receded, 2005 (photo: ozzy 
Marcenaro, Malteser International)
Inside back cover: Versailles, etoile royale with storm damage (photo credit: Christiane schmuckle-
 Mollard, Paris)
Back cover: assisi, san Francesco, the upper basilica during the earthquake on 27 september 1997 (still 
from the daily tV news, september 1997)

editorial staff: Birgit Finger, Hans-rudolf Meier, Thomas Will
translations from German to english: Margaret Will
english editing: Margaret Will, john Ziesemer
Bibliographic research: Heiko lieske, Birgit Finger

Photo credits: If not indicated otherwise, the illustrations were provided by the authors. We thank all 
authors for their friendly permission to use their illustrations.

ISBN 978-3-940046-64-2
© 2008 ICoMos




