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This essay by the cultural philosopher and 
media or communication theorist Vilém 
Flusser remained unpublished during his 
lifetime. This is surprising since it provides 
an exciting account of Flusser’s special 
take on phenomenology while exploring 
the skin of the human body as an interface 
phenomenon, a threshold between sub-
jective experience and the environment. 
*PYWWIVƅW�WTIGMƼG�XEOI�SR�WYGL�E�ƈHIVQEXSP-
ogy,”1 which he elaborated (although never 
fully developed) in this and a few other 
texts,2 is not only relevant for studies or 
heuristics of interfaces. It is also a valuable 
contribution to the now widely debated – in 
cognitive science, philosophy of mind and 
beyond – possibility of an ‘embodied’ or 
‘extended mind’. One of the topics at stake 
in this debate is no less than the possibili-
ty of freeing cognition from the neurocen-
trism or Cartesian dualism of traditional 
cognitive science, by expanding cognition 
from the brain to the whole body and be-
yond to the artifacts and devices we use.

1  Silvia Wagnermaier, preface to Vilém Flusser’s essay “Von den 
Möglichkeiten einer Leibkarte,” in: 0EF��.ELVFYGL������JʳV�/ʳRWXI�
und Apparate, ed. Kunsthochschule für Medien Köln/Verein der 
Freunde der KHM (Cologne 2000), pp. 113–114, here 113.

2  Vilém Flusser, Von den Möglichkeiten einer Leibkarte, in: Lab, 
pp. 115–124; Flusser,�-WX�IMR�1SHIPP�QIMRIW�0IMFIW�QʯKPMGL#, man-
uscript Vilém Flusser Archive, doc. no. 2451 (undated, ca. 1974); 
Flusser, On the Crisis of our Models. (Theoretial considerations and 
a practical pro-posal), manuscript Vilém Flusser Archive, doc. no. 
2767 (undated, ca. 1974); Flusser also wrote a German version of 
“Skin”: Flusser, Haut, manuscript Vilém Flusser Archive, doc. no. 
3147 (undated).

The text is undated, but considering oth-
er essays written by Flusser on this sub-
ject (see footnote 2), I estimate its year of 
origin around 1974. For this publication it 
has been transcribed from the typewriter 
manuscript (Vilém Flusser Archive, Berlin 
University of the Arts, doc. no. 2796) and 
carefully edited, eliminating only spelling 
and grammatical errors. 

We are indebted to Siegfried Zielinski 
for suggesting this text as a candidate for 
Interface Critique and to Anita Jóri from 
the Vilém Flusser Archive for providing the 
manuscript. 

Berlin, February 2021
Daniel Irrgang
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5MKP�CVNCU!�6JGTG�CTG�UQOG�
HQT�KPUVCPEG�
,CEQDKũU���&GTOCVQNQIKECN�VGZVU��#PF�FGT-
OCVQNQI[�KU�CDQWV�UMKP�FKUGCUGU��6JKU� KU�
PQV�GPQWIJ��9G�PGGF�C�DTQCFGT�FGTOCVQN-
QI[��C�UEKGPEG�QH� VJG�UMKP�CU�C� NKOKV�DG-
VYGGP�O[UGNH�CPF�VJG�YQTNF��#PF�CP�CV-
NCU�VJCV�YQWNF�UJQY�VJG�TGIKQPU�VJTQWIJ�
YJKEJ�VJCV�NKOKV�RCUUGU��9G�PGGF�C�FGT-
OCVQNQI[�VJCV�KU�CP�CPVJTQRQNQI[��CPF�CP�
CVNCU�VJCV�UJQYU�QWT�DGKPI�KP�VJG�YQTNF��
$WV�KP�QTFGT�VQ�JCXG�UWEJ�C�UEKGPEG�CPF�
UWEJ� CP� CVNCU� YG� OWUV� EJCPIG� QWT� CV-
VKVWFG�� 9G� OWUV� DGEQOG� UWRGTƓEKCN�� +V�
OWUV�DG�VJG�UWTHCEGU�CPF�PQV�VJG�O[UVGT-
KGU� VJG[�CTG� UCKF� VQ� EQXGT�WR�� VJCV�OWUV�
KPVGTGUV� WU�� 9G�OWUV� EQPEGPVTCVG� WRQP�
OGTG�CRRGCTCPEG�
Ŭphainomenonŭ���1PN[�
KH� YG� FGUKUV� HTQO� CNN� GZRNCPCVKQPU� CPF�
UKIPKƓECVKQPU� QH� CRRGCTCPEGU�� VJG� UWT-
HCEG� ŬUMKPŭ�YKNN� DGEQOG�XKUKDNG��/[UVGT[�
KU�PQV�JKFFGP��+V�NKGU�QP�VJG�UWTHCEG�QH�VJG�
UMKP��Ŭ0QV�JQY�VJG�UMKP�KU�O[UVGTKQWU��DWV�
VJCV�KV�KU�ŭ�6JG�O[UVGT[�KU�PQV�VJCV�+�CO�QT�
VJCV�VJG�YQTNF�KU��5WEJ�VJKPIU�OC[�DG�GZ-
RNCKPGF��6JG�O[UVGT[�KU�VJCV�+�CO�KP�VJG�
YQTNF��6JKU�ECPPQV�DG�GZRNCKPGF�DGECWUG�
KV� KU� C� EQPETGVG� HCEV�� 6JGQTGVKECNN[�� VJG�
UMKP�KU�VJG�NKOKV�DGVYGGP�O[UGNH�CPF�VJG�
YQTNF��$WV�EQPETGVGN[�� Ŭ+ŭ�CPF�ŬVJG�YQTNFŭ�
CTG� NKOKVU� QH� VJG� UMKP�� JQTK\QPU�� .GV� WU�
DG�UWRGTƓEKCN�CPF�EQPUKFGT�VJG�EQPETGVG�
O[UVGT[�ŬUMKPŭ�

6JG�XKGY�VJCV�KV�KU�C�UWTHCEG�VJCV�EQXGTU�
O[�DQF[�KU�GZVTGOG��+V�KU�FWG�VQ�O[�EWTK-
QWU�ECRCEKV[�VQ�UVGR�QWVUKFG�O[UGNH�KPVQ�
VJGQT[�CPF�XKGY�O[UGNH�GZVCVKECNN[�CU�C�
DQF[�EQXGTGF�D[�UMKP��5WEJ�CP�GZVCUKU�KU�
PQV�C�XGT[�IQQF�RQKPV�QH�FGRCTVWTG�HQT�C�
EQPETGVG� UMKP� EQPUKFGTCVKQP�� +H� +� NQQM� CV�
VJG� UMKP� UWTHCEG� EQPETGVGN[� +� CO� WPFGT�

VJG�KORTGUUKQP�VJCV�KV�KU�C�RNCPG�QP�YJKEJ�
GXGT[VJKPI�JCRRGPU��+�YCU�VQNF��KV�KU�VTWG��
VJCV� UQOG� VJKPIU� JCRRGP� QWVUKFG� VJG�
UMKP�
VJG�ŬRWTGN[�QDLGEVKXGŭ�CPF�VJG�ŬRWTG-
N[� UWDLGEVKXGŭ� QPGU��� DWV�YJGVJGT�YJCV� +�
YCU� VQNF� KU� VTWG� KU� QPG� QH� VJG� SWGUVKQPU�
C� EQPETGVG� EQPUKFGTCVKQP� QH� VJG� UMKP�
UJQWNF�DG�CDNG�VQ�CPUYGT��6JGTGHQTG��O[�
KORTGUUKQP� VJCV� GXGT[VJKPI�JCRRGPU�QP�
VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG�KU�VJG�RQKPV�QH�FGRCTVWTG�
HQT�VJKU�GUUC[�

6JG� JCRRGPKPIU� QP� VJG� UMKP� UWTHCEG�
OWUV�DG�ENCUUKƓGF�KH�YG�CTG�VQ�OCR�VJGO��
5GXGTCN� ECVGIQTKGU� QHHGT� VJGOUGNXGU� HQT�
UWEJ� C� ENCUUKƓECVKQP�� (QT� KPUVCPEG�� VJG�
ECVGIQT[� ŬCITGGCDNG� ť� FKUCITGGCDNGŭ��
6JWU�� VJG�JCRRGPKPI�YQWNF�DGEQOG�GZ-
RGTKGPEGU�� CPF� VJG� UMKP� CP� ŬGTQIGPQWUŭ�
CPF�ŬRCVJQIGPKEŭ�UWTHCEG��#�IQQF�OGVJQF�
VQ�UVCTV�RTQLGEVKPI�UMKP�OCRU��$WV�KV�YKNN�
PQV� DG� CRRNKGF� JGTG�� *GTG� VJG� UMKP� UWT-
HCEG�YKNN�DG�EQPUKFGTGF�C�RNCPG�QP�YJKEJ�
+�JCRRGP�VQ�VJG�YQTNF�CPF�VJG�YQTNF�JCR-
RGPU� VQ� OG�� 6JWU�� VJG� JCRRGPKPIU� DG-
EQOG� HCEVU�� +V� IQGU�YKVJQWV� UC[KPI� VJCV�
UGXGTCN� ECVGIQTKGU�YKNN� JCXG� VQ� DG� EQO-
DKPGF�KP�VJG�HWVWTG�KH�QWT�UMKP�CVNCU�KU�VQ�
JCXG�WUGHWNPGUUv

%QPUKFGTGF�VJWU�
CU�C�RNCEG�HQT� HCEVU���
VJG� UMKP� KU� C� UWTHCEG� YJKEJ� RTQVTWFGU�
KPVQ� VQ� VJKTF� FKOGPUKQP� QH� URCEG� CPF�
FQGU� UQ� F[PCOKECNN[� CNQPI� VJG� FKOGP-
UKQP�QH� VKOG�� +V� KU�C�URCEG�VKOG�EQPVKPW-
WO� YKVJQWV� NQUKPI� KVU� VYQ�FKOGPUKQPCN�
EJCTCEVGTKUVKEU�� 6JG� EWTXGU� QH� VJG� UMKP�
CTG� KVU� ŬIGQITCRJKEŭ� CPF� KVU� F[PCOKEU�
CTG�KVU�ŬJKUVQTKECNŭ�CEEKFGPVU��5QOG�CEEK-
FGPVU� CTG�OQTG� QT� NGUU� RGTOCPGPV� 
NKMG�
VJG� CD[UU� ŬOQWVJŭ��� QVJGTU� CTG� OQTG�
GRJGOGTQWU� 
NKMG� YQWPFU� CPF� QVJGT�
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UJCNNQY�XCNNG[U���5MKP�OCRU�YKNN�JCXG�VQ�
UJQY� UWEJ� HGCVWTGU�� $WV� VJG[� YKNN� JCXG�
ƓTUV�VQ�FTCY�VJG�QWVNKPGU�QH�VJG�EQPVKPGPV�
ŬUMKPŭ�

6JQUG�QWVNKPGU�CTG�PQV�UJCTR�DGECWUG�
VJG�UMKP�CDUQTDU�CPF�UGETGVGU��9JCV�OC[�
DG� CDUQTDGF� KU� C� UMKP� RQUUKDKNKV[�� CPF� KV�
DGEQOGU�TGCN�FWTKPI�CDUQTRVKQP��6JG�VQ-
VCNKV[�QH�CDUQTDCDNG�KPƔWGPEGU�HQTOU�VJG�
QWVGT� JQTK\QP� QH� VJG� UMKP� CPF� OC[� DG�
ECNNGF�ŬO[�HWVWTGŭ��'CEJ�UKPING�KPEQOKPI�
RQUUKDKNKV[�OC[�DG�ECNNGF�ŬCP�CFXGPVWTGŭ��
&WTKPI� VJG� CDUQTRVKQP� QH� CP� CFXGPVWTG�
C�HCEV�JCRRGPU�QP�VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG��6JG�
UWO�VQVCN�QH�UWEJ�HCEVU�OC[�DG�ECNNGF�ŬVJG�
IKXGP�YQTNFŭ�QT�ŬO[�RCUUKXG�RTGUGPEG�KP�
VJG�YQTNFŭ��'CEJ�HCEV�NGCXGU�C�UECT�QP�VJG�
UMKP� 
GXGP� KH� VJKU�OC[� PQV� DG� XKUKDNG� VQ�
VJG�PCMGF�G[G���6JKU�OC[�DG�ECNNGF�ŬC�HCEV�
TGOGODGTGFŭ��6JG�VQVCNKV[�QH�UWEJ�UECTU�
OC[�DG�ECNNGF�ŬO[�OGOQT[ŭ�QT�ŬO[�RCU-
UKXG�RCUVŭ�

9JCV�OC[�DG�GZETGVGF�KU�CPQVJGT�UMKP�
RQUUKDKNKV[�CPF�KV�DGEQOGU�TGCN�FWTKPI�UG-
ETGVKQP�� 6JG� VQVCNKV[� QH� GZETGVCDNG� GHƔW-
GPEGU�HQTOU�VJG�KPPGT�JQTK\QP�QH�VJG�UMKP�
CPF� OC[� DG� ECNNGF� ŬO[� HTGGFQOŭ�� 'CEJ�
UKPING�QWVIQKPI�VGPFGPE[�OC[�DG�ECNNGF�
ŬC� FGEKUKQPŭ�� &WTKPI� VJG� UGETGVKQP� QH� C�
FGEKUKQP�C�HCEV�JCRRGPU�QP�VJG�UMKP�UWT-
HCEG��6JG�UWO�VQVCN�QH�UWEJ�HCEVU�OC[�DG�
ECNNGF�ŬJQY�+�IKXG�O[UGNH�VQ�VJG�YQTNFŭ�QT�
ŬO[�CEVKXG�RTGUGPEG� KP� VJG�YQTNFŭ��'CEJ�
HCEV�NGCXGU�C�UECT�QP�VJG�UMKP��YJKEJ�OC[�
DG� ECNNGF� ŬCP� CEVKQP� TGOGODGTGFŭ�� 6JG�
VQVCNKV[�QH�UWEJ�UECTU�OC[�DG�ECNNGF�ŬO[�
YQTMUŭ�QT�ŬO[�CEVKXG�RCUVŭ�

6JGUG�QDUGTXCVKQPU�RGTOKV�VJG�FTCYKPI�
QH�UMKP�QWVNKPGU��+V�NKGU�DGVYGGP�VJG�JQTK-
\QPU� QH� ŬHWVWTGŭ� CPF� ŬRCUVŭ�� QH� ŬHTGGFQOŭ�

CPF� ŬIKXGP�YQTNFŭ��6JGUG�JQTK\QPU�QXGT-
NCR��DWV�UVKNN�QPG�ECP�FKUVKPIWKUJ�DGVYGGP�
CP� ŬQWVGTŭ�CPF�CP� ŬKPPGTŭ�UMKP�UKFG��6JKU�
KU�UQ�DGECWUG�VJGTG�CTG�NKOKVU�VQ�VJG�UMKP�
RQUUKDKNKVKGU��KV�JCU�PQV�WPNKOKVGF�CDUQTR-
VKQP�CPF�UGETGVKQP�RQVGPVKCNKVKGU��6JGTG�KU�
CP�KPPGT�NKOKV�VQ�UMKP�RQUUKDKNKVKGU�CPF�KV�
OC[�DG�ECNNGF�Ŭ+ŭ��+�CO�VJG�OQUV�GZVTGOG�
CPF�PGDWNQWU�NKOKV�QH�HTGGFQO��#PF�VJGTG�
KU�CP�QWVGT�NKOKV�VQ�UMKP�RQUUKDKNKVKGU��DWV�
EWTKQWUN[� GPQWIJ�� KV� OC[� PQV� DG� ECNNGF�
ŬVJG� IKXGP�YQTNFŬ�� %QPETGVG� QDUGTXCVKQP�
UJQYU� VJCV� VJG� IKXGP�YQTNF� KU� CDUQTDC-
DNG�YKVJQWV�NKOKV��6JG�QWVGT�NKOKV�QH�UMKP�
RQUUKDKNKVKGU�OWUV�DG�ECNNGF�ŬO[�FGCVJŭ��+V�
KU� VJG�OQUV�GZVTGOG�CPF�PGDWNQWU� NKOKV�
QH�O[�HWVWTG��6JGTGHQTG��VJG�ENCUUKECN�FK-
EJQVQO[�Ŭ+�ť�YQTNFŭ�OWUV�DG�CDCPFQPGF�
FWTKPI�VJG�FTCYKPI�QH�UMKP�QWVNKPGU��6JG�
UMKP� NKGU� DGVYGGP� VJG� GZVTGOG� NKOKV� ŬNŭ�
YJKEJ�NKOKVU�VJG�JQTK\QP�QH�HTGGFQO�CPF�
VJG�GZVTGOG�NKOKV�ŬO[�FGCVJŭ�YJKEJ�NKO-
KVU�VJG�JQTK\QP�QH�VJG�IKXGP�YQTNF��$WV�YG�
OWUV� TGUKUV� QWT� VGPFGPE[� VQYCTF� U[O-
OGVT[� 
CU� YG�OWUV� TGUKUV� CNN� QWT� RTGLW-
FKEGU���#NVJQWIJ� VJG�UMKP� KU�C�EQPVKPGPV�
DCVJGF�D[�VJG�/GFKVGTTCPGCP�Ŭ+ŭ�CPF�VJG�
QEGCP�ŬO[�FGCVJŭ��VJG�VYQ�UGCU�OC[�PQV�
DG� EQORCTGF� GCUKN[�� $QVJ� CTG� WPTGCN�� KP�
VJG�UGPUG�QH� ŬOGTGN[�RQUUKDNGŭ��CPF� VJG[�
PGXGT�CPF�PQYJGTG�JCRRGP�CU�C�HCEV��$WV�
Ŭ+ŭ� CO�OQTG� NKMG�C�DQVVQONGUU�CD[UU�DG-
NQY� VJG� UMKP� UWTHCEG� CPF� ŬO[� FGCVJŭ� KU�
OQTG� NKMG�C�UJCTR� NKPG�DGJKPF�GXGT[�CF-
XGPVWTG�� Ŭ+ŭ� CPF� ŬO[�FGCVJŭ�CTG�FKHHGTGPV�
VJGQTGVKECN�EQPUVTWEVKQPU�

#NVJQWIJ� VJG� QWVNKPGU� QH� VJG� UMKP� CTG�
WPRTGEKUG� 
NKMG� VJG� QWVNKPGU� QH� #OGTKEC�
KP� VJG� ��VJ�EGPVWT[��� QPG�ECP�UVKNN� VT[� VQ�
KPUETKDG�UQOG�CEEKFGPVU�QP�KV��1VJGTYKUG�
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VJG� CVNCU� JGTG� RTQRQUGF� YQWNF� NQUG� CNN�
VGEJPKECN� KPVGTGUV�� (QWT� XGT[� EQOOQP�
HCEVU�YGTG�EJQUGP�HQT�VJCV�RWTRQUG�
C��Ŭ+�
GCV�C�JCO�UCPFYKEJŭ�� 
D�� Ŭ+�TGCF�C�DQQMŭ��

E�� Ŭ+� UWHHGT� NKXGT� RCKPUŭ� CPF� 
F�� Ŭ+� YTKVG�
C� NGVVGTŭ�� 6JGUG� GZCORNGU� YGTG� EJQUGP�
JCRJC\CTF��DWV�KV�OWUV�DG�EQPHGUUGF�VJCV�
HCEVU� QH� VJG� V[RG�� Ŭ+�OGGV� C� HTKGPFŭ�YGTG�
GZENWFGF�� 6JG� JCRRGPKPI� QH� C� FKHHGTGPV�
UMKP�QP�O[�QYP�KU�VQQ�EQORNGZ�C�HCEV�VQ�
DG�KPUETKDGF�KP�VJG�OCR�CV�UWEJ�CP�GCTN[�
UVCIG�� #NVJQWIJ�� QH� EQWTUG�� KV� KU� HCEVU� QH�
VJCV�V[RG�YJKEJ�CTG�VJG�FGEKUKXG�QPGU�HQT�
O[�DGKPI�KP�VJG�YQTNF�


C��#�JCRR[�EQKPEKFGPEG��VJG�FGEKUKQP�Ŭ+�
YCPV�UQOGVJKPI�VQ�GCVŭ�CPF�VJG�CFXGPVWTG�
ŬCP� GCVCDNG� UCPFYKEJŭ� EQKPEKFG� QP� VJG�
UMKP�UWTHCEG��+V�KU�KORQTVCPV�VQ�PQVG�VJCV�
VJG�VYQ�KPEKFGPEGU�EQPFKVKQP�GCEJ�QVJGT��
6JG�CFXGPVWTG�ŬUCPFYKEJŭ� KU�GCVCDNG�DG-
ECWUG�QH�O[�FGEKUKQP�VQ�GCV�KV��CPF�O[�FG-
EKUKQP� ŬVQ�GCV�C�UCPFYKEJŭ� KU�UQ�DGECWUG�
QH� VJG� UCPFYKEJ� CFXGPVWTG�� 1PG� KU� VJG�
ECWUG�QH�VJG�QVJGT��6JKU�KU�C�EQKPEKFGPEG��
CPF�PQV�UQOG�ŬRU[EJQ�RJ[UKECN�RCTCNNGN-
KUOŭ�� 5CPFYKEJ� CPF� CRRGVKVG� EQKPEKFG��
VJG[�FQ�PQV�TWP�RCTCNNGN��Ŭ5CPFYKEJŭ�CPF�
ŬCRRGVKVGŭ� CTG� VJGQTGVKECN� EQPEGRVU� 
UMKP�
RQUUKDKNKVKGU�� CPF� ŬRU[EJQ�RJ[UKECN� RCT-
CNNGNKUOŭ�� KU� VJG�EQKPEKFGPEG�QH� VYQ� VJG-
QTKGU�KP�QPG�UKPING�EQPETGVG�HCEV��Ŭ+�GCV�C�
JCO�UCPFYKEJ�ŭ

0QY� KH� GZRNCKPGF� VJGQTGVKECNN[�� VJG�
HCEV� KU� GZVTGOGN[� EQORNGZ�� #NN� VJGQTKGU�

RJ[UKECN��RJ[UKQNQIKECN��UQEKQNQIKECN�CPF�
UQ�HQTVJ�QP�QPG�UKFG��DGJCXKQTKUV��IGUVCNV-
KUV��RU[EJQCPCN[VKECN�CPF�UQ�HQTVJ�QP�VJG�
QVJGT��HCKN�VQ�GZRNCKP�KV�HWNN[��$WV�KH�EQPUKF-
GTGF� EQPETGVGN[� CPF� UWRGTƓEKCNN[� 
HTQO�
VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG���KV�KU�QDXKQWU�NKMG�GXGT[�

EQPETGVG� HCEV��9JCV�JCRRGPU� KU� VJCV� VJG�
XKTVWCNKVKGU�ŬUCPFYKEJŭ�CPF�ŬO[�FGEKUKQP�
VQ�GCV�KVŭ�EQPFGPUG�CDQWV�UQOG�RNCEGU�QH�
VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG�CPF�DGEQOG�TGCN� VJGTG��
'URGEKCNN[�QP�VJG�UMKP�RTQVWDGTCPEG�ŬO[�
JCPFŭ�CPF�VJG�UMKP�CD[UU�ŬO[�OQWVJŭ��1P�
VJGUG� RNCEGU� +� DGEQOG� TGCN� CU� QPG�YJQ�
GCVU� C� UCPFYKEJ� CPF� VJG� UCPFYKEJ� DG-
EQOGU�TGCN�CU�O[�GCVKPI�QH�KV��$WV�VJKU�KU�
PQV�C� UCVKUHCEVQT[�FGUETKRVKQP�� +� DGEQOG�
TGCN� CU� QPG� YJQ� GCVU� KP� XCTKQWU� YC[U�
YJKEJ�XCT[�CEEQTFKPI� VQ� VJG�UMKP�RNCEG��
+�GCV�FKHHGTGPVN[�QP�O[�JCPF�CPF�QP�O[�
OQWVJ��#PF�VJG�UCPFYKEJ�KU�FKHHGTGPV�QP�
O[�JCPF��O[�OQWVJ� CPF� QP� QVJGT� UMKP�
RNCEGU��Ŭ+ŭ�CPF�ŬUCPFYKEJŭ�CTG�VJGQTGVKECN�
JQQMU� QP� YJKEJ� VQ� JCPI� VJGUG� XCTKQWU�
CURGEVU�QH�VJG�EQPETGVG�HCEV�� +H� +�YCPV�VQ�
CPCN[\G�O[UGNH�CPF�VJG�UCPFYKEJ��+�OWUV�
CPCN[\G� VJG� XCTKQWU� UMKP� RNCEGU�� #PF�
ŬNŭ� CPF� ŬUCPFYKEJŭ� FKUCRRGCT� HTQO� VJG�
UWTHCEG�QH� TGCNKV[�CHVGT�O[�GCVKPI�QH� VJG�
UCPFYKEJ��9JCV�KU�NGHV�KU�C�UECT��VJG�UCPF-
YKEJ�TGOGODGTGF�D[�OG�

6JKU�HCEV�OC[�DG�KPUETKDGF�QP�VJG�OCR�
CU� HQNNQYU��O[�RCUUKXG� CPF� CEVKXG� RTGU-
GPEG� KP� VJG� YQTNF� EQKPEKFG� QP� XCTKQWU�
RNCEGU� QH� VJG� UMKP� UWTHCEG� VQ� HQTO� VJG�
HCEV�� +� GCV�C� UCPFYKEJ��6JG� HCEV�JCU� VYQ�
HWVWTGU�� VJG� CFXGPVWTG� ŬUCPFYKEJŭ� EQO-
KPI�KP�HTQO�O[�HWVWTG�CPF�VJG�FGEKUKQP�VQ�
GCV� KV�EQOKPI� KP� HTQO�O[� HTGGFQO��#PF�
KV� JCU� VYQ� RCUVU�� VJG� UCPFYKEJ� TGOGO-
DGTGF� CPF� O[� FGGF� QH� JCXKPI� GCVGP� KV��
6JWU�� VJG� KPUETKRVKQP�QH� VJG� ŬIGQITCRJKE�
CPF�JKUVQTKECNŭ�CEEKFGPVU�QH�Ŭ+�GCV�C�UCPF-
YKEJŭ� JCU� UWEEGGFGF�� CNVJQWIJ� PQDQF[�
YKNN�FGP[�VJCV�KV�KU�KP�PGGF�QH�HWTVJGT�KO-
RTQXGOGPV�


D��0Q�JCRR[�EQKPEKFGPEG� KP� VJG� ECUG�
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QH� VJG� HCEV� Ŭ+� TGCF� C� DQQMŭ� CPF� PQ� RU[-
EJQ�RJ[UKECN� RCTCNNGNKUO�� +P� KV� VJG� UMKP�
UGGOU�VQ�RQKPV�HTQO�VJG�YQTNF�VQ�O[UGNH�
KP� C� QPG�YC[� F[PCOKE�� $WV� UVKNN�� GXGP�
KH� VJG� WUWCN� VJGQTGVKECN� FKHƓEWNVKGU� CTG�
DTCEMGVGF� QWV�� VJG� UWRGTƓEKCN� CURGEV� QH�
VJG�HCEV�KU�EQORNGZ��6JG�CFXGPVWTG�ŬDQQMŭ�
ECPPQV� DG� UCKF� VQ� ƔQY� KPVQ� VJG� CD[UU�
ŬG[Gŭ�� VQ�DGEQOG�TGCN� VJGTG�CU� VJG� HCEV� Ŭ+�
TGCF�KVŭ�CPF�VQ�NGCXG�C�UECT�ŬDQQM�TGOGO-
DGTGFŭ��$GECWUG�VJG�DQQM�ECP�ƔQY�KP�QPN[�
KH� KV� OGGVU� O[� FGEKUKQP� VQ� TGCF� KV�� #N-
VJQWIJ�KV�OWUV�DG�CFOKVVGF�VJCV�VJG�DQQM�
ECWUGU�UWEJ�C�FGEKUKQP��#PF�KV�FQGU�PQV�
NGCXG�LWUV�C�UECT�DWV�CNUQ�EQPVKPWGU�VQ�DG�
TGCFCDNG�KP�VJG�HWVWTG��6JKU�EQORNKECVKQP�
TGPFGTU�VJG�KPUETKRVKQP�QP�VJG�OCR�FKHƓ-
EWNV��CPF�KV�KU�PQ�FQWDV�FWG�VQ�VJG�O[UVGT[�
QH�VJG�URGEKƓE�UMKP�URQV�
VJG�G[G��YJGTG�
VJG�HCEV�JCRRGPU�

6JGTG�CTG�GZEGNNGPV�RJGPQOGPQNQIKGU�
QH�VJG�G[G�CPF�QH�VJG�INCPEG��HQT�KPUVCPEG�
/GTNGCW�2QPV[ũU��$CEJGNCTFũ�CPF�1TVGICũU��
5VKNN�� VJG� O[UVGT[� TGOCKPU� WPXKQNCVGF��
6JG� TGCUQP�OC[� DG� VJCV� VJG� G[G�� WPNKMG�
QVJGT� URQVU� QH� VJG� UMKP�� KU� KOOGFKCVGN[�
KPXKUKDNG�� +V� OC[� DG� UGGP� QPN[� VJTQWIJ�
VJG� INCPEG� QH� UQOGDQF[� GNUGũU� G[G� 
HQT�
KPUVCPEG� VJG� OKTTQTũU��� #� INCPEG� 
GXGP�
KH� KV� DG� C� RJGPQOGPQNQIKECN� QPG�� OWUV�
INCPEG�CV�C�INCPEG�KP�QTFGT�VQ�UGG�KV��6JKU�
OGVJQFQNQIKECN� EQORNKECVKQP� WPFQWDV-
GFN[� TGƔGEVU� VJG� HCEV� VJCV� VJG� G[G� KU� CP�
CD[UU�YJKEJ�TGCEJGU�FGGR�KPVQ�HTGGFQO�
CPF�VJTQWIJ�YJKEJ�O[UGNH�TGCEJGU�XGT[�
PGCT�VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG��+P�VJG�ECUG�WPFGT�
EQPUKFGTCVKQP� VJG� O[UVGT[� QH� VJG� G[G�
OCPKHGUVU�KVUGNH�CU�KVU�ECRCEKV[�HQT�TGCF-
KPI��6JG�G[G�ECP�INCPEG�CV�CP�CFXGPVWTG�
CU� KH� KV� YGTG� FGEKRJGTCDNG� 
CU� KH� KV� JCF�

UQOG�OGCPKPI��� +V� INCPEGU� CV� VJG� UCPF-
YKEJ�KP�C�YC[�VJCV� KU�FKHHGTGPV�HTQO�VJG�
INCPEG�CV�VJG�DQQM��VJG�G[G�OCMGU�FKHHGT-
GPV�FGEKUKQPU��$WV� VJKU� KU�PQV� VJG�YJQNG�
RTQDNGO��6JG�INCPEG�FGRGPFU�QP�YJCV�KV�
UGGU�� KV� KU� EQPFKVKQPGF�D[� KV� CPF� TGƔGEVU�
KV�� 6JG� DQQM� EQPFKVKQPU� VJG� G[G� VQYCTF�
C�TGCFKPI�FGEKUKQP��$WV�VJG�INCPEG�JCU�C�
EGTVCKP�CWVQPQO[�YKVJ�TGICTF�VQ�YJCV�KV�
UGGU��+V�OC[�VT[�VQ�TGCF�VJG�UCPFYKEJ�CPF�
VQ�NQQM�CV�VJG�DQQM�CU�KH�KV�YGTG�UQOGVJKPI�
VQ� GCV�� 6JGQTGVKECNN[��OWEJ�OC[�DG� UCKF�
VQ�GZRNCKP�VJKU�TGCFKPI�HCEWNV[�QH�VJG�G[G��
CPF� VJGQT[� QH� EQOOWPKECVKQP� FQGU� UQ��
$WV�PQ�VJGQT[�ECP�GZRNCKP�VJG�O[UVGT[�QH�
VJG�G[G�HWNN[�

+H�QPG�VTKGU� VQ� KPUETKDG� VJG� HCEV� ŬN� TGCF�
C�DQQMŭ�QP�VJG�UMKP�OCR�FGURKVG�QH� VJKU��
QPG�YQWNF�JCXG�VQ�FQ�VJKU�CRRTQZKOCVGN[�
CU� HQNNQYU�� C� RQUUKDNG� CFXGPVWTG�� ŬDQQMŭ��
EQOGU�KP�HTQO�VJG�IKXGP�YQTNF�QH�O[�HW-
VWTG��RTQXQMGU�VJG�FGEKUKQP�VQ�TGCF�KV�QP�
VJG� UMKP�URQV� ŬG[Gŭ� CPF�DGEQOGU� TGCN� KP�
VJG�HCEV�Ŭ+�TGCF�KVŭ��+VU�HWVWTG�KU�FQWDNG��VJG�
IKXGP�CFXGPVWTG�CPF�O[�FGEKUKQP�VQ�TGCF�
KV��$WV�VJG�HWVWTG�ŬCFXGPVWTGŭ�KU�CPVGTKQT�VQ�
VJG�HWVWTG�ŬFGEKUKQPŭ�CPF�VJG�IKXGP�YQTNF�
KU�CPVGTKQT�VQ�O[�HTGGFQO��#HVGT�KVU�TGCNK-
\CVKQP�VJG�HCEV�DKHWTECVG�KPVQ�C�RCUV�
ŬDQQM�
TGOGODGTGFŭ��CPF�C�HWVWTG�
ŬVJG�RQUUKDKN-
KV[�VQ�TGCF�KV�CICKPŭ���0QDQF[�YKNN�EQPUKF-
GT�UWEJ�CP�CVVGORV�VQ�FGUETKDG�VJG�HCEV�VQ�
JCXG�DGGP�XGT[�UWEEGUUHWN��DWV�UQOG�OC[�
VJKPM�VJCV�KV�KU�YQTVJ�YJKNG�VT[KPI�


E��6JG� HCEV� VJCV� +�UWHHGT� NKXGT�RCKP�QH-
HGTU�FKHƓEWNVKGU�QH�KPUETKRVKQP�YKVJKP�VJG�
OCR�YJKEJ� CTG� QH� SWKVG� FKHHGTGPV� QTFGT��
+P�QTFGT�VQ�HCEG�VJGO�YG�OWUV�TGUKUV�VJG�
VGORVCVKQP�VQ�HCNN�DCEM�KPVQ�VJG�GZVTGOG�
RQKPV�QH�XKGY�YJKEJ�YG�JCXG�CDCPFQPGF�
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YKVJ� UWEJ� CP� GHHQTV�� +H� YG� EQPUKFGT� VJG�
UMKP� VQ�DG� VJG�UWTHCEG�YJKEJ�EQXGTU� VJG�
DQF[�� VJGP�� QH� EQWTUG�� VJG� NKXGT�� DGKPI� C�
RCTV� QH� VJG� DQF[�� NKGU� QP� KVU� KPPGT� UKFG�
CPF� NKXGT� RCKPU� EQOG� KP� HTQO� VJG� KPPGT�
UMKP� UKFG�� $WV� KH�YG� EQPUKFGT� VJG� HCEV� Ŭ+�
UWHHGT�NKXGT�RCKPUŭ�HTQO�VJG�UWTHCEG�� ŬNKX-
GT�RCKPUŭ�CTG�UGGP�CU�QPG�QH�O[�RQUUKDNG�
CFXGPVWTGU�YJKEJ�EQOG�KP��NKMG�VJG�UCPF-
YKEJ�CPF�VJG�DQQM��HTQO�QWV�QH�O[�IKXGP�
YQTNF��HTQO�VJG�UMKP�QWVUKFG��5WEJ�C�XKGY�
UJQYU�VJG�NKXGT�RCKPU�VQ�DG�C�VJGQTGVKECN�
EQPEGRV�DGHQTG�KVU�TGCNK\CVKQP�QP�VJG�UMKP��
LWUV�NKMG�VJG�UCPFYKEJ�CPF�VJG�DQQM��CPF�
VJGTGHQTG�VQ�NKG�KP�O[�HWVWTG�CU�QPG�QH�VJG�
UMKP�RQUUKDKNKVKGU��$WV�QH�EQWTUG�VJGTG�ECP�
DG�PQ�NKXGT�RCKP�YKVJQWV�C�NKXGT��6JG�NKXGT�
KU�VJWU�UJQYP�VQ�DG�CP�CFXGPVWTG�YJKEJ�
NKGU�DGJKPF� VJG� NKXGT�RCKP�� VJGTGHQTG� HWT-
VJGT�CYC[� KP� VJG�IKXGP�YQTNF�� KP�O[� HW-
VWTG� 
OQTG� VJGQTGVKECN� CPF� NGUU�RQUUKDNG�
VJCP�VJG�NKXGT�RCKPU���0QY�VJKU�TCKUGU�VYQ�
SWGUVKQPU� CU� HCT� CU� KPUETKRVKQP� KPVQ� VJG�
UMKP�OCR� KU� EQPEGTPGF��JQY� VQ� KPUETKDG�
VJG�DQF[�CPF�YJCV�UECNG�VQ�WUG�

5GGP� ŬQDLGEVKXGN[ŭ�� VJG� DQF[� KU� C� U[P-
EJTQPK\GF�QTICPKUO��$WV�UGGP�EQPETGVG-
N[�� KV� KU� C� XCIWG� EQPEGRV� YJKEJ� VTKGU� VQ�
EQXGT�C�ƓGNF�QH�XGT[�FKURCTCVG�RCTVU��6JG�
G[G�KU�C�RCTV�QH�VJG�DQF[�YJGTG�VJG�HWVWTG�
DGEQOGU�TGCN�CU�VJG�IKXGP�YQTNF��6JG�ƓP-
IGT�KU�C�RCTV�QH�VJG�DQF[�YJGTG�+�DGEQOG�
TGCN�KP�VJG�YQTNF��6JG�NKXGT�KU�C�RCTV�QH�VJG�
DQF[� YJKEJ� OCMGU� KV� RQUUKDNG� VJCV� VJG�
HCEV�Ŭ+�UWHHGT�NKXGT�RCKPŭ�JCRRGPU��4KDQPW-
ENGKE� CEKFU� CTG� RCTVU� QH� VJG� DQF[�YJKEJ�
OCMG�KV�RQUUKDNG�VQ�VJGQTGVKECNN[�GZRNCKP�
EGTVCKP� HCEVU� VJCV� JCRRGP� QP� VJG� UMKP�
UWTHCEG��6JGTGHQTG��VJG�DQF[�YKNN�JCXG�VQ�
CRRGCT�QP� VJG�UMKP�OCR�CU�URQTCFKECNN[�

UECVVGTGF�RCTVU�YJKEJ�NKG�KP�XCTKQWU�FKU-
VCPEGU�HTQO�VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG�YKVJKP�VJG�
IKXGP�YQTNF��QT�CTG�RCTV�QH�VJG�UWTHCEG�

6JG�UECNG�QH�VJG�OCR�YKNN�JCXG�VQ�DCUG�
KVUGNH�QP�=#DTCJCO�#�?�/QNGUũ�TGUGCTEJ�QP�
ŬRTQZKOKV[ŭ3�/QNGU�RTQLGEVU�C�URCEG�VKOG�
VJG�UVTWEVWTG�QH�YJKEJ�KU�VJG�FKUVCPEG�DG-
VYGGP� O[UGNH� CPF� VJKPIU� 
ŬQDLGVUŭ�� CPF�
VJG�OGCUWTG�QH�YJKEJ�KU�VJG�KPVGTGUV�VJG�
VJKPIU�JCXG�HQT�OG��6JWU�VJG�UCPFYKEJ��
KH�+�YCPV�VQ�GCV�KV��KU�PGCTGT�VJCP�VJG�NKXGT�
CPF�VJG�NKXGT�PGCTGT�VJCP�VJG�UCPFYKEJ�KH�
+� UWHHGT�RCKP��$WV�/QNGUũ� URCEG�VKOG�JCU�
ŬO[UGNHŭ� CU� KVU� EGPVGT��YJGTGCU� VJG� UMKP�
OCR� JCU� VJG� UMKP� UWTHCEG� 
VJG� FKCNGE-
VKEU�DGVYGGP�O[UGNH�CPF�VJG�VJKPI��CU�KVU�
EGPVGT��6JG� ŬVJȘQTKG�FGU�QDLGVUŭ�OWUV�DG�
CFCRVGF�VQ�VJG�OCR�UVTWEVWTG�DGHQTG�KV�KU�
WUGF�CU�C�UECNG�HQT�OCR�KPUETKRVKQPU�

6JKU� YKNN� CNNQY� VJG� HQNNQYKPI� KPUETKR-
VKQP� QH� VJG� HCEV� Ŭ+� UWHHGT� NKXGT� RCKPŭ�� QWV�
HTQO� VJG� HWVWTG� 
VJG� IKXGP� YQTNF�� VJG�
CFXGPVWTG� ŬNKXGT�RCKPŭ�EQOGU� KP�CPF�DG-
EQOGU�TGCN�QP�VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG�CU�VJG�HCEV�
Ŭ+� UWHHGT� VJGOŭ��$GJKPF� VJCV� HWVWTG� VJGTG�
KU� C�OQTG� FKUVCPV� QPG� 
VJG� NKXGT�� YJKEJ�
KU�OQTG�QDLGEVKXG�KP�VJG�UGPUG�QH�HWTVJGT�
CYC[� KP� VJG� IKXGP�YQTNF�� 6JG� UMKP� URQV�
YJGTG� VJG� HCEV� JCRRGPU� KU� RCTV� QH� O[�
RCUUKXG�DGKPI�KP�VJG�YQTNF�
C�ŬUWHHGTKPIŭ���
6JG�HCEV�NGCXGU�C�UECT��ŬNKXGT�RCKP�TGOGO-
DGTGFŭ��CPF�VJWU�DGEQOGU�RCTV�QH�VJG�RCUV��
6JKU�UGGOU�VQ�DG�C�SWKVG�UCVKUHCEVQT[�YC[�
VQ�KPUETKDG�VJG�HCEV�KPVQ�VJG�UMKP�OCR�


F��6JG� HCEV� ŬN�YTKVG�C� NGVVGTŭ�OWUV�PQV�
DG�EQPUKFGTGF�CU�CP�QRRQUKVG�QH�VJG�HCEV�
ŬN� UWHHGT� NKXGT� RCKPŭ� DGECWUG� QH� VJG� QPG�

3  Editorial note: Abraham A. Moles, Théorie des objets (Paris 
1972).
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DGKPI� CEVKXG� CPF� VJG� QVJGT� RCUUKXG�� 9G�
OWUV� TGUKUV� QWT� VGPFGPE[� VQYCTF� U[O-
OGVT[� DGECWUG� QDUGTXCVKQP� QH� EQPETGVG�
HCEVU� UJQYU� CEVKXG� QPGU� VQ� DG� HCT�OQTG�
EQORNGZ�VJCP�RCUUKXG�QPGU��+P�VJG�HCEV�VQ�
DG�FGUETKDGF��C�RTGUUWTG�HTQO�KPUKFG�VJG�
UMKP� FQOKPCVGU� YJKEJ� EQOGU� HTQO�O[�
HTGGFQO� KP� VJG� HQTO� QH�O[� FGEKUKQP� VQ�
YTKVG�C�NGVVGT��+V�KU��QH�EQWTUG��CP�GZVTGOG-
N[� EQORNGZ� RTQEGUU� KH� KV� KU� EQPUKFGTGF�
VJGQTGVKECNN[��$WV�GXGP�KH�YG�RWV�CNN�VJQUG�
VJGQTGVKECN�EQORNGZKVKGU�YKVJKP�DTCEMGVU��
VJG� HCEV� KU� UVKNN� EQORNGZ� DGECWUG� QH� VJG�
EQWPVGT�RTGUUWTG�YJKEJ� VJG� FGEKUKQP� VQ�
YTKVG� C� NGVVGT� RTQXQMGU�QP� VJG� UMKP�QWV-
UKFG�

6JG� RTGUUWTG� GZRCPFU� VJG� UMKP� KP� CP�
CEV� ŬN� UVTGVEJ� QWV� O[� JCPFUŭ� VJTQWIJ�
YJKEJ�VJG�UMKP�TGCEJGU�QWV�KPVQ�VJG�IKX-
GP� YQTNF�� 6JGTG� KV� UVTKMGU� CICKPUV� QPG�
QH� VJG�IKXGP�RQUUKDKNKVKGU�QH� VJG�YQTNF��C�
V[RGYTKVGT��6JCV�RQUUKDKNKV[�DGEQOGU�TGCN�
QP�VJG�JCPFU�CU�RCTV�QH�O[�RTGUGPEG� KP�
VJG�YQTNF��DWV�KOOGFKCVGN[�VWTPU�CTQWPF�
HTQO� VJG� RTGUGPV� KPVQ� VJG� HWVWTG�� +V� DG-
EQOGU� C� RTQNQPIGF� JCPF� CPF�O[� FGEK-
UKQP� VQ� YTKVG� C� NGVVGT� RTQRGNU� KV� HWTVJGT�
KPVQ�VJG�HWVWTG�

6JGTG� KV�UVTKMGU�CICKPUV�C� HWTVJGT�RQU-
UKDKNKV[� QH� VJG� YQTNF�� C� RCRGT�� 6JG� RTGU-
UWTG�QH�VJG�V[RGYTKVGT�CICKPUV�VJG�RCRGT�
EJCPIGU�VJG�RCRGT�CPF�TGUWNVU�KP�VJG�EQP-
ETGVG�HCEV�Ŭ+�YTKVG�C�NGVVGTŭ�

6JG� RCUUKXG� GNGOGPV� KP� VJG� CEVKXG�
RTQEGUU� QH� O[� FGEKUKQP� KU� YJCV� OCMGU�
VJG� HCEV� EQORNGZ�� /[� FGEKUKQP� UVTKMGU�
CICKPUV�ŬQDLGEVUŭ�
EQWPVGT�RTGUUWTGU��CPF�
TGCNK\GU� KVUGNH� VJTQWIJ� VJGO� D[� VWTPKPI�
VJGO�CTQWPF��D[�ŬTGXQNWVKQPUŭ��6JG�V[RG-
YTKVGT� KORGTCVKXG� ŬYTKVG� YKVJ� OGКŭ� CPF�

VJG� RCRGT� KORGTCVKXG� ŬYTKVG� QP�OGКŭ� CTG�
VWTPGF� CTQWPF� VQ� DGEQOG� KORGTCVKXGU�
YJKEJ�+�CTVKEWNCVG�KP�VJG�FKTGEVKQP�QH�VJG�
HWVWTG��5WEJ�TGXQNWVKQPCDNG�QDLGEVU��UWEJ�
RQUUKDKNKVKGU� HQT� VJG� TGCNK\CVKQP� QH� QVJGT�
RQUUKDKNKVKGU��OC[�DG�ECNNGF�ŬKPUVTWOGPVUŭ�
CPF� VJGKT� UWO� VQVCN�OC[� DG� ECNNGF� ŬEWN-
VWTGŭ�� 1VJGT� QDLGEVU� KP�O[� HWVWTG�YJKEJ�
ECPPQV� VJWU� DG� TGXQNWVKQPK\GF� OC[� DG�
ECNNGF� ŬPCVWTGŭ��9JKEJ�OGCPU� VJCV� +� ECP�
YTKVG�C� NGVVGT�DGECWUG�RCTV�QH�O[� HWVWTG�

VJG�IKXGP�YQTNF��KU�EWNVWTG�

0QY� UWEJ� C�YC[� VQ� FGUETKDG� VJG� HCEV�
CPF�VQ�VT[�CPF�KPUETKDG�KV�KP�VJG�OCR�JCU�
KVU�CFXCPVCIG�CPF�KVU�FKUCFXCPVCIG��6JG�
CFXCPVCIG� KU� VJCV� KV�OCMGU� VJG� FKUVKPE-
VKQP� DGVYGGP� EWNVWTG� CPF�PCVWTG� QPG� QH�
FGITGG��PQV�QH�MKPF��CPF�VJCV� KV�OCMGU� KV�
FGRGPFGPV�QP�VJG�FKCNGEVKEU�DGVYGGP�VJG�
IKXGP�YQTNF�CPF�O[�FGEKUKQP��6JG�OQTG�
C�IKXGP�CFXGPVWTG� KU� TGXQNWVKQPCDNG�CPF�
VJG�OQTG� +� FGEKFG� VQ� VWTP� KV� CTQWPF�� VJG�
OQTG� KV� KU� EWNVWTG� CPF� VJG� NGUU� KV� KU� PC-
VWTG��6JG�V[RGYTKVGT�KU�EWNVWTG�KH�+�YCPV�VQ�
YTKVG��DWV�NGUU�UQ�KH�+�YCPV�VQ�GCV�C�UCPF-
YKEJ��#PF�KH�+�CO�C�$TC\KNKCP�+PFKIGPQWU�
KV� KU�PCVWTG�DGECWUG� KV� KU� VJGP�PQV�IKXGP�
CU�C�TGXQNWVKQPCDNG�RQUUKDKNKV[��6JKU�KU�CP�
CFXCPVCIG� KP� VJG�FGUETKRVKQP�DGECWUG� KV�
CNNQYU�� HQT� KPUVCPEG�� VJG� FKUVKPEVKQP�� QP�
VJG�OCR��DGVYGGP�C�ŬTKIJVKUVŭ�CPF�C�ŬNGHV-
KUVŭ�DGKPI�KP�VJG�YQTNF��*G�YJQ�KU�KP�VJG�
YQTNF�QP�VJG�TKIJV�JCU�C�UMKP�YJGTG�VJG�
IKXGP� YQTNF� JCRRGPU�OQTG� KP� VJG� HQTO�
QH�PCVWTG��CPF�JG�YJQ�KU�KP�VJG�YQTNF�QP�
VJG� NGHV� RTGUUWTGU� JKU� UMKP� D[� FGEKUKQPU�
YJKEJ�OCMG� VJG� HWVWTG� JCRRGP�OQTG� C�
TGXQNWVKQPCDNG�EWNVWTG�

;GV�VJKU�YC[�VQ�FGUETKDG�VJG�HCEV�KU�CNUQ�
C�FKUCFXCPVCIG��+H�VJG�FKHHGTGPEG�DGVYGGP�

FLUSSER / SKIN



INTERFACE CRITIQUE JOURNAL – VOL. 3 – 2021

123

EWNVWTG�CPF�PCVWTG�KU�QPG�QH�FGITGG��CPF�KH�
KV�FGRGPFU�KP�RCTV�QP�VJG�FGEKUKQP�VQYCTF�
TGXQNWVKQP�� VJGP�PQ�CFXGPVWTG� KU�FGƓPC-
DNG�CU�ŬEWNVWTGŭ�DGHQTG�+�FGEKFG�O[UGNH�VQ�
KV��+V�KU�PQ�JGNR�VQ�UC[�VJCV�+�FGEKFG�VQ�GCV�
C�UCPFYKEJ�CPF�VQ�YTKVG�QP�C�V[RGYTKVGT�
DGECWUG� VJGUG� RQUUKDKNKVKGU� QHHGT� VJGO��
UGNXGU� HQT� UWEJ�FGEKUKQPU��$GECWUG� VJG[�
QHHGT�VJGOUGNXGU�VJWU�QPN[�CHVGT�O[�FG-
EKUKQP��6JWU�KV�DGEQOGU�SWKVG�O[UVGTKQWU�
YJ[�CP[�FGEKUKQP�CV�CNN�KU�GXGT�VCMGP��6JKU�
KU�C�DKI�FKUCFXCPVCIG�QH� VJG�FGUETKRVKQP�
CPF�XGT[�RTQDCDN[�FWG� VQ�UQOG�OKUVCMG�
VJCV� QEEWTTGF� FWTKPI� VJG� FGUETKRVKQP��
6JKU�OWUV�DG�EQPHGUUGF�

$[� VJG� YC[�� 6JG� UCOG�OKUVCMG�OWUV�
JCXG�QEEWTTGF�FWTKPI� VJG� NKXGT� RCKP�FG-
UETKRVKQP�� +H� QPG� GZRNCKPU� VJCV� HCEV� QD-
LGEVKXGN[�� QPG� JCU� GZRNCKPGF� KV� HTQO� VJG�
ŬTKIJVŭ�CU�C�HCEV�ECWUGF�D[�VJG�DQF[��6JKU�
KU� XWNICT� 
HCUEKUV�� OCVGTKCNKUO�� +H� QPG�
GZRNCKPU� VJG� HCEV� HTQO� VJG� UMKP� UWTHCEG��
QPG�JCU�GZRNCKPGF� KV� HTQO�VJG� ŬNGHVŭ�CU�C�
HCEV�YJKEJ�TGUWNVU�HTQO�VJG�FKCNGEVKEU�DG-
VYGGP�VJG�IKXGP�YQTNF�CPF�O[�RTGUGPEG�
KP� KV�� $WV� VJKU� KU�PQ� GZRNCPCVKQP�� +U� NKXGT�
RCKP� PCVWTG� DGECWUG� +� ECPPQV� FGEKFG� VQ�
UWHHGT�KV!�#PF�KH�UQ��YJ[�ECP�+�PQV!

9KVJ� VJKU� FKUCFXCPVCIG� KP� OKPF�� QPG�
ECP� RTQEGGF�YKVJ� VJG� KPUETKRVKQP� QH� VJG�
HCEV�YKVJKP�VJG�OCR�CU�HQNNQYU��/[�HTGG-
FQO�RTGUUGU�CICKPUV�VJG�UMKP�CU�C�FGEK-
UKQP� VQ�YTKVG� C� NGVVGT� CPF� TGCNK\GU� KVUGNH�
KP�VJG�YQTNF�CU�VJG�CEV�QH�UVTGVEJKPI�QWV�
O[� JCPFU�� VWTPKPI� CTQWPF� C� V[RGYTKVGT�
CPF�EJCPIKPI�C�RCRGT��YJKEJ�OGCPU�VJG�
HCEV� Ŭ+� YTKVG� C� NGVVGTŭ�� 6JKU� HCEV� JCU� VYQ�
HWVWTGU��O[�HTGGFQO�CPF�VJG�TGXQNWVKQP-
CDNG�YQTNF�QH�EWNVWTG��#PF�VYQ�RCUVU��VJG�
YTKVVGP�NGVVGT�TGOGODGTGF�CPF�O[�YQTM�

ŬVJG� YTKVVGP� NGVVGTŭ�� 6JKU� UGEQPF� RCUV� KU�
VJG�HWVWTG�QH�UQOGDQF[�GNUG� 
JKU�CFXGP-
VWTG���DWV�VJKU�ECPPQV�DG�KPUETKDGF�KP�VJG�
OCR�CV�VJKU�UVCIG�QH�KVU�RTQLGEVKQP��1P�VJG�
QVJGT�JCPF��YJCV�ECP�DG�KPUETKDGF�KU�VJKU��
6JG�HCEV� Ŭ+�YTKVG�C� NGVVGTŭ� KU�CP�CEV�� K�G���C�
IGUVWTG�QH�VJG�UMKP�UWTHCEG��6JG�OCR�OC[�
EQPVCKP� C� UGTKGU� QH� IGUVWTGU�� 0QY� KV� KU�
XGT[�FQWDVHWN�VJCV�OCP[�YKNN�CITGG�VQ�VJKU�
YC[�QH�KPUETKDKPI�VJG�HCEV��DWV�UQOG�YKNN�
CITGG�VJCV�KV�KU�QRGP�VQ�HWTVJGT�KORTQXG-
OGPV�

.GV� WU� TGEQPUKFGT� VJGUG� TGƔGEVKQPU�
DGHQTG�YG�VT[�VQ�TGCEJ�C�EQPENWUKQP��6JG�
VJGUKU�YCU�VJCV�EQPETGVG�HCEVU�JCRRGP�QP�
C�F[PCOKE� UWTHCEG�DGVYGGP�O[UGNH� CPF�
VJG�YQTNF�� 6JCV� UWTHCEG� KU� VJG� UMKP� KP� C�
UGPUG� XGT[� PGCT�� DWV� PQV� SWKVG� KFGPVKECN�
YKVJ��VJG�UGPUG�OGCPV�KP�FGTOCVQNQI[��+H�
QPG�OGCPU�VJG�UMKP�VJWU��KV�DGEQOGU�XKU-
KDNG�HTQO�C�URGEKƓE�RQKPV�QH�XKGY��ECNNGF�
VJG�ŬUWRGTƓEKCNŭ�QPG�KP�VJKU�RCRGT��&WTKPI�
VJG�CVVGORV�VQ�FGƓPG�VJG�UMKP�KV�DGECOG�
GXKFGPV�VJCV�KV�FQGU�PQV�NKG�DGVYGGP�O[-
UGNH� CPF� VJG� YQTNF� DWV� DGVYGGP�O[UGNH�
CPF�O[�FGCVJ��1PEG�FGƓPGF��UQOG�URGEKH-
KE�HCEVU�YGTG�VCMGP�CU�VGUVU�HQT�VJG�GNCD-
QTCVKQP�QH�C�UMKP�OCR��6JG[�YGTG�EJQUGP�
HTQO�CP�QPVQNQIKECN�XKGYRQKPV�DWV�KV�YCU�
EQPHGUUGF� VJCV� QVJGT� XKGYRQKPVU� OWUV�
EQORNGVG�VJG�EJQUGP�QPG�KH�VJG�OCR�KU�VQ�
DG�WUGHWN��6JG�CVVGORV�CV�KPUETKRVKQP�OGV�
YKVJ�XCT[KPI�UWEEGUU��6JG�SWGUVKQP�PQY�
KU��+U�KV�YQTVJYJKNG�VQ�OCMG�UWEJ�C�OCR!

#RRCTGPVN[� VJKU� UJQWNF� JCXG� DGGP�
CUMGF�CV�VJG�DGIKPPKPI�QH�VJKU�RCRGT��$WV�
VJKU�YCU�KORQUUKDNG�DGECWUG�CV�VJCV�RQKPV�
VJG�SWGUVKQP�YQWNF�PQV�TGXGCN�KVU�OGCP-
KPI��1PG�EQWNF�JCXG�UCKF�VJGP�VJCV�GXGT[�
OCR� KU� WUGHWN� KH� KV� UGTXGU� QTKGPVCVKQP� KP�
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C� EQORNGZ� UKVWCVKQP�CPF� VJCV� KV� FQGU� UQ�
D[� UKORNKH[KPI� VJG� UKVWCVKQP�� +H� VJG�OCR�
JGTG�RTQRQUGF�FQGU� UQ�� KV� KU�WUGHWN��#PF�
KV�FQGU�UQ��+V�UKORNKƓGU�EQORNGZ�RTQDNGOU�
NKMG� RU[EJQ�RJ[UKECN� RCTCNNGNKUO�� HTGG-
FQO�EQPFKVKQP��VJG�RTQDNGO�QH�VJG�DQF[��
EWNVWTG�PCVWTG�� ŬTKIJVKUVŭ�ŬNGHVKUVŭ� GZKUV-
GPEG�CPF�UQ�HQTVJ��$WV�VJKU�KU�PQV�C�IQQF�
CPUYGT� VQ� VJG� SWGUVKQP�� +V� FQGU� PQV� CUM�
YJGVJGT�UWEJ�C�OCR�YQWNF�DG�WUGHWN�DWV�
YJGVJGT� KV� KU� YQTVJYJKNG�� YJGVJGT� VJG�
EQUVU� KPXQNXGF� EQORGPUCVG� KVU� WUGHWN-
PGUU�
VQ�URGCM�YKVJ�/QNGU��

#V� VJKU� RQKPV� QH� VJG� CTIWOGPV� KV� JCU�
DGEQOG�QDXKQWU� VJCV� VJG�EQUVU� KPXQNXGF�
YQWNF� DG� XGT[� EQPUKFGTCDNG�� %QUVU� VJCV�
OC[� DG� EQORCTGF� VQ� VJQUG� KPXQNXGF� KP�
VJG� GNCDQTCVKQP� QH� CP� CVNCU� QH� VJG� 'CTVJ�
FWTKPI�VJG�RGTKQF�QH�FKUEQXGTKGU��2QUUKDN[�
C�UMKP�CVNCU�YQWNF�PQV�EQUV�CU�OCP[�NKXGU�
CU�VJG�'CTVJ�CVNCU�FKF��CNVJQWIJ�KVU�GNCD-
QTCVKQP�YQWNF�PQV�DG� NGUU�CP�CFXGPVWTG��
1P� VJG�QVJGT�JCPF�� KVU� RTQLGEVKQP�YQWNF�
DG�OWEJ�OQTG�FKHƓEWNV�CPF�EQUVNKGT�VJCP�
YCU� VJG�/GTECVQT� RTQLGEVKQP�� 6Q� WPFGT-
UVCPF�VJKU��VJG�HQNNQYKPI�OWUV�DG�EQPUKF-
GTGF�

6TCFKVKQPCN� OCRU� CTG� ƔCV� RTQLGEVKQPU�
QH� VJTGG�FKOGPUKQPCN� QDLGEVU�� #� JKUVQTK-
ECN�CVNCU�KU�C�IQQF�GZCORNG�HQT�VJKU�RTQD-
NGO�� +V� KU� CP� KPUVTWOGPV� HQT� QTKGPVCVKQP�
YKVJKP� C� URCEG�VKOG�� +V� RTQLGEVU� URCEG�
QP�KPFKXKFWCN�RNCPG�OCRU�CPF�VKOG�CU�C�
UGSWGPEG� QH� OCRU�� 6JKU� YKNN� PQV� FQ� HQT�
C�UMKP�CVNCU��+H�KV�YGTG�UVTWEVWTGF�VJWU��KV�
YQWNF�PQV�HWPEVKQP�DGECWUG�KV�YQWNF�HCKN�
VQ�UVQTG�VJG�KPHQTOCVKQP�EQOKPI�KP�HTQO�
UWRGTƓEKCN�UMKP�QDUGTXCVKQP��6JG�UMKP�KU�
C�UWTHCEG�VJCV�JCU�C�URCEG�VKOG�F[PCOKE��
1PN[�CP�CVNCU�QH�UKOKNCT�UVTWEVWTG�YQWNF�

DG�CDNG�VQ�UVQTG�VJG�KPHQTOCVKQP�EQOKPI�
KP�HTQO�KV��1VJGTYKUG�VJG�KPHQTOCVKQP�KP�
VJG�CVNCU�YQWNF�DGEQOG�ETQYFGF�CPF� KV�
YQWNF� DG� WUGNGUU��0QY�YG�RQUUGUU�OG-
FKC� QH� UWEJ� C� UVTWEVWTG��8KFGQVCRGU� CPF�
JQNQITCO�UGTKGU�CTG�GZCORNGU��6JG�UMKP�
CVNCU�JGTG�RTQRQUGF�OWUV� VCMG� TGEQWTUG�
VQ�UWEJ�OGFKC�KH�KV�KU�VQ�HWPEVKQP��#PF�VJKU�
KU� XGT[� EQUVN[�� 0QV� OCKPN[� DGECWUG� VJG�
OCVGTKCNU�CTG�GZRGPUKXG��VJGKT�OCPKRWNC-
VKQP�KU�GZRGPUKXG�CPF�VJGKT�WVKNK\CVKQP�KU�
GZRGPUKXG��$WV�DGECWUG� VJGUG�OGFKC� TG-
SWKTG�VJG�EQNNCDQTCVKQP�QH�XGT[�GZRGPUKXG�
YQTMGTU� NKMG� UEKGPVKUVU�� RJKNQUQRJGTU��
CTVKUVU�CPF�OGFKC�OCPKRWNCVQTU��#PF�DG-
ECWUG� UWEJ� C� EQNNCDQTCVKQP� TGSWKTGU� VJG�
GNCDQTCVKQP�QH�FKHƓEWNV�CPF�EQUVN[�OGVJ-
QFU��9JCV�VJG�SWGUVKQP�OGCPU�KU�YJGVJGT�
UWEJ�EQUVU�CTG�YQTVJYJKNG�

*G� YJQ� CEEGRVU� *WUUGTNũU� VJGUKU� QH�
VJG�PGEGUUKV[�VQ�TGHQTOWNCVG�VJG�DCUKU�QH�
UEKGPEG�YKNN� CPUYGT� VJG�SWGUVKQP� KP� VJG�
CHƓTOCVKXG�� 6JG� ETKUKU� QH� UEKGPEG�OCPK-
HGUVU�KVUGNH�CU��COQPI�QVJGT�VJKPIU��C�ETK-
UKU� QH� OCRU� CPF� QVJGT� OQFGNU�� #NOQUV�
CNN� QH� VJGO� JCXG� DGGP� RTQLGEVGF� HTQO�
C� VTCPUEGPFGPV�� QDLGEVKXG� XKGYRQKPV��
6JG[�FQ�PQV� UVQTG� KPHQTOCVKQP�CESWKTGF�
VJTQWIJ� RJGPQOGPQNQIKECN� QDUGTXCVKQP��
$WV�VJKU�KU�PQV�CNN��6JG[�FQ�PQV�GXGP�UVQTG�
QDLGEVKXGN[� CESWKTGF� KPHQTOCVKQP� CP[�
NQPIGT��6JGKT�UVTWEVWTCN�RQXGTV[�RTGXGPVU�
VJGO� HTQO� CDUQTDKPI� VJG� GPQTOQWU�
COQWPV� QH� FCKN[� KPEQOKPI� KPHQTOCVKQP��
6JG�KPHQTOCVKQP�KPƔCVKQP�HTQO�YJKEJ�YG�
UWHHGT�KU�VJG�QVJGT�UKFG�QH�VJG�OCR�ETKUKU��
9G�PGGF�PGY�V[RGU�QH�OCRU� KH�YG�YCPV�
VQ� DG� CDNG� VQ� FKIGUV� VJG� KPHQTOCVKQP� KP-
ƔCVKQP��#U�NQPI�CU�YG�FQ�PQV�JCXG�VJGO��
OQTG� KPHQTOCVKQP� OGCPU� OQTG� EQPHW-
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UKQP�� 6JG� KPECRCEKV[� QH� UEKGPEG� VQ� RTQ-
XKFG�WU�YKVJ�QTKGPVCVKQP� KP� VJG�YQTNF� KU�
CP�CURGEV�QH�VJG�ETKUKU�QH�UEKGPEG�

6JKU�DGEQOG�QDXKQWU�YJGP�VJG�UMKP�KU�
EQPUKFGTGF��9G�FKURQUG�QH�C�ITGCV�COQWPV�
QH� QDLGEVKXG� KPHQTOCVKQP� CDQWV� KV�� $WV� KV�
ECPPQV�DG�UVQTGF�KP�C�UMKP�CVNCU�DGECWUG�
KV� JCU� DGGP� CESWKTGF� VJTQWIJ� XCTKQWU�
OGVJQFU� QH� QDUGTXCVKQP� CPF� QPG� KPHQT-
OCVKQP� KU� VJWU� PQV� TGNCVCDNG� VQ� CPQVJGT��
#PF�YG� CNUQ� FKURQUG� QH�OWEJ� KPHQTOC-
VKQP�CESWKTGF�VJTQWIJ�RJGPQOGPQNQIKECN�
QDUGTXCVKQP��$WV� VJKU� KPHQTOCVKQP� KU�PQV�
QPN[�PQV�UVQTCDNG�KP�RTGUGPV�UMKP�OCRU��KV�
KU� EQXGTGF�WR�D[� UWEJ�OCRU�CPF�FKUCR-
RGCT�HTQO�QWT�XKUKQP��#U�C�EQPUGSWGPEG��
YG� CTG� CNKGPCVGF� HTQO� QWT� UMKP� 
YG� CTG�
PQV�KP�QWT�QYP�UMKP�DWV�KP�CP�CNKGP�QPG��
YJKEJ�OGCPU�VJCV�YG�CTG�CNKGPCVGF�HTQO�
QWTUGNXGU� CPF� QWT�YQTNF�� #PF� VJG�OQTG�
YG�NGCTP�CDQWV�VJG�UMKP��VJG�OQTG�YG�CTG�
CNKGPCVGF�� 6JG� SWGUVKQP� KU�YJGVJGT� KV� KU�
YQTVJYJKNG�VQ�CVVGORV�CP�KPUVTWOGPV�HQT�
FKU�CNKGPCVKQP�

6JG�TGƔGEVKQPU�JGTG�QHHGTGF�FQ�PQV�RTQ-
XKFG�CP[�IWCTCPVGG�VJCV�UWEJ�CP�CVVGORV�
YQWNF�DG� UWEEGUUHWN��6JG�GNCDQTCVKQP�QH�
UWEJ�C�UMKP�CVNCU�KU�C�VGEJPKECN�RTQDNGO��
#U� UWEJ� KV� NKGU� QWVUKFG� VJG� EQORGVGPEG�
QH� VJKU�YTKVGT�� 6JGTGHQTG�� VJG� RWTRQUG� KU�
VJKU��
C��KV�YCPVU�VQ�FTCY�CVVGPVKQP�VQ�VJG�
PGGF� QH� PGY� V[RGU� QH�OCRU�� CPF� VQ� VJG�
GZKUVGPEG� QH� OGFKC� UWKVCDNG� HQT� UWEJ� C�
RWTRQUG��
D��+V�YCPVU�VQ�RTQRQUG�VJG�GNCD-
QTCVKQP�QH�C�URGEKƓE�OCR�QH�VJG�PGY�V[RG��
C�UMKP�CVNCU��
E��+V�YCPVU�VQ�CUM�UEKGPVKUVU��
CTVKUVU� CPF� RJKNQUQRJGTU� YJGVJGT� VJG[�
DGNKGXG�UWEJ�C�RTQRQUCN�KU�QH�KPVGTGUV�CPF�
OGFKC�OCPKRWNCVQTU�YJGVJGT�VJG[�VJKPM�
KV�KU�QH�KPVGTGUV�CPF�HGCUKDNG�

+P� VJG� NCUV�CPCN[UKU��JQYGXGT�� VJKU�RC-
RGT�YCPVU�VQ�RTQXQMG�C�FKUEWUUKQP�QH�VJG�
HQNNQYKPI�OCVVGT��6JG�VKOG�HQT�KPFKXKFWCN�
TGƔGEVKQP� KU�QXGT��'XGP� KH� KV�YCPVU� VQ�DG�
C�FKCNQIKECN� TGƔGEVKQP��6JG� VKOG� HQT� VTC-
FKVKQPCN� RJKNQUQRJ[� KU� QXGT�� (TQO� PQY�
QP� GCEJ� UKPING� UVGR� QH� TGƔGEVKQP� OWUV�
DG�OCFG�KP�EQNNCDQTCVKQPU�QH�XCTKQWU�FKU-
EKRNKPGU�� (QT� KPUVCPEG�� 6JG� VKOG� HQT� VTC-
FKVKQPCN� RJKNQUQRJKECN� CPVJTQRQNQI[� KU�
QXGT��6JG�KPVGTRNC[�QH�XCTKQWU�FKUEKRNKPGU�
YKNN� ŬQXGTEQOGŭ� KV��6JKU�RCRGT�YCPVGF�VQ�
UJQY�JQY� VJKU�OKIJV�JCRRGP�ť�D[�RTQ-
RQUKPI�VJG�GNCDQTCVKQP�QH�C�UMKP�OCR��+V�KU��
JQYGXGT�� EJCTCEVGTKUVKE� QH� QWT� UKVWCVKQP�
VJCV�VJG�RCRGT�KVUGNH�KU�UVKNN�CP�KPFKXKFWCN�
VTCFKVKQPCN�TGƔGEVKQP��6JG�HCEV�VJCV�UWEJ�
C�V[RG�QH�TGƔGEVKQP�KU�QXGT�OC[�DG�TGITGV-
VGF�QT�JCKNGF��0Q�OCVVGT��9JCV�OCVVGTU�KU�
VJCV�YG�OWUV�HCEG�VJG�HCEV�ť�CPF�VQ�HCEG�
KV�VQIGVJGT�YKVJ�QVJGTU�KU�VJG�VTWG�OQVKXG�
CPF�RWTRQUG�QH�VJG�RTGUGPV�RCRGT�
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