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6JG�RUGWFQ�OCVJGOCVKECN�HQTOWNC�QHHG-
TGF�D[�,GHH�$G\QU�VCMGP�HTQO�VJG�QRGPKPI�
EJCRVGTũU�GRKITCRJ�QH�6JG�.KHG��.GUUQPU���
4WNGU�HQT�5WEEGUU��6JG�,QWTPG[��6JG�6GC-
EJCDNG�/QOGPVU��� ���4WNGU� HQT�5WEEGUU�
%WNVKXCVGF�HTQO�VJG�.KHG���9KUFQO�QH�,GHH�
$G\QU�� 
U��RTGXKQWU�RCIG�� KU�QPG�QH�VJQUG�
RKVJ[�UGNH�JGNR�OCPWCN�UVCVGOGPVU�UKVWC-
VGF� UQOGYJGTG� DGVYGGP� VJG� EQTRQTCVG�
VGCEJKPIU� CPF� KPURKTCVKQPCN� LCTIQP� VJCV�
FGƓPGU� 5KNKEQP� 8CNNG[ũU� UGNH�UV[NGF� EQP-
VGORQTCT[� FKUEQWTUG�� Ŭ/QUV� QH� QWT� HTGG-
FQOU� CTG� GPGTI[� KPVGPUKXGŭ�2� CU� &KRGUJ�
%JCMTCDCTV[�YTQVG��CPF�OQUV�NKDGTVCTKCP�
FKIKVCN�FKUEQWTUG�KU�RCTVKEWNCTN[�UQ��

$WV� UWEJ� FKUEQWTUG� FQGU� PQV� EQOG�
OGTGN[� KP� VJG� IWKUG� QH� UGNH�JGNR� DQQMU��
,QCPC�/QNNũU�6JG�*KFFGP�.KHG�QH�CP�#O-
C\QP�7UGT�VCMGU�CU�KVU�UVCTVKPI�RQKPV�C�HCT�

1 �-RƽYIRXMEP�-RHMZMHYEPW� The Life, Lessons & Rules for Success: 
8LI�.SYVRI]��8LI�8IEGLEFPI�1SQIRXW�
����6YPIW�JSV�7YGGIWW�'YPXM-
vated from the Life & Wisdom of Jeff Bezos��-RƽYIRXMEP�-RHMZMHYEPW��
2018).

2  Dipesh Chakrabarty, The Climate of History: Four Theses. 
Critical Inquiry 35/2 (2009), pp. 197–222, here 208.

OQTG�UKIPKƓECPV�SWQVG�HTQO�VJG�PQP�FKU-
EWTUKXG� NCPIWCIG� QH� EQFG� VJCV� NWTMU� DG-
JKPF� VJG� $G\QU� QPG�NKPGTU�� VGEJ�DTQ� GP-
VJWUKCUO�� KPVGTHCEG� GHHGEVU�� CPF� UETGGP�
XKGYU�QH�EQPVGORQTCT[� NQIKUVKEU��*GPEG��
C�OQTG�ƓVVKPI�GRKITCRJ�EQWNF�KPUVGCF�DG�
VJG� QRGPKPI� EQFG� ICODKV� VJCV� NWTMU� DG-
JKPF�VJG�#OC\QP�YGD�KPVGTHCEG��
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Joana Moll, The Hidden Life of an Amazon User (Installation, 2019), projection still.
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6JG� *KFFGP� .KHG� QH� CP� #OC\QP� 7UGT 
OCRU� VJG� RWTEJCUG� QH� QPG� EQR[� QH� The 
.KHG�� .GUUQPU� �� 4WNGU� HQT� 5WEEGUU� DQQM�
QP�VJG�#OC\QP�YGDUKVG��CPF�KV�FQGU�UQ�KP�
C� IGUVWTG� QH� CNIQTKVJOKE� UGNH�TGƔGEVKQP��
NC[KPI�QWV�VJG�JWPFTGFU�QH�RCIGU�QH�UETKRV�
CPF� FQEWOGPV� TGSWGUVU� TGSWKTGF� KP� VJG�
EQFG�VQ�TWP�YJCV�CRRGCTU�VQ�GPF�WUGTU�CU�
C�UGGOKPIN[�UKORNG�RWTEJCUG�ENKEM��6JG�
����� RCIGU� QH� EQFG� VTCPUNCVGU� VQ� ������
/$� QH� KPHQTOCVKQP� YJKEJ� DGEQOGU� VJG�
PWODKPIN[� NQPI� KPVGTHCEG� GZRGTKGPEG�
QH�/QNNũU�RKGEG�� VJG�GPGTI[�EQPUWOGF� VQ�
NQCF� VJG� EQFG� CPF� VJG� 
JWOCP�� GPGTI[�
PGGFGF� VQ� UETQNN� VJTQWIJ� KV� KU�OGCUWTGF�
CU� C� VTCPUCEVKQP� VJCV� URGCMU� FKTGEVN[� VQ�
VJG� NCTIGT� UECNG� GEQPQO[�EWO�GEQNQI[ 
QH�EQPVGORQTCT[�FKIKVCN�EWNVWTG��

/QNNũU� ETKVKECN� KPVGTHCEG� RTQLGEV� ECP�
CNUQ� DG� EQPUKFGTGF� CP� GZRGTKOGPVCN� UGV�
WR�QH� VJG�5VCPFCTF�#OC\QP�7UGT� 
5#7���
C�UGOK�CWVQOCVGF�CNIQTKVJOKE�RCVVGTP�QH�
KPVGTHCEG�CEVKQPU�VJCV�CTG�OGCUWTGF�CPF�
IWKFGF�D[�C�OCUU�QH�EQFG�CPF�U[PEJTQ-
PKUGF� KP� TGNCVKQP� VQ� VJG� RNCPGVCT[� UECNG�
NQIKUVKECN�QRGTCVKQP�VJCV�KU�VJG�DCEMDQPG�
QH�#OC\QPũU�KPHTCUVTWEVWTCN�CPF�FCVC�KP-
VGPUKXG� QRGTCVKQPU� ť� VJG� YCTGJQWUG�
FTKXGP� CTEJKVGEVWTG� QH� FKIKVCN� GEQPQO[��
/QNNũU� RKGEG� KU� C� NCDQTCVQT[� UKVWCVKQP� QH�
VJG� NQIKUVKECN� 5#7� YJQUG� GPGTI[� EQP-
UWORVKQP�VTCPUNCVGU�CU�RWVVKPI�VJG�EQFG�
to�YQTM��+P�VJKU�QTEJGUVTCVGF�UGV�QH�NCDQWT�
CPF� GPGTI[�� GPXKTQPOGPVCN� EQUVU� CPF�
WUGT�ENKEMU�CTG�JCTPGUUGF�D[�EQFG�KP�CP�
GZVGPUKQP� QH� VJG� CNIQTKVJOKE� NQIKE� VJCV�
KU� CNTGCF[� CV� VJG� EQTG� QH� JQY� #OC\QP�
YQTMU� CV� KVU� DCEM� GPF�� KP� QTFGT� VQ� HWNN[�
CWVQOCVG�VJG�NQIKUVKEU�QH�VJG�YCTGJQWUG��
VJG� RTKOCT[� VGUV� ECUG� QH� VJG� 5VCPFCTF�

#OC\QP�9QTMGT�
5#9��KU�C�UVGR�VQYCTFU�
OGCUWTKPI� JQY� VQ� CWVQOCVG� VJG� 5#9�
KPVQ�VGEJPQNQIKECN�TQDQVKEU�3� +P�VJKU�UJKHV�
HTQO�JWOCP�UGTXCPVT[�VQ�VJG�CWVQOCVGF�
NQIKUVKECN� NCPFUECRG� QH� OCEJKPG� UGTX-
antry,4�YG�UGG�YJCV�YCU�� KP�UQOG�YC[U��
CNTGCF[� VJG� HQEWU�QH� +XCP� +NNKEJũU�ETKVKECN�
PQVGU�QH�VJG�����U�KP�'PGTI[�CPF�'SWKV[��
ENCUU�TGNCVKQPU�CTG�UQNKFKƓGF�KP�GPGTI[�TG-
NCVKQPU�CPF�KPHTCUVTWEVWTGU�5�9G�CTG�CNUQ�
RTGUGPVGF�YKVJ�NGUUQPU�KP�ECRKVCNKUO��GP-
GTI[�EQUVU�CTG�GZVGTPCNKUGF�DQVJ�QPVQ�VJG�
WUGT�CPF�VJG�GPXKTQPOGPV��9G�ECP�ECNN�KV�
KPVGITCN�YCUVG,6� CPF�YG�ECP� UGG� KV� EKVGF�
KP�,GUUKEC�9QQFũU�CTVKENG�QP�VJG�NQIKUVKEU�
CPF�NCDQWT�QH�#OC\QPũU�U[UVGO��Ŭ='?OGT-
IGPE[� UGTXKEGU� TGURQPFGF� VQ� ���� ECNNU�
HTQO����#OC\QP�YCTGJQWUGU�KP����UVCVGU�
DGVYGGP�VJG�[GCTU������CPF�������CNN� TG-
NCVKPI�VQ�UWKEKFCN�GORNQ[GGU�ŭ7 

1P� VJG� QPG� JCPF�� /QNNũU� RTQLGEV� KU� C�
performance piece of repetition and pa-
VKGPEG� OGCUWTGF� D[� VJG� ���OKPWVG� RG-
TKQF� KV� VCMGU� VQ� UETQNN� FQYP� VJG� EQFG� QH�
VJQWUCPFU� QH� RCIGU�� OCVEJGF� RGTJCRU�
QPN[�D[�VJG�QDHWUECVKPI�NGICN�EQPFKVKQPU�
QH� EQPVGORQTCT[� 6GTOU� CPF�%QPFKVKQPU�
EWNVWTG�� &KIKVCN� ECRKVCNKUO� KU� GODGFFGF�
KP� KPHTCUVTWEVWTGU� QH� UGTXKEG� CU� YGNN� CU�
VJG�SWKGVN[�GZGEWVGF�EQFG��1P� VJG�QVJGT�

3  Jessica Wood, A Glimpse into a Dark Future. Amazon’s 
0SKMWXMGW�SJ�)\XVEGXMSR�ERH�XLI�-PPYWMSR�SJ�)ƾGMIRG]��Strelka 
Magazine (July 30, 2019); https://strelkamag.com/en/article/jessi-
ca-wood-amazon-logics-of-extraction, access: December 2, 2020.

4  Markus Krajewski, 8LI�7IVZIV��%�1IHME�,MWXSV]�JVSQ�XLI�4VIW-
ent to the Baroque, trans. Ilinca Iurascu (New Haven 2018).

5  Ivan Illich, Energy and Equity (New York 1974).

6  Sean Cubitt, Finite Media. Environmental Implications of Digital 
Technologies (Durham 2016).

7  Wood, A Glimpse into a Dark Future.
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JCPF�� VJKU�CNUQ� KORNKGU� VJCV� VJG�RKGEG� KU�
PQV� QPN[� RGTHQTOCPEG� CTV� DWV� KV� KU� CNUQ�
CTV� QH� NQIKUVKEU�� CP[� WUGT� CEVKQP� KU� U[P-
EJTQPKUGF�CPF�OCVEJGF�YKVJ�NCTIG�UECNG�
NQIKUVKEU� QRGTCVKQPU�� YJGVJGT� VJCV� QH�
RJ[UKECN�VTCPURQTV��UVQTCIG��QT�FCVC�VTCPU-
OKUUKQP� VJCV� GPUWTG� CP� GEQNQI[�QH� TGNC-
VKQPU�QH�OGCUWTG�CPF�VTCEMKPI��ECRVWTKPI�
XCNWG� CPF� GPGTI[�� +H� ŬNQIKUVKEU�OCRU� VJG�
HQTO� QH� EQPVGORQTCT[� KORGTKCNKUO�ŭ8� CU�
&GDQTCJ� %QYGP� CTIWGU�� VJGP� KV� HQNNQYU�
VJCV�ETKVKECN�KPVGTHCEG�CTV�OC[�CNUQ�RCTVKE-
KRCVG�KP�VJKU�GZVGPFGF�OCRRKPI�QH�YJGTG�
VJG�WUGT�UKVU�KP�TGNCVKQP�VQ�VJG�KPHTCUVTWE-
VWTGU� QH� VJG� FKIKVCN� CRRTQRTKCVKQP� QH� QWT�
GPGTIKGU�� CPF�JQY� VJG�FKUVTKDWVGF�OCUU�
QH� WUGTU� KU� U[PEJTQPKUGF� KP� TGNCVKQP� VQ�
EGPVTCNKUGF�UVTWEVWTGU�QH�FCVC�CPF�RQYGT��

#P[�KPVGTHCEG�KU�VJWU�C�NQIKUVKECN�QRGT-

8  Deborah Cowen, The Deadly Life of Logistics. Mapping Violence 
in Global Trade (Minneapolis 2014), p. 8.

CVKQP��CPF�CP[�KPVGTHCEG�KU�CNTGCF[�RCTV�QH�
OGVCKPVGTHCEGU9�VJCV�FQ�PQV�OGTGN[�ECVGT�
VQ�VJG�JWOCP�WUGT��+PUVGCF��VJG[�QRGTCVG�
QP�ť�CPF�GZRTGUU�ť�VJG�U[ODQNKE�CPF�OC-
VGTKCN�TGCNKVKGU�VJCV�CTG�RCTV�QH�C�EQORNGZ�
GEQNQI[�QH�TGNCVKQPU��/QNNũU�GCTNKGT�RTQLGEV�
%1�).'�KU�CP�GZCORNG�QH�VJG�YQTM�QH�CP�
KPVGTHCEG� VJCV� TGIKUVGTU� KVU� QYP� GZKUV-
GPEG�CU�RCTV�QH�C�NCTIGT�GEQNQI[�QH�GPGT-
I[�� %1�).'�OGCUWTGU� TGCN� VKOG�)QQING�
EQO�UGCTEJ�%1��GOKUUKQPU�YJKNG�TGRQTV-
KPI� VJGO� KP� RNCKP� VGTOU� QP� VJG� UETGGP��
6JG� *KFFGP� .KHG� QH� CP� #OC\QP� 7UGT� KU�
KP� OCP[� YC[U� C� EQPVKPWCVKQP� QH� VJGUG�
UCOG�VJGOGU�CPF�OQTG��C�EQPVGORQTCT[�
UQHVYCTG�CTV� TGURQPUG�VQ� VJG�GOGTIGPEG�
QH�VJG�ƓGNF�QH�GPGTI[�JWOCPKVKGU�� +P�CF-
FKVKQP�VQ�DGKPI�EWNVWTCN�CPF�JKUVQTKECN�KP-

9  Christian Ulrik Andersen and Søren Bro Pold, The Metaint-
IVJEGI��8LI�%VX�SJ�4PEXJSVQW��'MXMIW��ERH�'PSYHW�(Cambridge, MA 
2018).
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Joana Moll, GO2GLE (website, http://www.janavirgin.com/CO2/, 2014), screenshot.
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XGUVKICVKQPU�� VJG� CTV�OGVJQFU� WUGF� CNUQ�
OCMG� VJG� EQPPGEVKQPU� DGVYGGP� XCNWG��
NCDQWT��GPGTI[��CPF�FKIKVCN�KPVGTHCEGU�VJCV�
UVCPF�CV�VJG�EQTG�QH�/QNNũU�YQTM�CPF�CTG�
EQPUVCPVN[�RGTHQTOGF�ťǭD[�[QW�ť�KP�HTQPV�
QH�[QWT� UETGGP�� ECRVWTGF� KP�EQFG�CPF� KP�
VJG� GPGTI[� EQUVU� QH� KOCIKPGF� HTGGFQOU�
CPF�FKIKVCN�FKUEQWTUG��#V� C� HWPFCOGPVCN�
NGXGN��6JG�*KFFGP�.KHG�QH�CP�#OC\QP�7UGT 
VGNNU�WU��YG�YQTM�HQT�U[UVGOU�VJCV�FQ�PQV�
FQ�VJG�YQTM��

Acknowledgements:
6JG�YQTM�6JG�*KFFGP�.KHG�QH�CP�#OC\QP�
7UGT�YCU�TGCNK\GF�YKVJKP�VJG�HTCOGYQTM�
QH� VJG� 'WTQRGCP� /GFKC� #TV� 2NCVHQTOU�
'/#4'� RTQITCO� CV� +/2#-6� YKVJ� VJG�
UWRRQTV� QH� VJG� %TGCVKXG� 'WTQRG� %WNVWTG�
2TQITCOOG�QH�VJG�'WTQRGCP�7PKQP�
6JG�TGUGCTEJ�HQT�VJKU�VGZV�JCU�DGGP�UWR-
RQTVGF� D[� VJG� 1RGTCVKQPCN� +OCIGU� CPF�
8KUWCN� %WNVWTG� RTQLGEV� 
����ť������� HWP-
FGF� D[� VJG� %\GEJ� 5EKGPEG� (QWPFCVKQP��
��������:���

Copyeditor:�'NKUG�*WPEJWEM
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