
 

Content

Welcome and Goodwill Messages

ICOMOS Bulgaria, Gabriela Semova-Koleva, President   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
ICOMOS Germany, Jörg Haspel, President   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10
Kazanlak Municipality, Galina Stoyanova, Mayor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   11
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Bulgaria, Christoph Eichhorn, Ambassador   . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12
EU Urban Agenda / Partnership Culture and Cultural Heritage, Kathrin Bohle, State Secretary of the  
German Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   13
Getty Foundation, Antoine Wilmering, Senior Program Officer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   15
Europa Nostra, Sneška Quaedvlieg-Mihailović, Secretary General   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16
ICOMOS International Scientific Committees, Claus-Peter Echter, President of CIVVIH   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17
ICOMOS Bulgaria, Todor Krestev, Honorary President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   18 

Introduction

Lyubomira Momcheva and Dora Ivanova
Timeline of the Ongoing Journey to Preserve and Revitalize the Buzludzha Monument.  
An updated summary report by the Buzludzha Project Foundation   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23

Anna Nevrokopska and Dobrin Tsvetkov  
Conservation Management Plan: Significance Assessment and Conservation Strategies  
for the Buzludzha Monument   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  33 

I Modern Mosaics and Architectural Surfaces –  
Conserving and Restoring Controversial Post-war Heritage

Thomas Danzl  
Buzludzha Monument / Bulgaria – “It’s Big Stuff”. Ways to Conserve a Ruined Dissonant Monument   . . . . .  41

Mariela Malamatenova  
The Synthesis of Mosaics, Decorative Arts and Architecture in the Buzludzha Monument –  
Aspects of Significance   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  51

York Rieffel 
Curating Socialist Cold-War Art in East Berlin   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  56

Yulia Loginova  
The Conservation of the Cultural Heritage Sites of the VDNH: Mosaics, Paintings, Sculptures   . . . . . . . . .  61

II Interventions and Interpretations – Heritage Acceptance and Heritage Appropriation 
through Contextualisation and Commenting

Uwe R. Brückner  
The New Buzludzha / Buzludzha Nova  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   69



6 Content

Aneta Vasileva  
Contextualising Buzludzha: Dissonance, Rejection and Cultural Appropriation  
of Bulgarian Postwar Heritage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   74

Margarita Dorovska  
Nonument – A Research-Based, Curatorial and Performative Approach to Controversial Memorabilia  
of the Recent Past   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  81

III Dissonant Monuments of Art and Architecture in Citizen Dialogue and Tourist Marketing

Fergus T. Maclaren, Jonathan Karkut, Sanjin Mihelic  
Buzludzha Monument Sustainable Cultural Tourism Plan: Acknowledging the Past –  
Embracing the Future   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85

Elena Dimitrova  
Dissonant Post-World War II Heritage in the Urban Context of Bulgaria: Space, Time and Building  
a Culture of Public Debate   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  92 

Manana Tevzadze 
The Tbilisi Chess Palace and Alpine Club: An Example of Preserving Late Soviet Modernist Architecture  .  .  .   99 

John Patrick Leech and Laure Marique 
Connecting Urban Post-War Heritage of Totalitarian Regimes in Europe:  
the ATRIUM Cultural Route  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  105

IV Listing and Budgeting Dissonant Heritage. Legal and Funding Tools

Mario Aymerich 
A Business Plan for the Buzludzha Monument   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 

Emilia Kaleva 
The Undisputed in Disputed Heritage – Tracking, Assessing and Protecting Dissonant Heritage   . . . . . . . . 116

Gregor Hitzfeld 
Dissonant Heritage versus Consonant Heritage: All Equal before the Law?  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 122

Riin Alatalu 
Dissonant Heritage – Case Study: Estonia   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

V Epilogues and Recommendation

Sarah Maâfi 
The Burial and Resurrection of Kiev’s Wall of Memory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 134 

Aida Murtić 
Who Said “Unwanted”? Unpacking the Case of the Partisan Memorial Cemetery in Mostar   . . . . . . . . . . 137

Paul Zalewski 
The Art-in-Architecture of the German Democratic Republic and the Paradigm Shift.  
A Few Cases from the Federal State of Brandenburg (Germany)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 141

Recommendations of the Dissonant Heritage Conference,  
22–23 July 2021, Kazanlak, Bulgaria   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147

Conference Programme   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152
Curricula Vitae   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154


