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O r a n g e r i e s h a v e b e e n built in S w e d e n s ince t h e m i d d l e of 
t he 16"' Century. T h e c o m p l e t e his tory of o r a n g e r i e s in Swe
d e n h a s ye t t o b e wr i t t en . This art icle is main ly b a s e d o n the 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n of o r a n g e r i e s a n d o t h e r his toric g r e e n h o u s -
e s m a d e b y the a u t h o r in f ive r eg ions . T h e r e g i o n s a r e S tork
h o l m , S ö d e r m a n l a n d , Uppsa la , V a s t m a n l a n d a n d Ös te rgö t -
l a n d a n d they a r e main ly s i tua ted a r o u n d lake Mälaren . 
T h e r e a r e a l so a c o u p l e of e x a m p l e s f r o m Väs tergöt land , a 
r e g i o n in t h e s o u t h w e s t of S w e d e n , a n d f r o m S k a n e (Scania) 
in t h e s o u t h . 

T h e First o r a n g e r y or, a s it w a s cal led, a h o u s e wich m a n y 
Stoves w a s buil t in K u n g s t r ä d g ä r d e n ( t h e k ing ' s g a r d e n ) in 
S t o c k h o l m . T h i s h o u s e w a s s u p p o s e d l y e r e c t e d b y the 
F r e n c h g a r d e n e r J e a n Allard w h o h a d c o m e t o S t o c k h o l m 
in 1565 t o w o r k in King Erik XIV" s g a r d e n . In this h o u s e 
" p o m e r a n s , musca te l l " a n d o t h e r p lan t s w e r e kept . 1 T h e r e 
a r e n o o t h e r k n o w n r e c o r d s o f o r a n g e r i e s in S w e d e n f r o m 
this Century. 

A f e w o r a n g e r i e s f r o m the 17" ' Century a r e k n o w n . T h e y 
a r e ca l led b y d i f fe ren t n a m e s : "ö r t ahus" ( h e r b h o u s e ) , "or
a n g e h u s " ( o r a n g e h o u s e ) o r " p o m e r a n s h u s " (bi t ter o r a n g e 
h o u s e ) . T h e b e s t k n o w n w e r e buil t b y Olof Rudl>eck t h e 
e i d e r in t h e bo tan ica l g a r d e n in Uppsa l a . T h e • • p o r n e r a n v 

h u s " (b i t t e r o r a n g e h o u s e ) h e buil t w a s d i s m a n t a b l e . H e al
s o c o n s t r u c t e d o r a n g e r i e s f o r t h e m a n o r h o u s e s J a c o b s d a l 
( n o w Ulr iksdal) , Ka i lbe rg , M ö r b y a n d Venngarn . 2 All of 
t h e s e o r a n g e r i e s a r e l o n g g o n e . Cel lars w e r e a l so u s e d for 
o v e r w i n t e r i n g of p lan t s . O n e s u c h cel lar is still p r e s e r v e d at 
t h e m a n o r h o u s e of Sätuna ( F i g u r e 1). 

Most of t h e o r a n g e r i e s in S w e d e n w e r e buil t d u r i n g the 
18"1 Century. O r a n g e r i e s t h e n b e c a m e p o p u l ä r no t on ly wi th 
t h e k ing , his d o s e s t m e n or wi th bo tan i s t s a s h a d b e e n t h e 
ca se in t h e c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e . N o w o t h e r n o b l e m e n w a n t e d 
t o h a v e o r a n g e r i e s of the i r o w n . A f e w o r a n g e r i e s f r o m 
a r o u n d 1700 a n d t h e first half of t h e 18* Century a r e still 
p r e s e r v e d . At Runsa , S tu re fo r s (F igure 2), Ulriksdal (F igure 
3) a n d Lövs tab ruk (F igure 4 ) t h e r e a r e o r a n g e r i e s that b y 
a n d large d a t e b a c k t o this t ime. 

T h e we l l k n o w n bo tan i s t Carl v o n Linne i n t r o d u c e d m o r e 
a d v a n c e d o r a n g e r y cu l t iva t ing m e t h o d s . His o r a n g e r y w a s 
bui l t in U p p s a l a in 1742-43 ( F i g u r e 5). H e d i v i d e d his 
o r a n g e r y into t h r e e d i f f e r en t r o o m s . Each wi th a d i f f e r en t 
c l imate : f r ig ida r ium ( co ld r o o m ) , t e p i d a r i u m ( t e m p e r a t e 
r o o m ) a n d c a l d a r i u m ( w a r m r o o m ) . T h i s idea of d i f f e r en t 
c l ima te z o n e s w a s n o t c o m m o n l y in u s e in S w e d e n until t he 
f o l l o w i n g Century. 

E x a m p l e s of o r a n g e r i e s f r o m t h e last half of t h e 18"1 Cen
tury a r e still t o b e f o u n d at L a g m a n s ö (F igure 6), G i m o (Fig
u r e 7 ) , Stora S k u g g a n (F igure 8) a n d Säby. In t h e ear ly 19'h 

Century o r a n g e r i e s w e r e still b e i n g built in a b o u t t h e s a m e 

t y p e of a r ch i t ec tu re . T o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e of t h e Century they 
w e r e u s e d f o r b o t h o v e r w i n t e r i n g of p l a n t s a n d forc ing . 
S o m e e x a m p l e s of t h e e a r l y t y p e of o r a n g e r i e s can Ix; f o u n d 
at L ö b e r ö d (F igure 10) a n d Hane lx - rg ( F i g u r e 11). 

O r a n g e r i e s in S w e d e n w e r e n o t a l w a y s buil t in br ick . In 
forest a r e a s t i m b e r w a s u s e d for b u i l d i n g b o t h o r a n g e r i e s 
a n d o t h e r t y p e s of f o r c i n g - h o u s e s l ike v ine r ies a n d p e a c h -
h o u s e s . A f e w of t h e m a r e still p r e s e r v e d . T h e y ma in ly d a t e 
f r o m t h e late 18"1 a n d t h e ea r ly 19"' c e n t u r i e s a n d c a n Ix.' 
f o u n d at t he m a n o r h o u s e s o f N o r s b o r g (F igure 12), Eka 
(F igure 13), R e g n a h o l m ( F i g u r e 14) a n d Stola (F igure 15). 

T o w a r d s t he e n d of t h e 18"' Century an o r a n g e r y w a s built 
in t h e n e w Ixxan ica l g a r d e n s i t u a t e d in t h e g a r d e n of U p p 
sala Castle. This is t h e o n l y o r a n g e r y in S w e d e n still fully 
u s e d for its or ig inal p u r p o s e ( F i g u r e 16). 

By the e n d of t h e 18"' Century a f e w o r a n g e r i e s wi th \ swan 
n e c k s ' w e r e built . T h e bes t p r e s e r v e d e x a m p l e c a n b e 
f o u n d at B e r n s h a m m a r ( F i g u r e 17). Also t h e f o r c i n g h o u s e 
( d r i v h u s ) at Stora W ä s b y ( F i g u r e 18) h a s a s w a n - n e c k . This 
w a s p r o b a b l y e r e c t e d ear l ie r t h a n B e r n s h a m m a r . 

T o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e of t h e 19"' Century t h e c o m b i n a t i o n 
of o v e r w i n t e r i n g a n d f o r c i n g b e c a m e m o r e c o m m o n in t he 
a r ch i t ec tu r e of t h e o r a n g e r y / g l a s s - h o u s e s . T h e tall m i d d l e 
s ec t ion w a s u s e d a s o r a n g e r y o r Win t e rga rden a n d t h e 
g l a s s - h o u s e s at t h e s i d e s w e r e u s e d for f o r c i n g p lan t s o r 
g r o w i n g v i n e s a n d / o r p e a c h e s T h e first r w o e x a m p l e s f r o m 
F i n s p ä n g (F igure 19) a n d Ö r b y h u s (F igure 20) w e r e e rec t 
e d in t h e 1830s. T h e o t h e r e x a m p l e s c a n b e f o u n d at t h e 
royal p a l a c e of Tu l lga rn ( F i g u r e 21), at E r iksbe rg ( F i g u r e 22) 
a n d t h e royal Castle of G r i p s h o l m ( F i g u r e 23). As late a s at 
t he b e g i n n i n g o f t he 20"' Century a Ix 'aut i fu l o r a n g e r y of this 
k i n d w a s e r e c t e d at A d e l s n ä s ( F i g u r e 24). 

This is a shor t i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e his tory of o r a n g e r i e s in 
S w e d e n . H o p e f u l l y t h e r e will b e m o r e r e s e a r c h in t h e fu -
tu re t o m a k e the h i s tory of S w e d i s h o r a n g e r i e s m o r e c o m 
p l e t e b o t h in r e g a r d t o a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d cu l t iva t ion . 

FOOTNOTES 
1 Sten Karling, Trädgärdskonstens historia i Sverige intill le 

Nötrestilt-nsgenombrott, dissertation, Stockholm 1931, page81 . 
2 Per Dahl, Svensk ingenjörskonst under stormaktsiiden, disser

tation, Uppsala 1995, pages 63-78. 
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Fig. 1 The righl J>in1 of Ihis 171h Century cellar heis heen med for 
keeping plants during Ihe winter. Sdtuna, Upphmd. Photo. Ingela 
Andersson, 2000 
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/^ifl. 2 Orangery at Sturefors. Östergötland. huilt in the early I8lh 
Century. The architect was prolxibly Nicodemus Tessin theyounger. 
Photo. Ingela Andersson, 2001 

Fig. 3 Orangery at the royal pedace IJIriksdal. Stockholm, erected 
around 1700, architect: Nicodemus Tessin Ihe younger, today a 
museum for sculptures. Photo: Ingela Andersson. 2001 
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Fig. 4 Orangery at Lövstabruk, llppland. ßrst erected around 
I700 hui probahly changed hy the middle of Ihe ISth Century. Ihis 
orangery is Ihe liestpreserved in Sweden. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 
2000 

Fig. 5 Orangery in Carl von Linne s botanical garden, Uppsala, 
erecled in 1742-43- Architect: Carl Härleman. Photo: Ingela An
dersson. 2000 
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f(ß. 6 Orangery at Lagmansö. Södermanland, erected in 1777. 
Architect. Fredrik Wilhelm Hop/K'. Photo. Ingela Andersson. 2000 

Fig. 7 Orangery and forcing housc at Gimo. Uppland. erecled in 
Ihe 1770s. Photo. Ingela Andersson, 2000 
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Fig. 8 Orangery at Stora Skuggan, Stockholm, used for palmtrees, Fig. 10 Orangery eil Löberöd. Skäne (Scania), ereclcil in 1X11 
buill hetween 1796-99. Architect: Jean Louis Desprez or Fredrik Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2003 
Magnus Piper. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2001 
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Fig. 11 Orangery at Haneberg, Södermanland, built in 1814. 
Photo: Ingela Andersson. 20O0 

Fig. 12 Orangery at Norsborg, Stockholm, containing an apart-
ment for the garderner (the ttvo blind Windows to the rightt, erect-
ed in the 1790s. Photo. Ingela Andersson, 2001 
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Fig. 13 Orangery/greenhouse at Eka. üppland. partly a half-tim-
bered house and partly uxxxlen. probably built in the early l'Hh 
Century. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2000 

Fig. 14 TimlK'r orangerie/forcinghouse at Rengaholm, Ostergöt-
land. originally Witt a louvrgUiss roof. erected sonie Urne be/ore 
1828. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2000 
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Fig. 15 Orangerie at Stola, Västergötland. teith the lypically 
Swedish wooden house colours red and white, probably built in the 
I9th Century. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2001 

Fig. 16 Orangery in the botanical garden in Uppsala. built in the 
late I8th Century bul not officially opened until 1807, lOOyears af-
ter the birth o/Carl von Linne. Tbe onfy orangery in Steeden still ful-
ly in usefor its origiiu ilpur/x>se. containing among otherplanls some 
laurel trees from tbe Urne of Linne. Photo: Ingela Andersson. 2000 
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17 "Swan-neck" orangery at Bernshammar. Västmanland, Fig. 18 FOrcing house at Slora Wäsby, Stockholm, probubly butit 
bullt between 1796-98. Photo. Ingeln Andersson, 2004 in the leite 18th Century. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2001 
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/•/X'. /'•> Oremgery/greenhoitse dt Fins/xiug, Ostergötland. ßiiished 
in 1832 replacing an older orangery. Architect: Lars Jacob von 
Röök. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2000 

Fig. 20 Orangery at Örbyhus, Uppland, erecled between 1832-33, 
partly used as a Wintergarden. Architect: Carl Christoffer Gjörweü. 
Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2000 
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Fig. 21 Orangery at the royalpalace Tullgarn, Stockholm, erected 
between 1853-56. Architect: probabfy George T. Cbiewitz. Photo: 
Ingela Andersson. 2001 

Fig. 22 Orangery at Ericsberg, Södermanland, erected in 1856. 
Pboto: Ingela Andersson, 2000 
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Fig. 23 Jbt recently (1996) recomtrueted orangery/forcing boitse 
at the royal Castle Gripsholm. Södermanland, built 1892-98. Ar
chitect: Fredrik Lilljekvist. Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2001 

Fig. 24 Orangery at Adelsnäs, östergötland, erected in the 1860s 
as a forcinghouse, now med as an an gallery. The steel and glass 
cupola was ktpt when it was remodeled into an orangery in 1916. 
Arcbitects C F Ferngren (1860 s) and Isak Gustaf Classon( 1916). 
Photo: Ingela Andersson, 2000 


