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T H E O L D E S T O R A N G E T R E E S I N C O N T A I N E R S I N E U R O P E 

T H E O R I G I N O F O R A N G E T R E E S A T F R E Y R 

T h e oldest o r a n g e t rees at Freyr c o m e f r o m Luneville, the 
"Versailles" of t he D u k e of Lorraine. It h a s b e e n said that 
they w e r e b o u g h t f r o m Stanislas Leszczynski (King of 
Po land s ince 1704, lived in exile, 1734-1766 D u k e of Bar a n d 
Lorraine). But it s e e m s m o r e plausible that they w e r e b o u g h t 
f r o m Francis III, t he last D u k e of the V a u d e m o n t branch. 

I n d e e d , t he o ldes t eng rav ing by Remac le Le Loup, repre-
sen t ing the g a r d e n s at Freyr a n d da t ing f rom 1740, dep ic t s 
a f o u r - w i n g e d Rena i ssance castle, s u r r o u n d e d by t w o 
g a r d e n s of t he s a m e style, loca ted a long the Meuse . T h e 
g a r d e n s consis t of a cross w i t h fou r b e d s a n d a foun ta in in 
t he cen t re . O n e d i scovers fu r the r in this engrav ing that t he 
e n d of t h e n o r t h e r n g a r d e n h a d b e e n en la rged wi th t w o 
win te r houses , in f ron t of e a c h o n e th r ee r o w s of f ou r trees. 
T h e s e 24 t rees a p p e a r to b e fully g r o w n . 

Since Stanislas a r r ived in Lorraine no t b e f o r e 1737, a n d 
s ince Francis III so ld w h a t e v e r w a s m a r k e t a b l e in Luneville 
u p o n leav ing Lorra ine to marry Maria-Theresa , it is m o r e 
likely that t he t rees w e r e b o u g h t b y t he f u t u r e E m p e r o r 
Francis l. T h e g a r d e n s at Lunevil le w e r e laid o u t in t h e 
ear ly 18 ,h Century (1711-1718), bu t in t he engrav ing b y 
Le L o u p t h e t r ee s a p p e a r t o be o l d e r than 30 years . 
H e n c e , t he o ldes t t r e e s in Freyr a r e b e t w e e n 300 a n d 
350 years o ld . 

A r o u n d 1760-65, t he Rena i ssance g a r d e n w a s t rans-
f o r m e d into a classic-style g a r d e n . A p o n d w a s a d d e d in 
f ront of e a c h w in t e r h o u s e a n d the t rees w e r e a r r a n g e d 
a r o u n d both p o n d s . More t r ee s w e r e p l an ted a f te rwards . In 
t he 19" a n d 20"' cen tur ies , e v e n y o u n g e r t rees w e r e a d d e d , 
inc luding l e m o n t r ee s a n d laureis. 

Typology ofthe original trees 

Currently, t he o ldes t t rees s h o w a n u n e x p e c t e d variety a n d 
can b e ca tegor i sed as: 

Meuse - s ide Hill-side 

Not G r a f t e d 
Squat 8 3 
Ba lanced 3 + 1 ( ' ) 3 
Tall T runk 0 1 + 1 (2) 

Gra f t ed 
At t he root 1 i 
Middle of t he t r u n k 0 1 + 1 ( ä ) 

Total 13 11 

Düring the invas ion in 1940, t he t rees w e r e still in t he win te r 
h o u s e . No o n e t ook c a r e of t h e m for s o m e w e e k s a n d o n e 
t ree d i ed of d ryness . Ano the r o n e ( ' ) r ecovered , but has 

g r o w n f rom the su r face whi le t he central part of t he t runk 
h a s g r o w n progress ively empty . H o w e v e r it is still alive. 

T ree (2) h a s recent ly lost its ba rk progress ively a n d the 
b r a n c h e s o n o n e s ide of the t runk. T h e o the r s ide r e m a i n e d 
heal thy unfil this spring, w h e n t w o thirds of t he r e m a i n i n g 
b r a n c h e s died. I h a v e b e e n w o n d e r i n g if it w a s t he result of 
ca re less sp ray ing of weed-ki l ler . Anyway, s ince then , I 
sp ray weed-k i l l e r personal ly . T h e h e a d g a r d e n e r of t h e 
A r b o r e t u m in Meise ra ther bel ieves that t he t ree 's d e c a y is 
d u e to o ld age. 

T ree (3) h a s a th inner t runk a n d is most likely younge r . 
Hence , 23 ou t of t he 24 original t rees remain. 

The trees as saviours of Freyr 

In 1794, t he F rench a rmies invaded the Low Countr ies a n d 
i m p o r t e d a r eg ime of terror. T h e mayor of the n e i g h b o u r -
ing French city of Givet (17 k m ) c a m e to loot a n d b u r n 
Castles a n d monas te r i e s . T h e monas te r ies of Waulsort 
(4 k m ) a n d Hast iere (7 k m ) as wel l as t he win te r r e s idence 
of t he D u k e of Beaufor t -Spont in at Beaura ing (20 k m ) w e r e 
d a m a g e d . Very near ly t he s u m m e r re s idence at Freyr w o u l d 
h a v e had the s a m e fate. 

I n d e e d , u p o n arriving in Freyr in Ju ly 1794, t he mayor feil 
in love wi th t he b lo s soming t rees a n d their p e r f u m e . H e 
w a n t e d to se ize t h e m a n d carry t h e m back t o Givet o n 
barges , but t h e r e w e r e n o n e at h a n d . Whi le the barges w e r e 
f e t ched , t he bui ld ings w e r e no t burnt . In t he mean t ime , 
Robesp ie r r e lost p o w e r in Paris. T h e popu la t ion of Givet 
t ook to a rms a n d w e n t to Freyr to arrest its "former" mayor . 
T h e t rees had s a v e d the p lace . 

Heating of the trees 

Until the depa r tu r e of o u r last ga rdener in 1975, e a c h win te r 
h o u s e w a s h e a t e d with a coke oven . However , t he 
engrav ing by Le Loup s h o w s n o ch imney on the win te r 
h o u s e s - a fact cor robora ted by the examinat ion of t he ch im-
neys ' bricks, indicating that they w e r e a d d e d later, possibly 
in t he 19"' Century. In winter , the t empera tu re w a s kep t 
a r o u n d 7° Celsius. After t he last ga rdene r left, the c o k e o v e n s 
w e r e rep laced by a n au toma ted heat ing system run by a g a s 
tank. D u e t o t he fol lowing oil s h o c k a n d the e n o r m o u s costs 
for gas this heat ing Solution b e c a m e t o o expens ive . 

After consul tat ion with the h e a d ga rdener of Versailles, 
w h e r e n o heat ing is used in t he winter house , it w a s dec id-
ed to pu t t w o electrical radiators in each winter h o u s e a n d to 
close the shutters in the case of s eve re cold. T h e first win te r 
thereafter , it w a s m i n u s 20° Celsius a n d the t empera tu re in 
t he houses feil t o 1° Celsius. Replacing Windows a n d d o o r s 
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- located only o n i he Southern facade ( the o the r facades be-
ing lilind) - with n e w hermetic o n e s to el iminate co ld drafts, 
a l lowed the u s e of radiators only w h e n it f reezes outside. 

ter ( w h i c h w a s easily detectable : t he leaves s tar ted shr ink-
ing) t o react a f te rwards , rather than to ove r -wa te r a n d dis-
cover m u c h later that t he leaves w e r e t u rn ing yel low. 

Watering of the trees 

In a diary o n h o w to maintain t he trees, my grea t -grand-
m o t h e r advises: " o n e bücke t p e r t ree a n d m o n t h in winter , 
o n e to t w o (if fairly w a r m ) bucke t s p e r t ree a n d day in Sum­
m e r a n d spr inkl ing t he leaves every day u p o n d ry heat". 

After t he depa r tu r e of o u r last gardener , my m o t h e r t ook 
ove r this task and fo l lowed the advice of her g r andmothe r , 
bu t u s e d a p ipe f eed ing wa te r s lowly instead of wate r ing 
with bucke ts . It w a s less tiring. T h e leaves of t he t rees 
t u rned progressively yel low a n d later feil off . We lost o n e 
midd le -aged t ree in t he third win te r after t he take-over . 
T h e n , w e consu l ted t he head g a r d e n e r of Versailles. He w a s 
surpr i sed s ince in Versailles wate r ing takes p l ace eve ry 
w e e k in s u m m e r a n d the cl imate is w a r m e r a n d d rye r t h a n 
in Belgium! He advised to r e m o v e the lateral Ixxirds of t he 
Containers for s o m e t ime, so that t he ear th , wh ich h a d be-
c o m e l ike wet concre te . could dry u p . 

After s o m e thinking, w e first r e c k o n e d that my great-
g r andmothe r . k n o w i n g the n o n c h a l a n c e of her ga rdene r s , 
h a d adv i sed an ove rdose , but that d id not fit with her char-
acter fo r preci.se cont ro l of everything. Here is a first exp la -
nation: Water t h r o w n in o n e shot f r o m a bücke t wi th s h o w ­
e r effect is m u c h lx;tter t h a n the s a m e a m o u n t of w a t e r 
sp rayed slowly via a p ipe , c h o k i n g the ear th . A s e c o n d ex-
planat ion is given later u n d e r t he p run ing pa rag raph . 

Anyway, w e l ea rned the lesson a n d r e d u c e d wa te r ing t o 
as m u c h as t he wa te r w o u l d pene t r a t e fast into t he ear th , 
ad jus t ing t he d o s e to e a c h tree. We p re fe r r ed to u n d e r w a -

Fruits 

We h a d plenty of b lossoms , u p to 300 p e r t ree. T h e y h a d to 
b e r e m o v e d manual ly , o n e by o n e , t o avo id w o u n d i n g the 
t ree. This had to b e d o n e s o that t he t rees d id not b e c o m e 
e x h a u s t e d by hav ing to feed the b lo s soms g r o w i n g in to 
fruits. My grea t -grandmother , w h o kep t p r u n i n g the blos­
s o m s d u r i n g s u m m e r t ime until s h e w a s in h e r ninet ies , 
u s e d t h e m for o r a n g e teas, m a r m a l a d e a n d swee t s . Having 
less t ime, w e p r u n e d b o t h t he leaves a n d the b lo s soms in 
S e p t e m b e r at t he s a m e t ime w h i ch h a d b e c o m e b u d s in t he 
m e a n t i m e . 

Things h a d to c h a n g e af ter t w o winters of t lood ing of t he 
win te r h o u s e s by the Meuse, in D e c e m b e r 2003 (1 m e t e r ) 
a n d early 2005 (1.8 meter ) . In t he fo l lowing years, t he n u m -
b e r of b l o s s o m s d e c r e a s e d drastically a n d w a s l imited to t he 
internal part of t he t rees . Additionally, t h o r n s b e g a n t o a p -
pea r o n t he o u t e r parts of t he trees. T h e Agricultural School 
of G e m b l o u x e x p l a i n e d this p h e n o m e n o n . T h e Containers 
had b e e n s t and ing in t he wa te r of t he Meuse , w h i c h w a s 
l o a d e d with fertilisers w a s h e d u p b y t h e heavy rains. This 
resul ted in t he leaves g r o w i n g to a s ize m u c h b igger than 
be fo r e . Consequen t ly , there w a s a drast ic r edue t ion in t he 
n u m b e r of b los soms . 

D u e t o t h e fact that fertilisers had no t b e e n in u s e yet, this 
p h e n o m e n o n w a s u n k n o w n at t he p rev ious heavy f lood ing 
of 1925. G e m b l o u x p r o p o s e d to a d d chemica l s to neut ra l i se 
t he p h o s p h a t e s . O the rwise it w o u l d t ake u p to 50 years 
(unti l t h e next f looding) to d i sappear . We d id no t act, bu t 
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not iced that u p o n pot t ing a t ree wi th n e w ear th , t he p h e -
n o m e n o n w a s dec reas ing . 

Prutting and/unfficide 

O u r last ga rdene r , a w o r k e r wi thout ga rden ing e x p e r i e n c e , 
p i u n e d the h e d g e s a lmost u p t o t he t runks a n d app l i ed the 
s a m e m e t h o d to t he o r a n g e t r ee s in Sep tember , all t he m o r e 
h e c a u s e at t h e e n d of s u m m e r t he l eaves w e r e l o a d e d with 
a da rk a n d st icky layer c a u s e d b y greenf ly . T h e t rees w in -
tered with all t h e leaves w h i c h had g r o w n d u r i n g the sum­
m e r r e m o v e d a n d p len ty of u n s c a r r e d CUtS. After h is retire-
ment , first m y f a the r a n d later I f o l l o w e d the s a m e p roce -
d u r e . In t he early 1990s, w e no t i ced that u p p e r b r a n c h e s 
w e r e d e c a y i n g at t he e n d of t he w in t e r a n d that t he t rees 
had diff icult ies t o revitalise. 

An assisrant f r o m the Agricultural Schoo] of G e m b l o u x di 
a g n o s e d f u n g u s pene t ra t ing t h r o u g h o p e n cuts a n d block-
ing the sap. T h e r e m e d y w a s to app ly an t i - fungic ides three 
t imes (Oc tober , J a n u a r y a n d April): o n t he roots a mixture 
of water , Tops in M a n d Prop lan t a n d o n the t runks a n d the 
leaves a m i x t u r e of water , Tops in M a n d Mirage 45 E. It 
h e l p e d s o m e h o w as did t he t r ea tmen t of t he largest cuts 
with vege tab le oil a n d the spray ing of Conf ido r 200 SL 
against g reenf ly . 

T h e h e a d g a r d e n e r of t he National Arbore tum in Meise 
in t roduced a n ef fec t ive a n d s imple r e m e d y : "In September , 
p r u n e on ly t he most o v e r s h o o t i n g n e w b r a n c h e s b e c a u s e 
t he t ree d o e s not start win te r ing af ter a surgical Operat ion. 
In May, w h e n the s a p c o m e s back , p r u n e what is necessary 
but not more . " Fu r the rmore , to avo id be ing t e m p t e d to 
p r u n e leaves b l a c k e n e d by greenf ly , t he H e a d G a r d e n e r 
advised to sp ray wa te r m i x e d with S u m m e r Oil o n t he 
leaves to g r e a s e t h e m in o r d e r to k e e p greenf ly f rom fixing 
itself o n t he leaves . This w a s a m o r e natural w a y t h a n a 
chemica l mix tu re like Conf idor . 

T h e results a r e ou t s t and ing . T h e t rees h a v e far m o r e 
leaves a n d h a v e rega ined their b o w l e r hat s h a p e . With 
m o r e leaves, t h e y n e e d m o r e w a t e r - precisely t he a m o u n t 
indica ted b y my g rea t -g randmothe r ! 

Features of Containers nsed at Freyr 

T h e Containers at Freyr a r e still basically m a d e of w o o d a n d 
h e n c e in cont ras t to t h e 19"' Century variety to b e s e e n in 
m a n y classical g a r d e n s , w h e r e t he s t ruc ture is of cast iron 
a n d the s p h e r e at t he t o p of e a c h p o l e has a n oval shape . 
T h e s ize of t h e Containers w a s s t andard i sed to o n e cub ic 
me te r by m y father , Architect F. Bonaer t . Before , s o m e Con­
ta iners h a d b e e n slightly b igge r o r slightly smaller. 

Each o n e - m e t e r - h i g h p o l e (wi th a sec t ion of 0.11 m by 
0.11 m ) is c o n n e c t e d t o e a c h of its t w o n e i g h b o u r i n g po les 
by t w o p l anks of 0 .78 m in length. T h e l o w e r p lank, 0 .15 m 
a b o v e the g r o u n d , h a s a sec t ion of 0 .18 m vertically a n d 
0 .05 m hor izonta l ly . T h e h ighe r p lank, 0 85 m a h o v e the 
g r o u n d , has a sec t ion of 0.12 m vertically b y 0.04 m hori­
zontal ly. B e t w e e n the se t w o p l anks is a m o v a b l e b o a r d , a p ­
plied against t he ear th a n d he ld by o n e bar, o n e e n d of 
wh ich is f ixed to o n e pole , t h e o t h e r e n d falling into a h o o k 
l ixed to t he ne igh lxn i r ing po l e . 

A Ixiard is p i e r c e d with t w o hor izonta l rods ( o n e at \A of 
t he total height , t h e o the r at 50 to r e in fo rce t he b o a r d a n d 

to avoid its w a r p i n g c a u s e d by the humidi ty g rad ien t b e ­
t w e e n the inner part fac ing we t ear th and the o u t e r pari 
wh ich is dr ied by air. 

A p i ece of an iron in L-shape is fixed to the bo t tom of e a c h 
po le (0.23 m a b o v e the g r o u n d ) and to its t w o lower planks , 
whi le t he foot of e a c h p o l e is encircled by an iron Square. 

Along t w o o p p o s i t e l o w e r planks , t he iron in L-shape is 
f ixed to e a c h p lank . T h e s e t w o L's s u p p o r t hor izonta l 
p l anks const i tu t ing the bo t tom of t he Container. 

O n the o the r t w o lower planks , t w o iron p i eces in 
T - s h a p e connec t o n e p lank with t he other . Each T is 
a t t ached to the midd le of t he p lank at 'Ä of its length. They 
suppor t the b o t t o m of t he Container. 

Until 1975, o a k w a s used . It w a s later r ep laced by teak , 
w h i c h w a s less e x p e n s i v e a n d t h o u g h t m o r e resistant . 
Since t he pr ice f o r i m p o r t e d w o o d increased, w e h a v e 
u s e d o a k aga in . 

T h e d i f fe rence b e t w e e n o a k and teak is not so m u c h the 
w o o d than its quality. With p o o r oak , a Container b reaks in­
to p i eces within 15 years. With rxx>r teak , it is t he s a m e , ex-
cep t that teak d o e s not b reak into p ieces but ca rbon i se s a n d 
loses its s t rength. With g o o d w o o d , a Container lasts a r o u n d 
25 years a n d ove r 30 wi th ex t remely g o o d w o o d . The inner 
par t s of t he Containers w e r e pa in ted with lead-iron mlnilUD. 
As this p roduc t b e c a m e prohib i ted , w e had to c h a n g e to t he 
less e f fec t ive l inseed oil. 

Usually, t he b r e a k i n g of a Container Starts at the boards , 
t h e n at t he lower p lanks a n d their I.-shaped r e in fo rcemen t s 
a n d finally at the po les a n d their feet. Today , a def icient 
b o a r d is r ep l aced by mar i t ime p lywood . 

Improvement oftbe Containers 

Chris t ine H e r m a n , architect, Head of the Her i tage Mainte-
n a n c e D e p a r t m e n t (Walloon Region), Louis Schokert . archi­
tect ( S c h o c k e n Architect Bureau) a n d Nathalie d e Harlez 
B. A. e x a m i n e d the p r o b l e m of improving the durability of 
a Container. T h e cost of t he s tudy was fully s u p p o r t e d by 
t he Wal loon Region a n d the realisation of five Containers 
w a s s p o n s o r e d with u p to 60 %. 

T h e n e w Containers have kept the typical external design 
a n d structure, but have b e e n enlarged slightly (1.05 m instead 
of 1.00 m). This is to al low a berter protection of the internal 
w o o d e n parts and h e n c e to p ro long their durability. Also, the 
k n o w - h o w transmit ted by the family w a s recorded by the 
Heri tage Main tenance Depar tment in various drawings . 

T h e projec t Started with a s tudy of t he exist ing Contain­
ers a n d the current ly w e a k spots . High quali ty o a k is u s e d 
ins t ead of lower industrial quali ty, w h i ch w a s previous ly 
u s e d . T h e ex terna l fittings a r e of w r o u g h t iron ins tead of 
rol led i ron. Only t he internal parts a r e m a d e of rolled iron. 
Current ly , w o o d e n and iron par t s remain pa in ted in w h i t e 
( a l t h o u g h iron parts s h o u l d b e pa in ted in black) . I m p r o v e -
m e n t s to t he s t ruc ture h a v e b e e n a p p l i e d by metal rein­
f o r c e m e n t s ins ide the Container a n d by subst i tu t ing t he 
w o o d e n f loor by a n iron grid. T h e w a t e r a long the lateral 
boa rds , p l anks a n d po l e s dra ins off better , so that t he 
w o o d e n par t s will no t stay h u m i d a n d b e c o m e vent i la ted 
ins tead. This has b e e n p e r f o r m e d via a n internal Biter a n d 
d ra in ing cover, w h i ch is s u p p o s e d to e n h a n c e t he durabi l ­
ity of t h o s e w e a k spots . T h e n e w Container m o d e l h a s l ieen 
pa t en t ed . 
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Moving of Ihe trees Changing Containers and fertilisers 

Moving the t rees back and forth b e t w e e n the w in t e r h o u s e s 
and the g a r d e n h a s a lso improved th rough time. Be fo re t he 
Second World War, a heavy w o o d e n car w a s u s e d . T h e car 
w a s p laced b e s i d e t he tree, wh ich w a s t h e n tilted a n d pu t 
im (wo feet. Next, s o m e w o o d e n lods w e r e p l aced at a 
slant f r om the g r o u n d u n d e r t he Container u p to t he car. 
Finally, s o m e w o o d e n rods w e r e laid transversally o n 
that slant u n d e r t he Container, o n wh ich the Container w a s 
t h e n rolled o n t o t h e car, like t he Egypt ians m o v e d heavy 
s tones . 

A n e w lighter steel car w a s d e s i g n e d after t he war, s o that 
it w a s poss ib le to turn it a r o u n d u n d e r t he tilted Container, 
wh i ch w a s t h e n lowered d o w n o n the car. T h e car w a s nar-
row e n o u g h so that the middle part of t he Container cou ld 
rest o n it, high e n o u g h so that t he feet of t he Container h u n g 
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ou t s ide t he car in t he v a c u u m without t ouch ing the g r o u n d 
(which w o u l d h a v e h indered mov ing the Container). Nev-
er the less t he height of the car had to b e qui te low: o ther -
wise it w o u l d h a v e p reven ted Its turning u n d e r t he tilted u p 
Container. 

I h e tilting Operat ion w e a k e n e d the Container a n d re-
d u c e d its durabil i ty by M c o m p a r e d to its cur ren t value. But 
avo id ing rolling u p the Container had increased its life ex-
pec tancy b y 'A with respec t to the p rev ious "Egyptian" 
m e t h o d . Afterwards , d i f ferent varieties of t ractor o r 
Schaeffer u s e d a fork pass ing u n d e r t he cast a n d lifting it by 
m c a n s of t w o o p p o s i t e lowei p l auks resting o n t h e fork. 
T h e w o o d e n car w a s pui led by horses , t he steel o n e by a 
tractor. 

D u e to a w a r m e r climate, t he t rees are b rough t into t he 
g a r d e n a l ready o n 1 May (15 days earlier t h a n b e f o r e ) a n d 
similarly t he t rees a r e a lso m o v e d to the w in t e r h o u s e s 
a r o u n d mid -Oc tobe r (15 days later than be fo re ) . 

O n e of t he w in t e r h o u s e s h a s a d r u m in its attic a r o u n d 
w h i c h a r o p e is w r a p p e d . This r o p e can b e l o w e r e d a n d 
a t t a c h e d to t h e t runk of a t ree to lift it w h i l e c h a n g i n g its 
Container . B e f o r e that , t he four b o a r d s a r e r e m o v e d a n d a 
layei of 0.10 m of ear th is t a k e n a w a y f r o m the lateral 
s ides , roo ts inc luded . T h e n , o n e has to c h e c k that ho l e s 
a r e p r o v i d e d at t h e b o t t o m of t he n e w Container t o e a s e 
t h e f l o w of water . T h e w a t e r is d r a i n e d fu r the r by pu t t i ng 
p i e c e s of br ick at t h e b o t t o m of t he Container . After that , 
s u l p h u r is s p r e a d o n the s ides of t he e a r t h t o pro tec t t he 
roo t s f r o m ve rmin . T h e t ree is l o w e r e d in to t h e n e w Con­
tainer, w h i c h is filled o n its f ou r s ides wi th a mix tu re of 
a rab le ear th , h e a t h e r ear th , a n d c o m p o s t , all of w h i c h is 
l a m p e d . 

Ii has b e e n sugges t ed by the Arbore tum of Mei.se that w e 
s imply u s e c o m p o s t fo r 
r h o d o d e n d r o n s . Earlier, 
s h e e p d r o p p i n g s mixed 
with w a t e r w e r e u s e d as 
fertiliser b e t w e e n the 
chang ing of t he lateral 
earth, w h i c h h a p p e n e d 
whi le po t t i ng (at that t ime, 
roughly every 15 years) . 
With t he last ga rdener , fer­
tilisers w e r e not u s e d any-
m o r e , a l t h o u g h the pe r iod 
l i e tween pot t ing had in­
c reased d u e to t he im­
p r o v e d m o v i n g m e t h o d . 
So it w a s n o surpr i se that 
t he first adv ice of t he Ar-
lx>retum of Meise w a s o n 
fertilisers: c o w m a n u r e 
a n d minera l salts (ASEF). 
This has b c c n app l i ed for 
t w o years a n d has p r o v e d 
to b e ou t s t and ing . The 
t rees h a v e b e c o m e lusher 
than eve r b e fo r e . 

So far, t he roots ' ne t -
w o r k h a s no t b e c o m e t o o 

d e n s e b e t w e e n pot t ing. However , that m a y c h a n g e with the 
n e w Containers a n d a longer durabili ty. It m a y requ i re a n 
in te rmediary re f resh ing of ear th . 

Conclusion 

It is sa id that o r a n g e t rees a r e delicate. Cons ider ing w h a t 
they h a v e g o n e th rough at Freyr, you start d o u b t i n g such a 
Statement . Hopefu l ly , t he t rees will still live o n for a whi le . 
Howeve r , as t h e y a p p r o a c h their four th Century of existen-
ce, n o o n e can forecast their future . 
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