
once. It is necessary to enact special regulat ions f o r h i s to r 
ic bui ld ings in o r d e r t o avoid a d o u b l e danger : E i ther his
toric bu i ld ings d o no t co r re spond to the specific s t andards 
and subsequen t ly are no t eligible for this k ind of s u p p o r t 
o r d i s tu rb ing parts that meet the r equ i remen t s are incor
pora ted in to m o n u m e n t s thus impair ing their appearance. 

- Besides t he a f o r e m e n t i o n e d cases no tax benef i t s are p r o 
vided f o r t he res torat ion w o r k on his tor ic bui ld ings w h o s e 
main tenance is of publ ic interest (the preservat ion of m o n 
u m e n t s is b y law def ined as being of publ ic interest) . Pos 
sible e c o n o m i c use of m o n u m e n t s is strictly checked by 
the likeliness of f u t u r e prof i ts . If no p rof i t s are forecast 
such an en te rpr i se is t reated as "vo lup to i re" , i .e . hobby , 
and looses eligibility for the tax benef i t s of an e c o n o m i c 
enterpr ise . 

- T h e ant ic ipa tory wri te-off p rovided by the tax legislation 
A m e n d m e n t Law (Abgabeanderungsgesetz) f r o m 1989 is 
no t applicable to wage earning owners . Th i s is a ha rdsh ip 
f o r a large g r o u p of m o n u m e n t owners . A possible exten
sion of tax benefi ts t o this g roup is desirable. Th i s wou ld be 
a benefi t t o the Minis te r of Finance because the resul t ing 
increase of t u rnove r wou ld result in higher i ncome f r o m 
value added tax (and by the way reduce moonl ight ing) . 

- T h e r e is still a series of suppor t s by regional, provincial 
and federal author i t ies in connec t ion wi th t he deve lop

ment of tour is t t raff ic , f o u n d a t i o n of en te rpr i ses and sani
ta t ion of rural assets w h i ch have no t been m e n t i o n e d in 
this r epo r t . All these cases have to be checked f o r the i r real 
benef i t to t he archi tec tura l heri tage. Th i s check ing of eligi
bil i ty is necessary because in cer ta in cases it m a y have a 
de t r imen ta l effect o n m o n u m e n t s by s u p p o r t i n g o n l y new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n for instance. 

- Publ ic s u p p o r t of m o n u m e n t o w n e r s w i t h o u t financial 
means is desirable; however , s u p p o r t i n g t he acquis i t ion of 
m o n u m e n t s by people w i t h o u t t he f inancial means neces
sary for their u p k e e p is p ro b l ema t i c because it inevi tably 
leads to s u b s e q u e n t publ ic s u p p o r t w h i ch w o u l d mean an 
e n h a n c e m e n t in value of t he m o n u m e n t f o r its o w n e r 
w i t h o u t t he latter 's con t r ibu t ion . In o r d e r t o avoid possi
ble specu la t ion , this e n h a n c e m e n t in value w o u l d have to 
be regarded as a p ro f i t w h e n the m o n u m e n t is sold later. 

- Regula r pub l ica t ion of r e d u n d a n t m o n u m e n t s w o u l d be 
desi rable in o r d e r t o at t ract poss ib le buye r s and investors . 

- Saving t h r o u g h bu i ld ing and loan associa
t ions (Bausparkassen) f o r hous ing p r o m o 
t ion is publ ic ly s u p p o r t e d by tax wr i te -of f * 1 it 
and can be cons idered as a k ind of revolv- ikd&i Jff 
ing f u n d . It has on ly begun to be a lso avail- J I j V Y 
able f o r res tora t ion w o r k and should he 
m o r e wide ly adver t i sed . 

L E O N A R D A H O N O N 

Protection and Maintenance of Monuments: 
The Contribution of Organizing Sponsorships in Benin 

JL he cultural heri tage is and will c o n t i n u e to be the m e m o 
ry of a count ry . T h a t is why, all over the w o r l d , its p ro tec t ion 
and main tenance cons t i tu tes o n e of o u r main p r eoccupa 
t ions, wha teve r t he diff icult ies (financial o r o the r ) that m a y 
c o n f r o n t a count ry . To achieve that a im, several processes are 
a d o p t e d , b o t h f r o m the g o v e r n m e n t and f r o m the private 
sector. In the case of Benin, wha t is the national a p p r o a c h 
t h r o u g h the legal possibili t ies of sponsor sh ip and its pract i 
cal real izat ion? 

T h e m o n u m e n t s and sites in Benin are c o m p o s e d of: 
- Tradi t ional cons t ruc t ions (depending on each region); ex

amples inc lude Ke tou , Musee H o n m e P o r t o - N o v o , G a n -
vie, Palais royaux d ' A b o m e y and the Tata f r o m Atacora . 

- Colonia l bui ld ings of Por tuguese archi tecture; examples 
include the m o s q u e of P o r t o - N o v o and the t rad ing pos t of 
O u i d a h . 

- Some natural sites such as the waterfal ls in T a n o u g o u and 
Kota in the n o r t h of Benin. 

Regard ing m a n a g e m e n t of the p ro tec t ion and ma in t enance 
of m o n u m e n t s in Benin, th ree cases can be cons idered : 

The civil service: T h e main m o n u m e n t s and sites which 
have national impor tance such as the palaces f r o m P o r t - N o -
vo, A b o m e y , etc. and the big d o o r A k a b a Edena f r o m Ketou 

be long to this category. T h e y receive special t r e a t m e n t c o n 
cern ing p ro t ec t i on and main tenance because a conse rva t ion 
specialist is o n the spot . T h e funds devoted to this w o r k 
c o m e ei ther f r o m the state, f r o m in ternat ional o r n o n - g o v 
e rnmenta l o rgan isa t ions (e.g. the U N E S C O ) . T h e technical 
centra l s t r u c t u r e which is in charge of those m o n u m e n t s is 
the Cu l t u r a l Her i t age Di rec t ion at t he Min i s t ry of C u l t u r e 
and C o m m u n i c a t i o n of Benin. 

The local communities: T h o s e m o n u m e n t s and sites wi th 
regional i m p o r t a n c e and those cons t ruc t ed n o w a d a y s be
long to t he local commun i t i e s . T h e Cu l t u r a l Her i t age Di rec
t ion o f fe r s its technical c o m p e t e n c e t o these local c o m m u n i 
ties in o r d e r t o preserve and conserve such cul tura l her i tage, 
b u t the local c o m m u n i t i e s are obl iged t o search f o r t he nec
essary f u n d s themselves . 

The families: In this last case, the m o n u m e n t s and sites 
c o n t i n u e t o be the in fo rma l p roper t i es of those families and 
lots of p r o b l e m s remain regard ing the i r p ro t ec t i on and 
main tenance . A m o n g those p r o b l e m s we can note : 
- T h e r e is a lack of technical c o m p e t e n c e to engage in cor

rect r e s to ra t ion w o r k . 
- T h e necessi ty of con tac t ing a profess iona l conserva t ion is t 

is n o t a lways u n d e r s t o o d by the families. 
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- T h e laws are n o t res t r ic t ive e n o u g h t o ob l ige t h e o w n e r s t o 
re fer t o t h e advice of t he C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e D i r e c t i o n be
f o r e s t a r t i n g any c o n s e r v a t i o n w o r k . 

- M o s t of these m o n u m e n t s and sites are n o t w e l l - k n o w n , 
o t h e r s are u n k n o w n , s o t ha t it is real ly d i f f i cu l t t o in te r 
vene . 

- S o m e t i m e s h is tor ica l m o n u m e n t s m e a n p o v e r t y f o r t he 
o w n e r s a n d this m a y lead t o the i r d e s t r u c t i o n . A n e w 
b u i l d i n g is c o n t r u c t e d at t he s a m e place. A n o t h e r aspect of 
t he p r o b l e m is t ha t t he t r ad i t iona l mater ia l s of c o n s t r u c 
t ion s e e m i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r n e w bu i ld ings m a d e of m o d 
e rn mater ia ls . 

L e g a l poss ib i l i t i es of o r g a n i z i n g s p o n s o r s h i p in t h e field 
of c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e a n d i t s p r a c t i c a l r e a l i z a t i o n 

Usual ly , o rgan iz ing s p o n s o r s h i p in the field of cul tural heri
tage in Benin f inds its legal possibilit ies in t he c rea t ion of a 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o rgan iza t ion ( N G O ) . In an ag reemen t be
tween the g o v e r n m e n t and the N G O , land can be given to t he 
N G O f o r the cons t ruc t ion of an off ice. S o m e exempt ions f r o m 
taxes (value added tax, con t r ibu t ions , etc.) may be granted . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g example s are w e l l - k n o w n in t h e field of 
cu l tura l her i tage: T h e I C O M w o r k s h o p on the t h e m e " Q u e l 

M u s e e p o u r I ' A f r i q u e ? P a t r i m o i n e en d e v e n i r " B e n i n - T o g o -
G h a n a in 1991; t he t r a i n i n g c o u r s e s P R E M A o r g a n i s e d 
in 1992 in Ben in b y I C C R O M f o r m u s e u m t echn ic i ans ; 
t h e r e n o v a t i o n of t he exh ib i t i on r o o m s of t h e H i s t o r i c a l 
M u s e u m of A b o m e y a n d the d e v e l o p m e n t this s i te 
( I C C R O M ) ; t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n of t h e " b a s - r e l i e f s " of 
A b o m e y b y t h e G e t t y C o n s e r v a t i o n Ins t i tu t e ; and the ac tua l 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y C o u r s e o n C o n s e r v a t i o n of 
P R E M A , w h i c h is g o i n g on in Ben in a n d is o r g a n i z e d 
b y I C C R O M as wel l . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

As has been seen , t he m o n u m e n t s a n d sites of Ben in h a v e a 
l o t of p r o b l e m s in t e r m s of p r o t e c t i o n a n d m a i n t e n a n c e . 
T h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p r io r i t i e s are 
- a s y s t e m a t i c i n v e n t o r y of m o n u m e n t s and sites, 
- a c lass i f ica t ion of t h o s e m o n u m e n t s and 

sites, 
- an i m p o r t a n t p r o g r a m m e of c o n s e r v a t i o n . ~ * i 
T h e effect of o rgan iz ing sponso r sh ip is cons id - ^-Jfc-* M 
erable, as we have seen. But cons ide r ing wha t is f (TQjjflr 
lelt lei do, the pro tec t ion and maintenance ol •',JfJj 
m o n u m e n t s and sites in Benin needs m o r e . 

D I M I T A R R O S T O V 

Heritage Conservation in Bulgaria: 
Issues Relating to Private Sponsorship 

ulgaria is at t he hear t of the Balkan pen insu la , o c c u p y i n g 
a t e r r i t o r y of 42,857 s q u a r e miles wi th a p o p u l a t i o n of just 
u n d e r n ine mil l ion. 681 A D saw the b e g i n n i n g of t he first 
Bulgar ian s ta te in this land wh ich had c rad led and nou r i shed 
the grea t civi l isat ions of t he ancient w o r l d . F r o m p r e h i s t o r y 
o n w a r d s , h u m a n p resence in it has left a her i tage of u n i q u e 
mater ia l t races of ar t is t ic , a rch i tec tu ra l , t echnolog ica l , and 
d o m e s t i c cu l tu re . T h e aesthet ic and historical value of this 
her i tage goes far b e y o n d its in teres t for a s ingle na t i on . 

A t p r e s e n t , s o m e 40 ,000 m o n u m e n t s of c u l t u r e , i nc lud ing 
ind iv idua l s t r u c t u r e s as well as c o n s e r v a t i o n areas and e n 
sembles , e n j o y special p r o t e c t i o n in Bulgar ia . H o w e v e r , t he 
m e n t i o n of this n u m b e r he re is n o m o r e t h a n a po in t of 
r e co rd and c o u l d ha rd ly m a k e a c la im t o e n h a n c i n g t h e idea 
of m y c o u n t r y ' s he r i t age po ten t i a l . 

N a t i o n a l legislat ion c o n c e r n i n g he r i t age began ear ly o n in 
Bulgar ia ' s latest h i s to ry , a f t e r t he r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t he 
Sta te in 1878. T h e f i rs t s ta tu tes in t he area w e r e enac ted b y 
P a r l i a m e n t in 1888 and 1890. A d v a n c e s in c o n s e r v a t i o n p rac 
tices w e n t h a n d in hand w i t h t he c r e a t i o n of a m o r e soph i s 
t ica ted legal e n v i r o n m e n t b y the m a j o r e n a c t m e n t s of 1911 
and 1936. A m o n g o t h e r th ings , t h o s e p r o v i d e d abso lu t e 
Sta te t i t le in cer ta in ca tegor ies of cu l tu ra l m o n u m e n t s , spe

cial rules of d i sposa l , a n d g o v e r n m e n t p r e e m p t i o n in t he ac
qu i s i t i on of cu l tu ra l m o n u m e n t s , a n d , a lso, incent ives and 
d i rec t f inancia l s u p p o r t f o r o w n e r pa r t i c i pa t i on in c o n s e r v a 
t i o n and r e s t o r a t i o n . 

T h e s w e e p i n g pol i t ical changes in t he a f t e r m a t h of W o r l d 
W a r T w o s t a r t ed a p r o c e s s of radical c h a n g e in t he legal e n 
v i r o n m e n t , o r g a n i s a t i o n and m a n a g e m e n t of he r i t age c o n 
se rva t ion . T h e fo rc ib l e i m p o s i t i o n of n e w u n t r a d i t i o n a l e c o 
n o m i c r e l a t i onsh ips and m e c h a n i s m s , a n d , a b o v e all, t h e n e w 
p r inc ip l e s of p r o p e r t y r egu l a t i on r e su l t ed in a to ta l ly d i f f e r 
en t a p p r o a c h t o f u n d i n g a n d a n e w s t r u c t u r e of sources . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n pol ic ies d u r i n g the 1945-1969 pe r iod w e r e 
g o v e r n e d b y several pieces of s e c o n d a r y legislat ion s t r o n g l y 
i n f l u e n c e d b y the re levant Sovie t m o d e l s . C o n c e n t r a t e d in 
t he G o v e r n m e n t w e r e t he bas ic p o w e r s and respons ib i l i t i e s 
in r e l a t ion t o a l m o s t e v e r y single aspec t of he r i t age c o n s e r 
va t ion . T h e f o u n d a t i o n and m o t i v e f o r c e of th i s p r o c e s s w a s 
p r o v i d e d b y the mass ive na t i ona l i s a t i on of real p r o p e r t y , t h e 
s t r o n g cen t r a l i s a t i on of g o v e r n m e n t , t he to ta l i t a r ian a p 
p r o a c h t o overa l l cu l tu ra l pol ic ies , t he ha rd l i ne t e n d e n c y of 
i m p o s i n g ideologica l and pol i t ical f r a m e s in social s tud ies , 
a r t h i s t o r y and off ic ia l art in o r d e r t o jus t i fy t he d o m i n a n t 
pol i t ical d o c t r i n e . 
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