
- T h e laws are n o t res t r ic t ive e n o u g h t o ob l ige t h e o w n e r s t o 
re fer t o t h e advice of t he C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e D i r e c t i o n be
f o r e s t a r t i n g any c o n s e r v a t i o n w o r k . 

- M o s t of these m o n u m e n t s and sites are n o t w e l l - k n o w n , 
o t h e r s are u n k n o w n , s o t ha t it is real ly d i f f i cu l t t o in te r 
vene . 

- S o m e t i m e s h is tor ica l m o n u m e n t s m e a n p o v e r t y f o r t he 
o w n e r s a n d this m a y lead t o the i r d e s t r u c t i o n . A n e w 
b u i l d i n g is c o n t r u c t e d at t he s a m e place. A n o t h e r aspect of 
t he p r o b l e m is t ha t t he t r ad i t iona l mater ia l s of c o n s t r u c 
t ion s e e m i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r n e w bu i ld ings m a d e of m o d 
e rn mater ia ls . 

L e g a l poss ib i l i t i es of o r g a n i z i n g s p o n s o r s h i p in t h e field 
of c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e a n d i t s p r a c t i c a l r e a l i z a t i o n 

Usual ly , o rgan iz ing s p o n s o r s h i p in the field of cul tural heri
tage in Benin f inds its legal possibilit ies in t he c rea t ion of a 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o rgan iza t ion ( N G O ) . In an ag reemen t be
tween the g o v e r n m e n t and the N G O , land can be given to t he 
N G O f o r the cons t ruc t ion of an off ice. S o m e exempt ions f r o m 
taxes (value added tax, con t r ibu t ions , etc.) may be granted . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g example s are w e l l - k n o w n in t h e field of 
cu l tura l her i tage: T h e I C O M w o r k s h o p on the t h e m e " Q u e l 

M u s e e p o u r I ' A f r i q u e ? P a t r i m o i n e en d e v e n i r " B e n i n - T o g o -
G h a n a in 1991; t he t r a i n i n g c o u r s e s P R E M A o r g a n i s e d 
in 1992 in Ben in b y I C C R O M f o r m u s e u m t echn ic i ans ; 
t h e r e n o v a t i o n of t he exh ib i t i on r o o m s of t h e H i s t o r i c a l 
M u s e u m of A b o m e y a n d the d e v e l o p m e n t this s i te 
( I C C R O M ) ; t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n of t h e " b a s - r e l i e f s " of 
A b o m e y b y t h e G e t t y C o n s e r v a t i o n Ins t i tu t e ; and the ac tua l 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y C o u r s e o n C o n s e r v a t i o n of 
P R E M A , w h i c h is g o i n g on in Ben in a n d is o r g a n i z e d 
b y I C C R O M as wel l . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

As has been seen , t he m o n u m e n t s a n d sites of Ben in h a v e a 
l o t of p r o b l e m s in t e r m s of p r o t e c t i o n a n d m a i n t e n a n c e . 
T h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p r io r i t i e s are 
- a s y s t e m a t i c i n v e n t o r y of m o n u m e n t s and sites, 
- a c lass i f ica t ion of t h o s e m o n u m e n t s and 

sites, 
- an i m p o r t a n t p r o g r a m m e of c o n s e r v a t i o n . ~ * i 
T h e effect of o rgan iz ing sponso r sh ip is cons id - ^-Jfc-* M 
erable, as we have seen. But cons ide r ing wha t is f (TQjjflr 
lelt lei do, the pro tec t ion and maintenance ol •',JfJj 
m o n u m e n t s and sites in Benin needs m o r e . 

D I M I T A R R O S T O V 

Heritage Conservation in Bulgaria: 
Issues Relating to Private Sponsorship 

ulgaria is at t he hear t of the Balkan pen insu la , o c c u p y i n g 
a t e r r i t o r y of 42,857 s q u a r e miles wi th a p o p u l a t i o n of just 
u n d e r n ine mil l ion. 681 A D saw the b e g i n n i n g of t he first 
Bulgar ian s ta te in this land wh ich had c rad led and nou r i shed 
the grea t civi l isat ions of t he ancient w o r l d . F r o m p r e h i s t o r y 
o n w a r d s , h u m a n p resence in it has left a her i tage of u n i q u e 
mater ia l t races of ar t is t ic , a rch i tec tu ra l , t echnolog ica l , and 
d o m e s t i c cu l tu re . T h e aesthet ic and historical value of this 
her i tage goes far b e y o n d its in teres t for a s ingle na t i on . 

A t p r e s e n t , s o m e 40 ,000 m o n u m e n t s of c u l t u r e , i nc lud ing 
ind iv idua l s t r u c t u r e s as well as c o n s e r v a t i o n areas and e n 
sembles , e n j o y special p r o t e c t i o n in Bulgar ia . H o w e v e r , t he 
m e n t i o n of this n u m b e r he re is n o m o r e t h a n a po in t of 
r e co rd and c o u l d ha rd ly m a k e a c la im t o e n h a n c i n g t h e idea 
of m y c o u n t r y ' s he r i t age po ten t i a l . 

N a t i o n a l legislat ion c o n c e r n i n g he r i t age began ear ly o n in 
Bulgar ia ' s latest h i s to ry , a f t e r t he r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t he 
Sta te in 1878. T h e f i rs t s ta tu tes in t he area w e r e enac ted b y 
P a r l i a m e n t in 1888 and 1890. A d v a n c e s in c o n s e r v a t i o n p rac 
tices w e n t h a n d in hand w i t h t he c r e a t i o n of a m o r e soph i s 
t ica ted legal e n v i r o n m e n t b y the m a j o r e n a c t m e n t s of 1911 
and 1936. A m o n g o t h e r th ings , t h o s e p r o v i d e d abso lu t e 
Sta te t i t le in cer ta in ca tegor ies of cu l tu ra l m o n u m e n t s , spe

cial rules of d i sposa l , a n d g o v e r n m e n t p r e e m p t i o n in t he ac
qu i s i t i on of cu l tu ra l m o n u m e n t s , a n d , a lso, incent ives and 
d i rec t f inancia l s u p p o r t f o r o w n e r pa r t i c i pa t i on in c o n s e r v a 
t i o n and r e s t o r a t i o n . 

T h e s w e e p i n g pol i t ical changes in t he a f t e r m a t h of W o r l d 
W a r T w o s t a r t ed a p r o c e s s of radical c h a n g e in t he legal e n 
v i r o n m e n t , o r g a n i s a t i o n and m a n a g e m e n t of he r i t age c o n 
se rva t ion . T h e fo rc ib l e i m p o s i t i o n of n e w u n t r a d i t i o n a l e c o 
n o m i c r e l a t i onsh ips and m e c h a n i s m s , a n d , a b o v e all, t h e n e w 
p r inc ip l e s of p r o p e r t y r egu l a t i on r e su l t ed in a to ta l ly d i f f e r 
en t a p p r o a c h t o f u n d i n g a n d a n e w s t r u c t u r e of sources . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n pol ic ies d u r i n g the 1945-1969 pe r iod w e r e 
g o v e r n e d b y several pieces of s e c o n d a r y legislat ion s t r o n g l y 
i n f l u e n c e d b y the re levant Sovie t m o d e l s . C o n c e n t r a t e d in 
t he G o v e r n m e n t w e r e t he bas ic p o w e r s and respons ib i l i t i e s 
in r e l a t ion t o a l m o s t e v e r y single aspec t of he r i t age c o n s e r 
va t ion . T h e f o u n d a t i o n and m o t i v e f o r c e of th i s p r o c e s s w a s 
p r o v i d e d b y the mass ive na t i ona l i s a t i on of real p r o p e r t y , t h e 
s t r o n g cen t r a l i s a t i on of g o v e r n m e n t , t he to ta l i t a r ian a p 
p r o a c h t o overa l l cu l tu ra l pol ic ies , t he ha rd l i ne t e n d e n c y of 
i m p o s i n g ideologica l and pol i t ical f r a m e s in social s tud ies , 
a r t h i s t o r y and off ic ia l art in o r d e r t o jus t i fy t he d o m i n a n t 
pol i t ical d o c t r i n e . 

B 
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Al though legally p rov ided for , practically no pub l i c b o d 
ies o r m o v e m e n t s existed f o r the implementa t ion of the p r o 
tect ion of t he heri tage and as par t ic ipants in the relevant p o 
litical dec i s ion-making . G o v e r n m e n t m o n o p o l y in t he area 
was finally enshr ined in the M o n u m e n t s of C u l t u r e and M u 
seums Act of 1969 and several s u p p o r t i n g regulat ions of t he 
years 1976-1979 wh ich are still valid today. A m a j o r dis t inc
tive fea tu re of gove rnmen t policies in the area was the 
gove rnmen t ' s role as a pr incipal source of f und ing , inc luding 
g o v e r n m e n t f u n d i n g of the conserva t ion and res to ra t ion of 
pr ivately o w n e d m o n u m e n t s . T h e latter were, a lmos t in all 
cases, residential proper ty , and , u n d e r the law, the govern 
ment f inanced their conserva t ion (unless the o w n e r was 
willing t o d o so) for a mor tgage on the value added to that 
par t of t he p r o p e r t y which had been improved b y conserva
t ion o r res tora t ion . T h e mor tgage could on ly be called if 
t he o w n e r entered a legal t ransact ion (e. g. sale) in that par t 
of the p roper ty . N o t a b l y , o w n e r s of listed historic bui ld ings 
were exempt f r o m real p rope r ty tax, bu t were subjec t t o re
s t r ic t ions af fec t ing t he main tenance and disposal of their 
p roper ty . 

Publ ic o w n e r s o r users ( including gove rnmen t entities, 
publ ic organisa t ions , etc.) of m o n u m e n t s had to f u n d the de
sign and imp lemen ta t i on of conserva t ion and res tora t ion 
f r o m their o w n budgets , i .e. , again largely f r o m g o v e r n m e n t 
sources . In s o m e cases, the religious d e n o m i n a t i o n s p r o v i d 
ed all o r pa r t of the m o n e y for the conservat ion and res tora
t ion of m o n u m e n t s o w n e d by them. T h e r e were practically 
no ent i rely non -gove rnmen ta l f und - r a i s ing organisa t ions o r 
initiatives, wi th the except ion of s o m e isolated cases of pr i 
vate dona t i on . 

As you all know, t he turn of the decade also m a r k e d a rad
ical t u rn ing po in t in Bulgaria 's political and soc io - economic 
deve lopmen t . T h e diff icul t and pa infu l process of shedd ing 
the b u r d e n s of the past and creat ing a modern effect ive sys
tem of heri tage conserva t ion is inf luenced by a n u m b e r of 
fac tors that cou ld be summar i sed as fo l lows: 
- the need f o r a new legal env i ronmen t in a lmost every 

sphere of life; s t ructura l changes at all levels of govern 
men t ; t he review and implementa t ion of t he pr inc ip les of 
local se l f -government ; an effect ive role of f ree publ ic ini
tiative and par t ic ipat ion in all spheres of life and , in par t ic
ular, as regards the fo rmu la t i on and implementa t ion of na
tional cul tural policies; the re-es tabl i shment o r c rea t ion of 
rights and condi t ions f o r the activities of var ious N G O s , 
e.g. , religious communi t i e s , n o n - p r o f i t o rganisa t ions , 
founda t ions , etc.; 

- the rapid changes in e c o n o m i c life and the n e w s t ruc tu re 
and balance of p r o p e r t y re la t ionships fo l lowing the enact
ment of res t i tu t ion laws; 

- the cur ren t grave e c o n o m i c and f inancial diff icul t ies expe
rienced at all levels and in all spheres of life; t he high rate 
of inflat ion (exceeding 450 per cent fo r the first q u a r t e r of 
1997 alone), affect ing publ ic spending for social wel fa re , 
cul ture , and heri tage conserva t ion in part icular . 

Desp i t e the e f fo r t s of profess ionals in the area, and the exis
tence of several draf ts , a new heri tage law has no t been 
enacted yet . A first s tep in t he p r o m o t i o n of pr ivate s p o n s o r 
ship and d o n a t i o n was m a d e in 1995 by an a m e n d m e n t to 
t he existing M o n u m e n t s of C u l t u r e and M u s e u m s Ac t 
of 1969. In particular, t he a m e n d m e n t p rov ided f o r the d e 
duc t ion f r o m taxable i ncome or p ro f i t of funds m a d e avail

able b y individuals o r organisa t ions to heri tage research, 
conserva t ion and p ro t ec t i on pro jec t s . Th i s , however , has 
d o n e little to revive the old t rad i t ion of " g o o d w o r k s " in 
Bulgaria and the source of f u n d i n g it was s u p p o s e d t o en
courage still f o r m s a negligible p r o p o r t i o n . Inves tmen t in 
her i tage, as a gainful commerc ia l activity, is no t in any bet ter 
s tate either. 
T h e f o l l o w i n g are a m o n g the main reasons f o r this s i tuat ion: 
- T h e legal f r a m e w o r k conce rn ing the es tab l i shment of 

f o u n d a t i o n s and n o n - p r o f i t o rgan isa t ions a lso dates 
back t o be fo re the 1990s and is i nadequa te to p re sen t -day 
needs. 

- In Bulgaria, N G O s in the field of heri tage conserva t ion 
( m o r e than 25 of t h e m at p resen t ) are usual ly set u p by 
p e r s o n s p rofess iona l ly o r moral ly c o m m i t t e d to the idea 
w h o , as a rule, are no t a m o n g the " se r ious ly r i ch" . In mos t 
cases today, t he d o n o r s o n w h o m such N G O s wou ld rely 
f o r f u n d i n g p re fe r to focus o n health care, social relief, etc., 
as appa ren t ly more vital. Relatively m o r e successful as 
fund- ra i se r s are those o rgan isa t ions set u p specifically 
f o r t he p u r p o s e of p r o m o t i n g the r e s to ra t ion and conse r 
va t ion of a single m o n u m e n t , e .g . , a church o r a small 
ensemble . 

- T h e r e is a lack of awareness and practical exper ience con
cern ing inves tment in her i tage wi th a view to a par t icular 
e c o n o m i c gain, related to t he tour i s t i n d u s t r y f o r instance. 

- T h e au thor i t ies d o n o t seem to u n d e r s t an d that p r o m o t i n g 
d o n a t i o n s o r pr ivate inves tment in the field of conserva
t ion - by, say, a flexible taxat ion policy - whi le it m a y have 
t he immed ia t e effect of reduc ing budge t revenue , will re
lieve t he g o v e r n m e n t f r o m the b u r d e n of l ook ing a f t e r the 
m o n u m e n t itself and m a y have the addi t ional benef i t of 
c rea t ing jobs . 

Thus , g o v e r n m e n t f u n d i n g remains relatively s ignif icant fo r 
t he t ime being, whi le it is s t rong ly lacking in a b s o l u t e t e rms 
- a mere U S D 200,000 f o r 1996 against t he 29 mil l ion allo
cated in 1981. Even t h o u g h the al locat ion of t he g o v e r n m e n t 
subs idy by the Minis ter of C u l t u r e is based on exper t op in
ion and selection f r o m a b road range of n o m i n a t i o n s re lying 
o n a set of objec t ive cri teria, the available f u n d i n g is barely 
e n o u g h t o mee t the emergency conse rva t ion needs of a neg
ligible n u m b e r of m o n u m e n t s . In such c i rcumstances , the 
i m m i n e n t th rea t of losing valuable national and w o r l d heri
tage is b e c o m i n g increasingly real. 

In all fairness, w e m u s t a c k n o w l e d g e the c o n t r i b u t i o n 
m a d e by fore ign private f o u n d a t i o n s , like Samuel C r e z , and 
nat ional pub l i c -p r iva te o rgan isa t ions like the 13th C e n t e n a 
ry of Bulgaria Na t iona l D o n o r F u n d . 

O n the o t h e r hand , the emerg ing m a r k e t re la t ions create 
m o r e f avourab le o p p o r t u n i t i e s for t he re ins ta ted o w n e r s of 
his tor ic bu i ld ings to p e r f o r m res tora t ion and conserva t ion , 
and f o r the adap ta t ion of p roper t i es to m o d e r n uses. Given 
the s i tuat ion I have jus t descr ibed, however , this a lso has its 
negat ive aspec t d u e to t he limited capac i ty f o r profess iona l 
superv is ion in the absence of adequa te f u n d i n g s u p p o r t and 
a decent ra l i sed and deconcen t r a t ed adminis t ra t ive s t ruc tu re 
in conse rva t ion . 

T h e Bulgar ian N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e of I C O M O S , which 
b r ings t oge the r mos t of t he relevant profess iona ls , spares n o 
e f fo r t in t ak ing the lead and act ing as t he g o v e r n m e n t ' s par t 
ner in the necessary legislative and adminis t ra t ive r e f o r m . It 
w o r k s to raise the publ ic awareness of nat ional her i tage is-
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sues and secu re t he c o m m i t m e n t of a b r o a d r ange of pa r t 
ners , i n c l u d i n g the b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y , b y exp la in ing the 
poss ib le d i r ec t and ind i rec t bene f i t s of c o n s e r v a t i o n . In 
this respec t , t he h o l d i n g of t he 11th G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y of 
I C O M O S in Sof ia in 1996 has had an app rec i ab l e e f fec t . 

Bu lgar ia has u n e q u i v o c a l l y p r o n o u n c e d its w i sh of acced
ing t o E u r o p e a n and b r o a d e r i n t e rna t iona l s t r u c t u r e s . I t 
has a l r eady rat i f ied several i n t e rna t iona l i n s t r u m e n t s in 
t he f ield of her i tage , inc lud ing : t he E u r o p e a n C o n v e n t i o n 
o n the P r o t e c t i o n of Archaeo log ica l H e r i t a g e a n d the 
C o n v e n t i o n o n the P r o t e c t i o n of t he A r c h i t e c t u r a l H e r i t a g e 

in E u r o p e . O f c o u r s e , w e still have a l ong w a y t o g o in b r i n g 
ing t h e na t iona l legis la t ion and da i ly p rac t i ces i n t o l ine wi th 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s . In th i s r e spec t o u r pa r t i c i pa t i on 
in I C O M O S act ivi t ies a n d , in pa r t i cu la r , t h o s e of its I n t e r n a 
t iona l C o m m i t t e e s , is e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t 
b o t h in a s t r i c t ly p r o f e s s i o n a l s ense a n d as a 
s o u r c e of t he k n o w l e d g e and e x p e r i e n c e 
t ha t w e shal l need d u r i n g the t r a n s i t i o n p e r i 
o d if w e are t o e n s u r e t he p r e s e r v a t i o n of 
Bulgar ia ' s he r i t age f o r ou r se lve s and f o r 
t he w o r l d . 

M A R C D E N H E Z 

Overall Framework for a Public-Private Sector Relationship in Canada 

TL . h e i ssue of legal f o r m s , e.g. as a t t ached t o p h i l a n t h r o p y , 
has been a r o u n d f o r cen tu r i e s . L o n g ago , o n e tax cer t i f ica te 
desc r ibed p r o p e r t y set as ide f o r a re l ig ious i n s t i t u t i on , and 
the legali t ies w e r e su f f i c i en t ly excep t iona l tha t t h e y r equ i r ed 
a pe r sona l a t t es ta t ion f r o m the head of s ta te . T h i s c o m p l e x 
legal f o r m w a s d e c i p h e r e d - b u t t he h i e r o g l y p h i c s had t o b e 
d e c i p h e r e d f i rs t . T h i s was , of cou r se , t he Rose t t a S tone . 

Va r ious f o r m s all exist in C a n a d a , i n c l u d i n g va r i a t ions on 
t rus t s , n o n - p r o f i t c o r p o r a t i o n s , f o u n d a t i o n s , char i t i es e tc . 
H o w e v e r , a rev iew of m e c h a n i s m s w o u l d be m o o t , because 
relat ively f e w d o n a t i o n s of real es ta te a r e m a d e in C a n a d a . 
T h i s is largely f o r tax reasons . C a n a d a has o n e of t he f e w 
g o v e r n m e n t s in t he w o r l d tha t insists t ha t it has 
- a c la im f o r capi ta l ga ins tax 
- o n d o n a t e d real es ta te . 
In 1973 C a n a d a set u p a c o u n t e r p a r t t o t he N a t i o n a l T r u s t in 
E n g l a n d , b u t w i t h i n t w o yea r s its B o a r d dec ided t o c h a n g e 
d i r ec t i on , because t he genera l con tex t ( i nc lud ing the tax cli
m a t e ) w a s n o t c o n d u c i v e t o such p h i l a n t h r o p y . O n the o t h 
er h a n d , C a n a d a d e v e l o p e d s o m e a l te rna t ive f o r m s (e.g. as
soc i a t ions of r e n o v a t o r s ) w h i c h will be a l luded t o later. 

In s h o r t , s ince m y c o u n t r y f o u n d itself u n a b l e t o " g o 
t h r o u g h the f r o n t d o o r " f o r t he p r o t e c t i o n of cer ta in p r o p 
er t ies as desc r ibed in o t h e r coun t r i e s , it w a s ob l iged t o " g o 
t h r o u g h the back d o o r " - w i t h cer ta in p r o m i s i n g e f fec ts , and 
a r e su l t ing "s t ra teg ic v i s i o n " wh ich m a y be f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
d i f f e r e n t f r o m m a n y o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

T h a t is t h e f o c u s of th i s p r e sen t a t i on . T h e p r o s p e c t of a 
g r a n d t r ipa r t i t e al l iance b e t w e e n her i t age p r o p e r t i e s , gov
e r n m e n t s and the p r iva t e s ec to r is o n e t o w h i c h I have d e v o t 
ed m u c h of t he past t w e n t y years of m y career no t o n l y as a 
w i tnes s , b u t as a p a r t i c i p a n t . F o r her i tage p r o p e r t i e s , I am 
p leased t o r e p o r t t w o b o o k s c o m i n g f o r w a r d this yea r : The 
Heritage Strategy Planning Handbook and Legal and Fi
nancial Aspects of Architectural Conservation. In t he public-
sec tor , I w o r k e d wi th a b o u t t w e n t y g o v e r n m e n t s on her i 
tage . W i t h i n t he p r iva te sector , I cha i r ed m y c o u n t r y ' s c o m 
mi t t ee o n the f u t u r e of its res ident ia l r e n o v a t i o n indus t ry , 
a n d he lped l aunch o u r n e w c o d e r ev iew and e m b r y o n i c n a 

t iona l r e n o v a t i o n s t ra tegy. T h e idea of a g r a n d p a r t n e r s h i p is 
n o t jus t t heo re t i ca l : a l t h o u g h it is an e x t r e m e l y s low p roces s , 
it is ac tua l ly h a p p e n i n g . 

C o m p a r a t i v e o v e r v i e w 

T h e f o c u s of th i s p r e s e n t a t i o n goes b e y o n d ind iv idua l s p o n 
s o r s h i p , t o t h e c rea t ion of an overall national framework for 
private sector partnership in t he p r o t e c t i o n and rev i ta l i za t ion 
of p r o p e r t y . T h i s legal s u b j e c t e n j o y s an e n o r m o u s b o d y of 
p r e c e d e n t . T h e f i rs t k n o w n s t a t u t e in th i s f ield w a s enac t ed 
b y the R o m a n e m p e r o r M a j o r i a n in 4 5 7 A D , w i t h a g o v e r n 
m e n t ve to o n the p r iva t e d e s t r u c t i o n of m o n u m e n t s a l o n g 
l ines s imi la r t o t h e s t a tu t e s w h i c h m a n y l awyer s still w o r k 
wi th today. W e a l so k n o w of t he w o r k tha t s ta r ted in 1666, 
in S w e d e n , t o i n v e n t o r y ( o n e b y o n e ) all her i tage p r o p e r t i e s 
w o r t h y of a t t e n t i o n . 

S o m e m a y w o n d e r w h a t C a n a d a can c o n t r i b u t e t o this d i s 
cus s ion of " m o n u m e n t s " , p a r t i c u l a r l y if " m o n u m e n t s " are 
res t r ic t ive ly d e f i n e d as s t r u c t u r e s e rec ted o r re ta ined f o r rea
s o n s other than economics (a d e f i n i t i o n w i t h wh ich I r e spec t 
fu l ly d i sagree) . A l t h o u g h C a n a d a ' s f irst k n o w n h o m e da te s 
f r o m 20,000 B C , and a l t h o u g h C a n a d a is t he o n l y c o u n t r y 
w h o s e n a m e ac tua l ly m e a n s " t h e p lace of t he b u i l d i n g s " , 
m a n y still be l ieve (as Vol ta i re d id ) tha t t hese " f e w acres of 
s n o w " h a v e n o t h i n g of s ign i f i cance . 

In reali ty, a n d leaving as ide t h e a b o v e res t r ic t ive d e f i n i t i o n , 
C a n a d a has t he usual co l l ec t ion of b u i l d i n g s w h i c h m i g h t be 
ob jec t ive ly c o n s i d e r e d " m o n u m e n t a l " . I t a lso has t he usua l 
co l lec t ion of h i s to r i c b u i l d i n g s . C a n a d a a lso has c o m m u n i 
t ies listed a m o n g U N E S C O ' s W o r l d H e r i t a g e cit ies and 
t o w n s . H o w e v e r , if m y c o u n t r y had t o rely on l ist ing b u i l d 
ings and d i s t r i c t s o n e b y o n e (on t h e Swed i sh m o d e l ) , it 
w o u l d b e in t r o u b l e : 
- Per capita, m y c o u n t r y has listed o n e - f o r t i e t h of t he b u i l d 

ings and d i s t r i c t s w h i c h h a v e been listed in t he U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m . W h e n w e l o o k a t t h e C i t y of W e s t m i n s t e r 
w h e r e o v e r 80 % of t he land is u n d e r s o m e k i n d of he r i -
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