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E . o r p r iva te s p o n s o r s h i p - i.e. par t ic ipat ion for p rof i t by-
t rade and i ndus t ry - tax and o the r legal cond i t ions in the 
N e t h e r l a n d s are in pr inc ip le similar in the fields of spor t , so
cial w o r k , cul ture and conserva t ion of m o n u m e n t s . H o w 
ever, the prof i t f o r t rade and indus t ry is the leading factor. 
A n d the re fo re you need symbol s of h i s tory and national 
ident i ty as, f o r instance, the A m s t e r d a m C o n c e r t Hal l and 
the Po r tuguese Synagogue or the O l y m p i c Stadium in that 
city- Bu t the subs tance of the archi tectural heri tage in H o l 
land doesn ' t appeal t o that need. I mean the thousands and 
t h o u s a n d s of listed cit izen houses a long the canals and 
streets in the t o w n s and cities f r o m the days of t he Du tch Re
public and the Eas t - Indian C o m p a n y . Keeping the m e m o r y 
of aus tere republ ican se l f -conf idence and individual spirit of 

n o t a m o n u m e n t p ro tec ted o n State level does no t receive 
this privilege. 

To s u p p o r t the o w n e r in his private inves tment , a N a t i o n 
al Res to ra t ion F u n d has been f o u n d e d at the initiative of the 
State. T h e F u n d provides f o r loans o n the basis of the m o r t 
gage of u p to thir ty percent of the de te rmined res torat ion 
costs. Th i s percentage is t he same as an extra grant , on t op of 
the basic level of t w e n t y percent subs idy for owners , w h o 
are no t liable to income o r co rpo ra t ion tax. T h e thir ty per
cent subs idy that t he taxpayer is missing is t he most impor 
tant source of income f o r the Na t iona l Res tora t ion F u n d . 

Besides the loans based o n mor tgages the Fund provides 
the advance of p romised grants, as well as comple te f inanc
ing. T h e loans are issued at a reduced rate of interest. In ter -
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enterpr ise , these houses and their upkeep are no t recognized 
as a g l a m o r o u s pay ing inves tment by the n o w a d a y s ent re
preneur . Besides that , mos t of t he houses are in private 
hands. So 1 w o n d e r if pr ivate sponsor sh ip will ever be a sub
stantial fac tor in the f inance of the D u t c h heritage. 

A n y h o w , for the res tora t ion of m o n u m e n t s that are p r o 
tected b y the State, a d i f fe ren t policy is applied. It provides 
that the principal level fo r a gove rnmen t grant is on ly thir ty 
percent of the de te rmined res tora t ion costs. A n d s tar t ing in 
t he m o n t h of J u n e t he percentage will be on ly twenty . 

T h e p u r p o s e is t o give a greater impulse to more private in
ves tment . T h a t is, inves tment b y the o w n e r w h o is liable to 
income tax and c o r p o r a t i o n tax. 

T h e s e taxpayers en joy relief f o r main tenance costs of the 
m o n u m e n t . T h e taxpayer residing in his o w n house which is 

est, r edempt ion and discharge arc used for creat ing a revolv
ing fund for p rob lema t i c res tora t ions . 

This way of f inancing means an ul t imate application of tax 
concess ions and practically more private financial part icipa
t ion in the main tenance of m o n u m e n t s . 

A fo l lowing s tep might be the deve lopmen t of a system 
aimed at inventor isa t ion and descr ipt ion of and env i ron
mental p lanning for areas with their historic e lements and 
identity, as well as their economic possibili
ties. In that concept gove rnmen t grants will 
be on ly used for m o n u m e n t s w i thou t an ec
onomic base. T h e rest of the archi tectural 
heritage is part of - and as such suppor t ed by (' 
- the market . A kind of general sponsor sh ip 1 

for the next fu tu re? 
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