
alluvial sediments and the possible occurence of sites below 
younger sediments had to be investigated by a number of bore
holes at selected cross profiles. 

The project was carried out, including preparatory work, 
fieldwork, interpretation of data, generating of digital maps and 
preparation of the final report within six months from March to 
August 1997. The archaeological digital data (Arc/Info files) 
were introduced to the Styrian land information system (GIS 
Steiermark) to be used for other planning purposes also. 

The 41 unquestionable sites belong to 47 findspots of nearly 
all periods from the Aeneolithic to the Modern Periods, 38% of 
them are Roman. 86 areas were defined as possible archaeolog
ical zones (Fundhoffnungsgebiete). Due to the low density of 
prehistoric or Roman finds or ambiguous evidence; here more 
detailed prospection measures must be applied to interprete the 
occurence of finds. 

As an unexpected result it could be shown that Roman sites 
situated even on the lowest part of the valley floor are not cov
ered by alluvial sediments, indicating that floods did not affect 
them. A complete Roman landscape with villae rusticae and set
tlements or single buildings of different types was investigated. 
The distances between them are 1.5 to 2.2 km for the large ones 

and several cases 0.5 to 0.7 km only. Parts of the Roman road, 
levelled burial mounds and settlement sites were observed by 
aerial prospection as well. 

All sites detected were graded according to their cultural and 
scientific significance providing basic data for decision making 
in the planning process. It has to be stressed that the sites were 
already known in the earliest stage of planning. This provides 
the key to introduce archaeological sites like other environmen
tal data with the goal to minimize impacts, so the chance for the 
preservation of important sites is improved considerably. Meas
ures for the further stages of the project, which are necessary 
from the archaeological point of view, were proposed as a guide
line. For example, intensified prospection including geophysics, 
soil probing, the archaeological involvement during the con
struction works and excavations, where necessary. 

The excellent cooperation between the planning authority (Ei-
senbahn-Hochleistungsstrecken AG, Projektleitung Koralm-
bahn), the Sites and Monuments Office (Bundesdenkmalamt). 
the direction of public works of the Styrian Government and the 
firm carrying out the archaeological prospection and evaluation 
(ARGIS) may be considered as a model for future large scale 
construction works in Austria. 

C . F . G a f f n e y , J . A . G a t e r 

Popularising Archaeological Geophysics: 
The "Time Team" Experience on British Television 

A three day time constraint, minimal information on the expect
ed archaeology, even less details about the site conditions and 
a director with three camera crews and a script demanding in
stant results. These are the challenging conditions faced by 
archaeological geophysicists working 
on the popular Channel 4 Time Team 
series in the UK. Yet experience 
gained in the day-to-day world of 
archaeological evaluation work in 
Britain is ideal training for such a 
challenge. 

Nearly 60 programmes have been 
made, viewing figures are regularly 
over 3 million people and the series 
has been sold worldwide to the Dis
covery Channel. Using results from 
the first seven series, including those 
not transmitted, this paper will dem
onstrate how the problems and con
straints are overcome. Discussion 
will also consider the two transmis
sions that have been broadcast "live" 
over holiday weekends. The ethics of 
"simplifying" often very complex 
science will be considered, as will the 

problem of making geophysics exciting without being profes
sionally challenged. The integrity of the programme will be 
contrasted with experiences on other archaeological television 
programmes. 

1 

! • 

h t 
35 


