
A N D R E Y L. RKIMAN 

V E G E T A T I O N F O R R U S S I A N F O R M A L G A R D E N S 

The- G o l d e n Age of t h e Russi:in a n of g a r d e n i n g a n d land-
scap ing In t h e B a r o q u e Style feil into t h e first half" of t h e 
e igh teen th Century. It co inc idcd wi th t h e f o u n d a t i o n of 
Saint-Petersburg - t h e n e w capital of Russia - o n the b a n k s 
ol ihc Nova river. The ga rdens w e r e intensive!} laid mii ai 
tlie s a m e t ime as t h e city w a s Ix-ing built. Peter t h e Great 
p u r s u e d i w o goals : to e rea te an impress ive a p p e a r a n c e of 
t h e n e w capital . wh ich shou ld not Ix- inferior to o the r Euro­
p e a n cities. a n d . at tlie s a m e t ime. CO dra in a n d to s t rength-
e n ihe coastal territories in the Neva 's delta fo r their fu r ther 
d e v c l o p m e n t . His op t imi sm about it. de sp i t e difficult envi -
rOnmental a n d climatic condi t ions . w a s s u p p o r t e d by 
I lo l land 's cenlur ies-old exper ience . 1 T h e Russian Tsar h a d a 
soft c o r n e r in Iiis heart for this count ry a n d g a v e it credi t in 
tlie art of g a r d e n i n g for ttS a c h i e v e m e n t s a n i o n g all o t h e r 
European count r ies in t h e late 17tli. ear ly 18th cen tur ies . It 
w a s f rom Hol land that tlie first g a r d e n i n g special is ts w e r e 
invited a n d it w a s the re that pup i l s w e r e sen t to i m p r o v e 
their skills in t h e a n of ga rden ing . ; 

A certain role in the aspi ra t ions of the Russian Tsar w a s 
a lso playeel by his c h i l d h o o d a n d y o u t h r emin i scences of 
the g a r d e n s of t h e M o s c o w Kremlin a n d t h o s e in M o s c o w 
env i rons - Izmai lovo a n d Ko lomenskoye . According to the 
c e n s u s of 1~02 the re w e r e S2 royal g a r d e n s in M o s c o w . 
Many of t h e m w e r e '"upper" o r h a n g i n g g a r d e n s . loca ted o n 
s tone vaulis. ' T h o s e g a r d e n s w e r e mostly of practical pur -
p o s e , w h i c h w a s c o m b i n e d with son ie artistic t e c h n k | u e s . 
Dinilry Likhachev d e f i n e s the Moscow g a r d e n s of that peri-
o d as the d o s e s t to t h e Dulch B a r o q u e by their stylistics. ' 
They w e r e d iv ided " into several f lower Ix-ds a n d p a t c h e s 
with Walking pa ths b e t w e e n them, wh ich w e r e p a v e d not 
with lurf but wi lh p lanks In t h o s e g a r d e n s they grew 
fruit Hees a n d berry bushes . var ious vege tab les a n d he rbs . 
a s well a s very rare p lan t s for the M o s c o w cl imate . Tlie 
mosi p o p u l ä r t lowers w e r e the f ragrant ones : Paeon ia . Lili-
um. Rosa. Dian thus . Rula g raveo lens . Viola. Narc iussus e tc . 

The first g a r d e n s a p p e a r e d in M o s c o w alter t h e T ime of 
Troubles u n d e r the g rand fa the r of Pe te r the Grea t in t h e 
l()10-20s.' T h e y w e r e g r o w n by Russian ga rdene r s . In 1623 
Na/a r Ivanov se lec ted . w h e n laying out the l ' p p e r G a r d e n , 
the best a p p l e - a n d pear - t rees f r o m all M o s c o w g a r d e n s a n d 
p ian ted in the re th ree large ' ju icy app l e - t r ee s a n d a royal 
pear- t ree" f rom Iiis o w n garden." H o w e v e r . a l r eady in 16 t l 
the most l an ious Pokrovsky G a r d e n in M o s c o w w a s re-laid 
by the Tsar 's physic ian- in-ordinary Vende l imus S y b d i s t . 
a n d it was m a n a g e d by a G e r m a n ga rdener . w h o s e n a m e is 
u n k n o w n . " It w a s a l so the t ime of Adam Olea r ius wr i t ten 
e v i d e n c e a b o u l t h e a p p e a r a n c e in M o s c o w of d o u b l e a n d 

P r o v e n c e roses b rough t to Russia by m e r c h a n t Pyotr Marse-
Iis f r o m G o t t o r p g a r d e n s of the D u k e of Holstein."1 

T h e ra ther of Peter t h e Great , Tsar Alexei Mikhai lovich, 
con t Jnued t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of g a r d e n i n g . " In 1654 a Dutch 
sh ip b r o u g h t to M o s c o w n i n e t e e n fore ign t r ees b o u g h t in 
I lol land by Iiis o rde r : "2 t r ees of Citrus a u r a n t i u m . 2 t r ees of 
Citrus l imon . 2 t rees of Ficus car ica . 4 t rees of Persica,. 2 
t r ees of A r m e n i a c a . 2 t r ees of Ce rasus . 2 t rees of Amygdal ­
us . 2 t r ees of Prunus." ' - In 1663 Alexai Mikhai lovich o r d e r e d 
to lay mit new m o r e ex tens ive g a r d e n s in Izmai lovo, nea r 
M o s c o w . O n l y t w o yea r s later t h e first b u s h e s of Vitis vinif-
era . s e e d s of Citrullus. Melo a n d G o s s i p i u m w e r e b rough t 
io M o s c o w f r o m A s u a k h a n town . in a u t u m n <>i the s a m e 
y e a r t h e Tsa r sent fo r cu t t ings of M o n i s a lba to Simbirsk 
( n o w l ' I y a n o v s k ) in o r d e r to b r e e d s i l k w o r m s in M o s c o w . " 

S ince t h e s e c o n d half of 17dl Century fore ign special is ts 
w e r e invi ted to t h e royal g a r d e n s aga in . In 1666 a contrac t 
w a s s igned wi th the Du tch g a r d e n i n g mas te r Hendr ik Cas-
p e r P a u p s fo r Iiis w o r k in the M o s c o w Tsar 's p l e a s u r e gar­
d e n . a n d a year later t h e s a m e kind of contrac t w a s .signed 
with a n o t h e r fore ign ga rdener . Grigory H o o t . " T h e latter 
w a s r e p l a c e d in 166K by l 'alentin Daviz. w h o w a s in c h a r g e 
of t h e G r a p e s G a r d e n a n d g r e w va r ious " G e r m a n he rbs a n d 
t l o w e r s " . " 

F.ach of t h e Izmai lovo G a r d e n s h a d its ow n d is t ine t ions in 
its layout a n d Vegetation r änge ." In 1670 t h e R o u n d Kitch­
e n G a r d e n w a s a r r anged . it w a s ca l led "apo theca ry" . It h a d 
a radial r ing layout . T h e externa l r ing w a s p i a n t e d with Ro­
sa rugosa . Morus alba a n d a birch g rove . In o n e of t h e mid-
dle r ings - be rbe r i s vulgaris, a n d o n t h e resi of t h e territo­
ry v e g e l a b l e s a n d off ic inal h e r b s w e r e g r o w n : Tanace tun i 
vulgare , H y p e r i c u m , Salvia, Chel idonUim majus , C ichor ium 
a n d m a n y o thers . 1 ' In t h e G r a p e s G a r d e n , an a rea of 16 ha 
a c c o r d i n g to a desc r ip t ion of 16K7. w e r e n ine b u s h e s of Vi­
tis vinifera a n d e l evcn b u s h e s of J u g l a n s regia. The plan ol 
t h e g a r d e n w a s a c o m p o s i t u m of Squares , inse r ted o n e in 
ano the r . T h e follow ing plots w e r e loca ted f r o m its b o r d e r s 
to t h e cen t re : "for Fagopy rum" . " for Fri t icum vulgare" , " for 
I l a rdeu in sa t ivum", "for Papaver" . "for Ribes alba", "for Mal­
us d o m e s t i c a ' a n d "for G e r m a n t l ower s a n d herbs" . O n tlie 
o t h e r p lo t s they grew Seeale ce rea le . A \ e n a saliva, Kubus 
idaeus a n d Fragaria. In t h e Corners of t h e g a r d e n Hees w e r e 
loca ted o n concen t r i c circles w h e r e they a l so g r e w royal 
Pyrus, w h i t e a n d red Cera rus av ium a n d Prunus.1-

T h e Vegetat ion w a s t a k e n a very gcxxJ ca re of . Even soil 
w a s s o m e t i m e s b r o u g h t f r o m far a w a y . Thus , fo r e x a m p l e . 
in 1673 t w o h u n d r e d p o o d s ( l poocl = 36 II» of "wa te r m e t 
o n " a n d "g rapes" soil w a s b r o u g h t to I zma i lovo f r o m t h e 
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t o w n of Astrakhan. '" T h e Prosyanskiy G a r d e n w a s not less 
interest ing and re in inded of tlie G r a p e s G a r d e n by its lay-
OUt, I nit wi thout round plots in tlie corners . Along its exter­
na! pe r ime te r t l iere w e r e p lanta t ions of I.inum. Penn i se tum 
g l aucum, .Seeale cerea le . Avena sativa, H o r d e u m sa t ivum. 
F a g o p y n i m , Canabis sativa and Pisum sat ivum. Malus, Pyr-
us a n d P runus w e r e located closer CO the cen t re . In t he very 
cent re w e r e a pavi l ion a n d par terres with flowas änd 
sculptural an imal f igures. f r om the m o u n t h s of wh ich water 
w a s pou r ing out.-" 

In all M o s c o w g a r d e n s of 17th Century' t he decora t ive ef-
fect w a s c rea ted by the combina t i on of fruit t rees. berry 

Vegetation, a m o n g w h i ch o n e can clearly identify tul ips 
(Tulipa), 

Books a n d eng rav ings b rough l f rom ab road , w h i ch cer-
tainly inc luded a l so in fo rmat ion a b o u t t he art of ga rden ing , 
b e g a n to a p p e a r a lways m o r e of ten . Tradil ional icons in t he 
Russians ' d o m e s t k life of late 17th Century w ith dep ic t ions 
of g a r d e n s b e c a m e w i d e s p r e a d as wel l a n d the royal cour t 
w a s no t an e x c e p t i o n in this respect . In 1677 the b o y a r Arte-
m o n Sergeyevich Matveyev had a m o n g pa in t ings and pic-
tures " three large shee t s with g a r d e n cons t rue t ions and n ine 
small o n e s " . - Thus . it w a s not on ly oral s tories of Euro-
p e a n s a n d Russian a m b a s s a d o r s f rom ab road , but a lso 
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Fig. I. Vieira/Ihe Kremlin. Moscow 1682,1'- Royal garden ("P. des Zaars lianmgarten' >. Q- Ajxilhecary garden ("Q. Afi/>oteckergailen") 
in Ihe engraring: "Wahrhajfte ahhilnmg der grausamen Massacre, welche sich dieses 16H2. Jahres in Moscaw in des Zaars Schloß 
Kremelin begeben" 

bushes . cereals . officinal a n d f lower iüg plants. In t he cen ­
tral pari, as a rufe, a r b o u r s with galleries. d e c o r a t e d with 
des igns and in tended for rest. we re put. T h e location of t he 
g a r d e n s o n the coasts of poncls intensif ied their anist ic ex-
press iveness . 

T h e surviving plans of t he p l easu re g a r d e n s of Moscow 
of t he I7ih Century d o not give a füll idea of the use of spe­
cific p lants for this o r that p u r p o s e . s i nce these p l ans a r e 
ra ther relative. T h e rare excep t ion is t he Russian icon "Our 
Lady - C o n f i n e d Vertograd". pa in ted by Nikita Pavlovets ca. 
1670. wh ich has a dep ic t ion of a formal ga rden that a p p a r -
ently exis ted* ' It has a rectangular s h a p e and is s u r r o u n d -
ed by a ba lus t r ade a d o r n e d with vases füll of flowers a n d 
herbs . T h e ga rden has Hower b e d s with sparsely p lan ted 

conc re t e p ic tures and p lans of fore ign g a r d e n s that cou ld 
se rve as e x a m p l e s lor imitat ion dur ing the p lan t ing of such 
early g a r d e n s in Moscow. 

T h e n e w s tage of g a r d e n s ' and pa rks ' d e v e l o p m e n t in 
Russia was c o n n e c t e d with t he n a m e of Peter t he Great a n d 
the large-scaled pa lace cons t rue t ion in the G e r m a n setlle-
ment a long the river Yauza.- ' T h e p lan t ing of n e u g a r d e n s 
w a s en l rus t ed to the phys ic ian of Peter t he Great - \ i c o l a a s 
Bidloo, w h o w a s no ted aeco rd ing to Iiis c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ' 
l e s t imonies for Iiis versati le k n o w l e d g e not on ly in medi-
cine. but a l so in o the r a n s . inc luding the ability of g r o w i n g 
g a r d e n s and d r a w i n g plans.- ' T h e D u t c h m a n Brantgof w a s 
a p p o i n t e d as chief g a r d e n e r of t he se c o m p l e x e v 

Apart f r om g r o w i n g the renal g a r d e n s Bidloo partieipat-
ed in 1~06 in the cons t rue t ion of a M o s c o w hospi ta l with a 
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botanical garden.- and he also laid out a g a r d e n for h i s o w n 
house . T h e r e a r e s o m c s u n h i n g piciures of Iiis ga rden . 
which give an idea of ils compos i t ion a n d of i he Vegetation 
used there.-'" Local and imported p lants w e r e in it, i n d u d -
ing: Tulipn. Lilium, Malva. I le l ianthus a n n u u s and many 
others . 

T h e f e w p lans a n d pic tures of late 17th a n d early 18th 
centur ies give a genera l idea of tlie w a y of u s ing Vegetation 
in Kassian gardens . wh ich had a very s imple layout, similar 
io early Dutch g a r d e n s with a division inlo separa te bos-
quets . Their parterres were also simple. They COnsisted ol 
f lower b e d s with very sparsely planted Vegetation. The veg-

and O r a n i e n b a u m w e r e c rea ted , w h i ch constant ly requi red 
a largo n u m b e r of piant ing material . Tens of t h o u s a n d s of 
p lants w e r e b o u g h t in En rope to \ie sent to Russia: f r om 
S w e d e n , G e r m a n y . a n d firsi of all f r o m Hol land . In o n e of 
d i e letters to t he Russian a m b a s s a d o r B. I. Kurakin t he Tsar 
Wrote in 1" I2 f rom Vyborg town: "11 in Hol land , n e a i 1 lar-
lem. there a r e l ime-trees g r o w n f rom s e e d s ( a n d not t rom 
wild o n c s i in Sandy p laces ... w o r k o n (bis. in o r d e r to gel 
s o m c t w o t h o u s a n d ... And having p lan ted t h e m w ith roots 
in s a n d o n lx>ard of the ship, which is put as bailast, send 
them to Pe te r snourg in the s a m t au t i imn Even dur ing 
the t ime of w a r wi th Sw e d e n in 1716 and 1718 sea del iver-
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etat ion ränge and decora t ion t echn iques of M o s c o w gar­
d e n s w e r e gradual ly lo rmed . In mid I8th Century the c o m -
posi t ions of Moscow g a r d e n s b e c a m e more compl ica led . 
bui lost their individuality, 

In St. Pe tersburg it w as all d i f ferent . T h e n e w capital w a s 
buill as a sort of garden-ci ty s ince the beginning . T h e piant­
ing of g a r d e n s Ixnh at city h o u s e s and at coun t ry h o u s e s 
w as cons ide r ed obl igatory. therefore t he plots of land a long 
the b a n k s of rivers a n d Channels w e r e dis t r ibuted t o well-
to-ilo peop l e . w h o had resources for such under tak ings . 
T h e projects of I 'eter t he Great d e m a n d e d quick solut ions: 
In 1710 the G a r d e n i n g Off ice w a s f o u n d e d which w a s in 
cha rge of purchas ing and piant ing p lants t he royal ga rdens . 

In t hose years t he formal compos i t i ons of t he S u m m e r 
Ga rdens . Ekater inhof . the c o m p l e x e s of Strelna. Peterhof 

ies to St. Pe te r sburg of p ian t ing material . put t o g e t h e r with 
t he most p rec ious g o o d s . c o n t i n u e d . e scor ted by i he Dutch 
a n d English convoy." ' At the s a m e t ime t rees w e r e c o m i n g 
f rom Yamburg . Kopor iye . Moscow ( f r o m the old IzmaUovo 
ga rdens ) . Velikiye Luki. I'oltava and N'ovgorod. L300 Siber-
ian s t o n e p i n e s w e r e p r e p a r e d to Ix* s h i p p o d to t he royal 
ga rden , be ing pul in special \ e s s d s and c o v e r e d with soil, 
f r om the dis tant Solikamsk in Silx-ria."' Already in I7CI6 the 
I sar i l e m a n d e d to m a k e special trailers o n c a n n o n s ' w h e e l s 
in o r d e r to b r ing ou t f rom Narva to St. Pe te r sburg large lime-
t rees with t he t runks ' cliameter of -in io 4 ( ) cm." 

An a p o l h e c a r y g a r d e n . in the t radi t ion of Moscow apo th -
ecary g a r d e n . w a s laid out by Peter t he Great s o r d e r o n o n e 
of t he is lands of t he Neva ' s delta in 1714. Later it w a s trans-
l o r m e d inlo a boianical g a r d e n a n d p layed a s ignil icant role 
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in t h e c u l t i v a ü o n of r a re p l a n i s for St. P e t e r s b u r g s g a r d e n s . 
T h e first Vegeta t ion c a t a l o g u e of t he a p o t h e c a r y g a r d e n w a s 
c o m p i l e d in 1736 b y J o h a n n G e o r g S i egesheck . Ii i n c l u d e d 
1275 n a m e s , of wfaich h e w a s mos t i n ip r e s sed b y " f lower -
ing p a l m s ( P a l m a Maior e t Minor) , tall a n d beau t i fu l c o f f e e 
t ives wi th the i r fruit, o r a n g e - a n d l e m o n - t r e e s a d o r n e d with 
a mu l t i t ude of fruit , s o m e large Ficus wi th s w e e l fruit , a tot 
of Aloe a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r t r e e s a n d bushes" . 5 2 

In 1721 Pie te r d e la Cour t van d e r Vbort f r o m Leiden pre-
s e n t e d t o t h e Russian Tsar p i n e - a p p l e s ( A n a n a s c o m o s u s ) . 
( ) n e of w a s sent by post a n d f o u r o t h e r p i n e - a p p l e s by ship, 
D e la Cour t a l so g a v e s o m e d r a w i n g s for t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

d e n " , w h i c h i n c l u d e d Tilia. Q u e r c u s , C a r p i n u s , Acer, Aes­
c u l u s h i p p o c a s t a n u m . Picea , J u n i p e r u s , Pers ica . Pyrits. Mal­
u s d o m e s t i c a . P r u n u s . J u g l a n s regia . Ci t rus m e d i c a a n d o th ­
e r " e x t r a o r d i n ä r } " p lan ts . " T h e third n u r s e r y . t h e "Cossack 
Ki t chen G a r d e n " w a s m a d e o n t h e N e v a ' s b a n k in V'yborg-
sky distriCL" In t h e n u r s e r i e s t h e y g r e w for trel l ises t r ees 
l ike Alnus , C o r y l u s ave l l ana . Be tu la , P icea , h o l e Betula . a s 
wel l a s Picea a b i e s a n d J u n i p e r u s c o m m u n i s wi th t he s h a p e 
of a bal l o r a p y r a m i d . " 

In t h e s a m e y e a r s royal o r d e r s w e r e i s sued o n t h e p res -
e r v a t i o a s of v a l u a b l e s p e c i e s o f t r e e s in t h e capi ta l ' s env i -
r o n s . o n t h e p a i n of a f i ne o r e v e n a d e a t h pena l t y . b e c a u s e 
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of g r e e n - h o u s e s wi th U n d e r g r o u n d h e a t e r s a n d ins t rue t ions 
for t he g r o w i n g of this e x o t i c f ru i t . " Li te r t h e p i n e - a p p l e s 
w e r e s o succes s fu l ly cu l t iva ted thal in t he s e c o n d half of t h e 
lHth Century the a n n u a l yield in t he g r e e n - h t ) u s e s of t h e 
Italian G a r d e n r e a c h e d 150 t o 160 p i n e - a p p l e s . " B e c a u s e of 
t h e i n t ens ive p l an t ing of g a r d e n s t h e r e w a s a c o n s t a n t 
s h o r t a g e of i m p o r t e d p lan t s . In 1~1~ Pe te r t h e Grea t . a p p a r -
en t ly a l t e r t h e e x a m i n a l i o n of a n u r s e r y in H o l l a n d , sen t a 
m e s s a g e t o M e n s h i k o v f r o m A m s t e r d a m : "... I f ind it neces -
sa ry t o s t a r t a k i t chen g a r d e n o n the p r e p a r e d g r o u n d n e a r 
Kantsy, w h e r e fruit t r ees . a n d l ime- a n d m a p l e - t r e e , a n d 
o t l ie rs a n d t l o w e r s c o u l d Ix; culti\ a t e d a n d so ld t o m a k e it 
Ixrtter f o r v o l u n t e e r s t o m a k e the i r o w n k i t chen g a r d e n s . 
In t h e s a m e y e a r a rchi tec t J -B.A. L e b l o n d d e v e l o p e d t h e 
p ro jec t of o n e m o r e n u r s e r \ - ' the Imper ia l U e s e n e d a r -

t h e y w e r e s u i t a b l e for p l a n t i n g in t he p a l a c e s ' g a r d e n s , 
F r o m fo re s t s t h e y t o o k , f o r r ep l an t i ng , p l a n t s like Cory lus 
a v e l l a n a . S o r b u s a u e u p a r i a , J u n i p e r u s c o m m u n i s . Picea 
a b i e s a n d o t h e r s p e c i e s . Pe t e r t h e Grea l e spec ia l ly c a r e d for 
large o ld t rees . It is r e p o n e t l thal s u c h an o l d l ime- t ree (Til­
ia i grew in Stre lna n e a r t h e g r e e n h o u s e s w ith Italien fruit 
t r ees a n d h e r b s . ' An arlx>ur w a s p u t in its c r o w n w h e r e t he 
Tsar o f t e n d r a n k tea . e n j o y i n g the view o \ e r t he s e i \ e x i 
to t he l ime- t ree t h e r e w a s a large e l m - t r e e < C l m u s ) brOUghl 
by Pe le r I rom C o u r l a n d a n d p l a n t e d b y h imse l f . s i n c e l i ie re 
h a d b e e n n o Mich t r ees in this a rea . O n t h e coas t of t h e Gul l ' 
of F in land o n t h e R o u n d I s land o p p o s i t e t he s t r e lna Pa lace 
t he Isar p l a n t e d p i n e - t r e e s g r o w n f r o m s e e d s . w h i c h h e 
g a t h e r e d in T h u r i n g i a d u r i n g his t rave l l ing t o Ca r l sbad 
( n o w Car lovy Var}') ." T h e a t t e n t i o n of Pe l e r t h e G r e a t w a s 
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also constant ly focuscd o n Q u e r c u s robur and Aesculus 
h ippocas t anum, wh ich h e w a s g r o w i n g in all bis count ry 
eatatea <>n the coast <>f the Gülf öf r in l and . wa tch ing h o w 
they d e v e l ö p e d 

For the fastet creat ion of ga rden compos i t i ons the) re-
p lan ted large-sized t rees with a large c lod of ear th . T h e 
realisation of such w o r k s requi red specia l skills a n d in 1709 
a contract w a s c o n c l u d e d in Amste rdam with i he g a r d e n i n g 
masler Leonard Hernichfel l ." There w a s a usual pracl ice of 
rc-planl ing t rees not only f rom the n e i g h b o u r i n g lorests, 
bin a lso f rom o n e g a r d e n to another . paying n o a t tent ion to 
e n o r m o u s e x p e n s e s connec t ed with such works . Thus . in 
1745 a bö te teee wiih a gallery in it. w a s hrought f rom the 
Levenwald G a r d e n to the Third S u m m e r G a r d e n and put in 
front of t he F.mpress's b e d r o o m . Ii p roved to have b e e n 
planted t öö low. In Order to lift it u p a special m a c h i n e w as 
Made by the Dutch master Ha rman van boles. ' - In 1748 sev-
enty p e o p l e w e r e hired for t he t r anspona t ion of a large 
l ime-tree f rom the fo rmer g a r d e n of D u k e Mensh ikov . 
chang ing three t imes n ine carts ( the heiglit o f t h a t lime w a s 
Oiore than 8.5 m. the trunk w a s 1.32 m in c i r c u m f e r e n c e 
and the root System's d iamete r was ahout 8.5 m ) . " O f t e n al­
ter s o m e State m a n feil into disgrace. Iiis g a r d e n s w e r e re-
vaged . It h a p p e n e d to Menshikov 's g a r d e n o n Vasilievsky 
Island and to EJ , b i ron ' s g a r d e n in Cour land. All t he p lants 
f rom the duca l g reen böuses : Citrus aurant ium, Lauras n o l v 
ilis. Punica g rana lum. J a s m i n u m and Vitis vinifera w e r e d u g 
out and sent o n Dutch sh ips to St. Pe tersburg a n d then t o 
Pe le rhof . " 

T h e c o m m o n a n d to s o m e ex ten t fo rced character is t ic 
fea tu re of St. Pe te r sburg g a r d e n s of t he first half of t he 18th 
Century w a s t he u s e of local spec i e s of trees. Nei ther sup -
pl ies f rom ab road , nor local nurser ies could p r o v i d e l iomo-
g e n e o u s p lan t ing material in such e n o r m o u s n u m b e r . For 
ach iev ing the requ i red volumetr ical Solut ions of g a r d e n 
compos i t i ons all possibili t ies w e r e used. Thus. w h e n trellis-
es w e r e m a d e in Peterhof a long t h e newly- la id al leys. it w a s 
Förbidden t o Gut d o w n the naturaOy g r o w n t r ee s t he re such 
as Picea, be tu la and Alnus ( the Tsar g a v e specia l Instruc­
t ions abou t it). and impor ted t rees w e r e p l a n t e d next to 
t h e m . fo rming mixed trellises. H o m o g e n e o u s p lan ta t ions of 
Tilia. Acer. Corylus. Rilx*s, Ber lx r i s vulgaris. Rosa rugosa 
a n d o the r t rees a n d b u s h e s w e r e a l so u s e d for (Iiis p u r p o s e . 
I he c h o i c e of spec i e s w a s o f t en d e t e r m i n e d by soil a n d 
g r o u n d c o n d i ä o n s , 

T h e survival a x o n o m e t r i c p lans of Peterhof and Oran i en -
b a u m m a d e in 1770s by d e Saint-I lilaire cer tainly c a n n o t 
g ive an ob jec t ive p ic ture of t he state of g a r d e n compos i ­
t ions in t he g iven historical pe r iod . ' I'or i he deco ra t i on ot 
par te r res they u s e d Vaccinium vilis-idaca. J u n i p e r u s c o m ­
m u n i s a n d e v e n Allium instead of b u x u s s e m p e r v i r e n s a n d 
Taxus bacca to . w h i ch cou ld not lx-ar the co ld St. Pe tersburg 
vvinter." I 'or the creat ion of vertical accen t s they u s e d t u b 
EauniS nobil is a n d Citrus au ran th ium. a n d if they w e r e not 
ava i lab le - Picea abies . j u n i p e r u s c o m m u n i s or w o o d e n 
trellis pyramids . I'or " f o u n d e d " o r "shel tered" r o a d s Cber-
c e a u ) they u s e d Tilia with unsevered t ops a n d Ulmus, and 
s ince t he midd le ol the I8th Century Ca ragana a rbo re scens . 
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T h e internal pari of b o s q u e t s in Moscow and St .Petersburg 
g a r d e n s w e r e of ten used for g r o w i n g fruit trees. ber ry b u s h -
e s o r for k i tchen gardens . 

Today , w e must regretfully State t he l a d that t he histori-
cal Vegetation ränge of local spec ies is not used fully dur-
ing res torat ion vvorks in formal gardens . Its possibili t ies a r e 
ne i ther invest igated nor ana lysed . Such t echn iques as t he 
fo rmat ion of the coni fe rs - Picea and J u n i p e r u s c o m m u n i s , 
as well as Betula have b e e n comple te ly lost. T h e first posi­
tive e x p e r i m e n t s on the u s e of Vaccinium vitis-idaea instead 
of BUXUS semperv i rens . wh ich w e r e c o n d u e t e d in t he park 
of the Forestry Academy and then c o n t i n u e d in the I ppe r 
Park of Peterhof . we re not comple ted . ' " 

Nowadays . w h e n the state 's f inanc ing of restorat ion 
w o r k s in S t . P e t e r s b u r g s g a r d e n and park c o m p l e x e s prac-
tically s t o p p e d . it w o u l d b e rightful to t u m to the historical 
Vegetation r ä n g e and the t e c h n i q u e s of the 18th Century of 
plants fo rmat ion in Russian gardens . It wou ld not on ly al-
low to retain t he national co lour of t he se complexes . bin al­
s o to r e d u c e cons iderably the costs of their res torat ion and 
ma in t enance . 
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