Argumentation in Abraham‘s (PBUH) story
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ABSTRACT: Argumentation is one of the tools most used by all prophets to convince their people of the
unity of God. Abraham (peace be upon Him) proceeded to several types of argumentations according to
the communication situations and the people to whom he speaks. Abraham's speech will therefore not be
the same with his father, his people and the king since their positions are not the same.
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This paper deals with the argumentation in the Qur‘anic story of Abraham (PBUH), from the
following elements:
1- Abraham in the holy Quran.
2- Argumentation in the story of Abraham:
2-1- Meditation leading to truth.
2-2- Argumentation with his father.
2-3- Argumentation with his people.
2-4- Argumentation with the king (Namrud).

I. Abraham (PBUH) in the holy quran:

In the Quran, Abraham (pbuh) is the second most mentioned among all prophets. It's under-
standable knowing that he was the origin of the three monotheistic religions.

Name of the prophet times
Moses 136
Abraham 69
Noah 43
Adam- Jesus 25
Mohamed 05

Due to his strength of faith, the Quran attributes the one and only true religion to be the “Path
of Abraham” ( )2 4l), even though prophets before him, such as Noah, called to the same
faith. Because of his tireless act of obedience to God, He gave him the special title of “Khaleel”,
or beloved servant, not given to any other Prophet before. Due to the excellence of Abraham,
God made prophets from his progeny, from them Ishmael Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and Moses, gui-
ding people to the truth .

Abraham (PBUH) is known in the Qur‘an of several traits, but the two Quranic verses
sum up somehow the most important of these traits.

[75 1258] )ouis 3130 sl 2l 53 &)

Truly, Abraham was forbearing, tender-hearted, and ever turning "to his Lord”
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Indeed, Abraham was a nation obedient to Allah, by nature upright, and he was not of the ido-
laters

[Halim]: the quality of someone who is meek and forgives rapidly.

[Awah]: “Very interested in people’s concerns and issues™.

[Munib]: all the time repentant to God and asking for forgiveness.

[Ummah]: guide or leader, but it also means he was a lone a community since he had no followers
and faced alone the harshness of his people®.

[Quaanit]: obedient to Allah

[Hanif]: 4 refers to those people who, in pre-Islamic times, maintained monotheistic beliefs when
the society around them had slipped into polytheism. They followed the true nature and disposi-
tion given to mankind, which points to a belief in One God.

II. the argumentation in the story of Abraham:

The speech of Abraham (pbuh) is a founding speech. It is a new starting point in the unification
of God. Therefore, this speech will be full of all kinds of arguments.

Ila.  Meditation leading to truth:
75 1]t all 8005 (m T3 3l 2 K0 o ) 5 S
We also showed Abraham the wonders of the heavens and the earth, so

he would be sure in faith.

(S8}

Attaher ben AAchour: Attahrir wa Attanwir, 12/123
Azzamakhshari jaa{allgh : Al kgchafz ?,/ 641
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When the night grew dark upon him, he saw a star and said, “This is my Lord!” But when it set, he
said, “I do not love things that set.”
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Then when he saw the moon rising, he said, “This one is my Lord!” But when it disappeared, he said,
“If my Lord does not guide me, I will certainly be one of the misguided people.”
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Then when he saw the sun shining, he said, “This must be my Lord—it is the greatest!” But again when
it set, he declared, “O my people! I rotally reject whatever you associate "with Allah in worship”.
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1 have turned my face towards the One Who has originated the heavens and the earth—being up-
right—and I am not one of the polytheists.”

In fact, Abraham (pbuh), in his contemplation of God's creatures, calls for reflection and

the use of the mind to reach the reality of the Creator.

Abraham’s conviction in the weakness of creatures and strength of God will result from

all human contemplation. In fact, these verses suggest that ,faith should be based on mental

evidence rather than blind imitation ,,5, so that it is impossible to know God otherwise than by
thinking and meditating on creatures.

Allah said:

;uamuﬂm_j}\u}wu\gn\_u}muﬁdﬁwdum\,ﬂ_m,wuuz;\wﬂygu,_umS,x;uﬁ
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Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth; the alternation of the day and the night; the
ships that sail the sea for the benefit of humanity; the rain sent down by Allah from the skies,
reviving the earth after its death; the scattering of all kinds of creatures throughout; the shifting of
the winds; and the clouds drifting between the heavens and the earth—"in all of this™ are surely
signs for people of understanding.

IlLb.  Argumentation with his father

Allah said:

5

Fakhreddine Arrazi : Mafateeh al ghayb, 13/46
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And mention in the Book "O Prophet, the story of” Abraham. He was surely a man of truth and
a prophet.

G e 3 Y5 5ol V5 i i el el Y

Remember” when he said to his father, “O dear father! Why do you worship what can neither hear
nor see, nor benefit you at all?

G e Un o o] (il il 21 el G0 3615 8 ) il

dear father! I have certainly received some knowledge which you have not received, so follow me
and I will guide you to the Straight Path.

Game (a3 50 G Gl =il wad ¥ olly

dear father! Do not worship Satan. Surely Satan is ever rebellious against the Most Compassion-
ate.

G ol &8 rad 3 03 il gy of sl o) il

dear father! I truly fear that you will be touched by a torment from the Most Compassionate, and
become Satan’s companion “in Hell’

a3 540157 5 405 (ol e ST e (e 2l 151 06

He threatened, “How dare you reject my idols, O Abraham! If you do not desist, I will certainly
stone you "to death’. So be gone from me for a long time!”

s o 8 A & silatle 2T 0

Abraham responded, “Peace be upon you! I will pray to my Lord for your forgiveness. He has truly
been Most Gracious to me.

eA S 5l O AT e 35 1235 050 e 02 S ey R e

As I distance myself from "all of” you and from whatever you invoke besides Allah, I will “contin-
ue to” call upon my Lord "alone”, trusting that I will never be disappointed in invoking my Lord.”



Argumentation in Abraham (PBUH) story 104

These verses show Abraham'’s attachment to his father and his mercy towards him; Despite his
father's intransigence and his absolute rejection of the logical proofs given to him, Abraham
continued to express his love and desire to save his father and his people from torment.

The word [abati] (which means in Arabic: very dear father) is used several times in this di-
alogue instead of [abi] (father) to show the mercy of Abraham and his attachment to his father.
Even after being convinced that his father will never leave his idols, Abraham (pbuh) remains
very attached to him and promises him to ask God for forgiveness.

II.c. Argumentation with his people

Allah said:

(51 . elaw¥) Cale 2, UK 5 (18 (e 8257 anp ) Wl 215

And indeed, We had granted Abraham sound judgment early on, for We knew him well "to be
worthy of it".

OsiSe g A Ll AT e a4 OB Y

Remember” when he questioned his father and his people, “What are these statues to which you
are so devoted?”

Seue I Gelils Baas i1

They replied, “We found our forefathers worshipping them.

Gt im (3 B850l 5l 2 241 0

He responded, “Indeed, you and your forefathers have been clearly astray.
il Gy el 2 5l w1506

They asked, “Have you come to us with the truth, or is this a joke?
Casel 2l 5 K08 e U5 5 b sl m T3 ol ) 2885 0y 06

He replied, “In fact, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, Who created them "both™.
And to that I bear witness.

Soa 1158 o 30 Aizal Gasgy il

Then he said to himself,” “By Allah! I will surely plot against your idols after you have turned your
backs and gone away.
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So he smashed them into pieces, except the biggest of them, so they might turn to it "for answers
Gyl all (ol %) Tiigley 1308 (Jad 02 18

They protested, “Who dared do this to our gods? It must be an evildoer!

o 58 0 1 K e

Some said, “We heard a young man, called Abraham, speaking "ill" of them.
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They demanded, “Bring him before the eyes of the people, so that they may witness his trial".
A 50 gl 10a Culid cls 1308

They asked, “Was it you who did this to our gods, O Abraham?

il 56 o 58 155 8546 A 5 08

He replied “sarcastically’, “No, this one—the biggest of them—did it! So ask them, if they can
talk!

&ALl 2l &3) 13088 agusdil 1) 1500 08

So they came back to their senses, saying "to one another’, “You yourselves are truly the wrong-
doers!

skt VA L cudle M agnsey e 15080 &

Then they "quickly” regressed to their "original’ mind-set, "arguing,” “You already know that
those "idols” cannot talk.

50 V5153 a5 Y e il )5 e sl 08

He rebuked "them’, “Do you then worship—instead of Allah—what can neither benefit nor
harm you in any way?
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Shame on you and whatever you worship instead of Allah! Do you not have any sense?

Cplatd R o) a&iglle 15 50ail5 8 s 18

They concluded, “Burn him up to avenge your gods, if you must act.

e 5 e Wl 335 3 & 5l U

We ordered, “O fire! Be cool and safe for Abraham!

oV G onANT pilead 1 & 1585

They had sought to harm him, but We made them the worst losers.

These Quranic verses summarize the events that occurred between Abraham and his people,
who wanted to disfigure him in front of everyone, but God makes him win. And even when
they wanted to punish him, God saved him and made from his story a lesson to all polytheists.

I.d.  Argumentation with the king (Namrud)
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Are you "O Prophet” not aware of the one who argued with Abraham about his Lord because
Allah had granted him kingship? "Remember” when Abraham said, “My Lord is the One Who has
power to give life and cause death.” He argued, “I too have the power to give life and cause death.”
Abraham challenged "him’, “Allah causes the sun to rise from the east. So make it rise from the
west.” And so the disbeliever was dumbstruck. And Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.

After defeating his people, Ibrahim had another sequence of argumentation with the
king who by his intelligence tried to destroy the logical arguments presented by Ibrahim.

To prove that he is able to do as a god who gives life and causes death, he ordered to kill
aman and he said: I am able to cause death, then he ordered to keep another alive, then he said
to Ibrahim: I am able to give life.

Every sane person will understand that the argument presented by the king is a fallacy,
but Ibrahim wanted to end the dialogue with irrefutable proof when he asked the king to bring
the sun from the west since Allah bring it from the east. Then the end was the king's defeat.

III. Conclusion:
Abraham (PBUH) used a hierarchy of arguments depending on who he was trying to convince.

An argument, based on rationality in the face of their people, is so that the conviction is com-
plete and therefore the faith is firm.
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Regarding King Nimrod bin Canaan, Ibrahim (PBUH) made him fall into contradiction
when he noticed the falsity of his argument. Because forgiving the prisoner and not killing him,
is not a creation of life. He asked him to bring the sun from the west, which the king could not
do. Then the king's defeat was visible.

When Ibrahim spoke with his father, trying to convince him of the oneness of God, his
speech was gentle, but it was not without rational evidence. He kept trying to persuade him un-
til he finally reached the impossibility of changing his father's beliefs. Because the what covered
his father's eyes and heart was the same that drowned Nimrod in his tyranny and authority.

A rational argument is much more convincing than a blind faith appeal. Rather, faith and
reason do not contradict each other, and the belief that rests on a mental foundation is stronger
than that which is inherited.

Therefore, Abraham's call for rationality that conducts to faith is, in fact, an invitation for
all of us to think about what unites people more than what divides them.
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