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V. OBITUARY

Yamaguchi Susumu

The late Professor Yamaguchi Susumu, a distinguished leader of
- Japanese studies of Indian Buddhism, was a man who liked to de-
scribe himself as a student neither sharp nor shrewd but slow and
arduous. It was he who brought to the country a new method of
comparative study of the Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese versions
of Buddhist texts. He edited, translated, and carefully investigated
a number of fundamental books, both Madhyamika and Yogacara.
Under his guidance many able scholars were trained and now work
in several universities and colleges.

Around 1920, when he was a student at the Shinshu Otani
Daigaku (the present Otani Daigaku), it was presided over by
Nanjio Bunyu, the pioneer of Sanskrit study in Japan. Among the
rare books of the college library collection there was a huge set
of the Tibetan Tripitaka in the Peking edition, which 50 years
later he made available for public use by having it photo-reprinted.
Sasaki Gessho and Sakaki Ryosaburo were the teachers who di-
rected him in the study of Buddhism in the S.0.D. and of Sanskrit
in the Kyoto Teikoku Daigaku respectively. Rev. Sumita Chiken
was the guru who profoundly influenced his Nembutsu faith.

His two-year stay in France was fruitful. In Paris he was
happy to be a pensionnaire in the house of René Grousset, who
was so affectionate towards him as later to dedicate to him his
work Sur le traces du Bouddha. There were then two giants in
Europe whom he approached: Sylvain Lévi and L. de la Vallée
Poussin. Yamaguchi was a constant admirer of both of them until
his death. During his Paris days he contributed to Journal asiatique
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with the studies on Alambanapariksa and the Vigrahavyavartani,
both of which appeared in 1929.

His scholarly fame was established soon after his retum to
Japan with the publication of his excellent studies on the Madhy-
antavibhdgatikd based on a manuscript from Nepal which S. Levi
had entrusted to him for researches. Since then his tireless efforts
bore a succession of achievements. In his later life he was not only
ranked among first class scholars but also esteemed for his ad-
visory opinion on the rapidly changing society of Japan.

Yamaguchi Susumu: a brief sketch of career

1895

1922

1924-31
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1934-64
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1957

1964-76

1965

1976
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Born in Kyoto on Jan. 27.

Finished the Post-graduate Course of Shinshu
Otani Daigaku.

Asst. Professor, Otani Daigaku.
Studied in Paris.
Professor, Otani Daigaku.

During these years, made lectures in Kyoto Dai-
gaku, Ryukoku Daigaku and other universities.

A member of the Japan Science Council.
President, Otani Daigaku.

Selected for the honorary membership of la
Societe Asiatique.

Professor, Kyoto Sangyo Daigaku.
Elected a member of the Japan Academy.

Passed away on Oct. 21.
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A List of Prof. Yamaguchi’s Principal Publications

. Vimsatika-vrtti, Chinese and Tibetan Versions Compared and

Annotated (included in Sasaki Gessho: MEER ™+ DRERBH R
A Comparative Study on the Vimsatika of the Vijfidna School,
Tokyo, 1923).

Mahayznasamgraha, Text in Tibetan (appended to Sasaki

Gessho: BEENUAHBHEARI® Mahisyinasamgraha; Four
Chinese Versions Compared, Tokyo, 1931).

. Sthiramati, Madhyantavibhagatika, Exposition systématique du

Yogacaravijfiaptivada. Edition d’aprés un manuscrit rapporté
du Népal par M. Sylvain Lévi. Tome I—Texte, Nagoya, 1934.
MERKASRRH (—), (Z) Abhidharmakosavyakhya Ch. 2,
a Japanese translation in collaboration with Wogihara Unrai,
2 vols., Tokyo, 1934-39.

. BREETRAUER S R EBEaEaE  Sthiramati’s Madhyanta-

vibhagatika, annotated translation into Japanese, Nagoya, 1935
(Tome II in sequence of 3).

BRI R R Pl 2 DR B AR | Madhyantavi-
bhaga, Chinese and Tibetan versions compared, with an index to
the Sanskrit text of Madhyantavibhagatika as an appendix,
Nagoya, 1937 (Tome III in sequence of 3 & 5).

. BEICNG B8 LR & DR A Study on the Fifth Chapter of

the Madhyamakahrdaya, Tokyo-Kyoto, 1941.

R MK Essays in Madhyamaka Buddhism (including the
studies on the Madhyamakakariks, the Yuktisastiks, the Vaidal-
ya-satra, the Catuh8ataka, etc.), Tokyo-Kyoto, 1944.

. BHAR L BT 2 AME+3#E [, II Prasannapada Madhya-

makavrtti of Candrakirti, Ch. I-XI, annotated translation into
Japanese, Tokyo-Kyoto, 1947-49.

5 B85 History of Prajfia Thought, Kyoto, 1951.

RO HE® The Karmasiddhiprakarana of Vasubandhu
(Tibetan text of the Prakarana; a Japanese translation of both
the Prakarana and Sumatisila’s commentary on it), Kyoto, 1951.
B & BHR—HEC T 2ERDMER—, Tokyo, 1952 (Eng.
tr. by Watanabe Shoko: Dynamic Buddha and Static Buddha,
Tokyo, 1958).

BB O B S Textual Study in Vasubandhu’s Vijfisna
Thought (including annotated translation into Japanese of the
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19.

20.

21,

22.

Vims$atika, the Trimsika and the Alambanapariksa, together
with Vinitadeva’s commentaries), in collaboration with Nozawa
Josho, Kyoto, 1953.

75V ABKBOR+4H Fifty Years of Buddhist Study in
France, Kyoto, 1953.

&30 R 9 Textual Study on the Ko§a (annotated tran-
slation into Japanese of the 3rd chapter of the Abhidharmakosa
together with YaSomitra’s commentary), in collaboration with
Funahashi Issai, Kyoto, 1955.

4 v F3zits Cultural History of India (a Japanese translation
in collaboration with Sasaki Kyogo of S. Levi’s L’Inde civilisa-
trice), Kyoto, 1958.

5B/ What is Buddhism? —Introduction to Buddhology,
in collaboration with Ocho Enichi, Ando Toshio and Funahashi
Issai, Kyoto, 1961.

o+ 3/ Vasubandhu’s Upadesa to the Amitayuhsatra,
Kyoto, 1962.

P EIEAFT An Introduction to Buddhist Thought, Tokyo,
1968.

o 283 T Selected Essays in Buddhist Studies by
Yamaguchi Susumu, 2 vol., Tokyo, 1972-73.

3 #3284 Buddhist Scripture (ed.), Translation into Japanese of
Selected Parts from the Nikiyas and Mahayana Satras, Kyoto,
1974,

Index to the Prasannapada Madhyamaka-vytti, 2 vols., Kyoto,
1975.
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