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Terms of Sanskrit and Pali Origin 
Acceptable as English Words 

The following is a partial list of words of Sanskrit and Pali 
origin that are included in Webster's Third New International Dic­
tionary. Since Webster s is a dictionary of the English language, 
the terms listed here may properly be considered English 
words. Thus, they require underlining or italicization only 
when cited as part of a larger quotation from the Indie lan­
guage from which they come. On the other hand, one need not 
follow the dictionary in eliminating diacritical marks; their in­
clusion is a service to the reader, who may wish to research the 
terms further in Sanskrit or Pali texts or dictionaries. 

abhiseka 
acarya 
anatman 
anatta 
arahant 
arhat 
arya 
asura 
atman 
avidya 
bhakti 
bhikku 
bhiksu 
Brahmana 
bodhi 
bodhisattva 
Buddha 
caitya 
cakra 
cakravartin 
deva 
devi 
dharanl 

dharma 
dharmakaya 
dhyana 
gatha 
guna 
guru 
Hinayana 
jiva 
jnana 
kalpa 
kama 
karma 
karuna 
ksatriya 
Mahayana 
manas 
manclala 
mantra 
marga 
maya 
moksa 
mudra 
mukti 

naga 
nibbana 
nirmanakaya 
nirvana 
paramita 
prajna 
prakrti 
prana 
pratimoksa 
pratyekabuddha 
preta 
puja 
Purana 
purusa 
sadhana 
sadhu 
sakti 
samadhi 
sambhogakaya 
samsara 
samskara 
sahgha 
sastra 
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siddha 
skandha 
sloka 
sraddha 
sramana 
sravaka 
Sruti 
stupa 
sudra 

Sukhavati 
sunyata 
sutra 
tantra 
tathata 
tathagata 
tathagatagarbha 
trikaya 
triratna 

Upanisad 
vaiSya 
Vajrayana 
varna 
Veda 
vihara 
Vinaya 
yaksa 
yoga 
yogin 
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