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To conclude, this is an important and timely
book for many reasons. It reframes the debates on
pictorial agency and insists on the part played by
the beholder, encountering objects in a social
setting. It deserves to be lauded for its attempt to
discuss material from the margins of the discipline,
and to tell a story beyond the well-trodden paths
and theories. It is an ambitious book, presenting a
succinct analysis of the changing attitudes of
Western art theory towards the question of life-like
images and a rich source for every art historian and

student of art historiography, especially for those
with an interest in Neoclassical and Romantic art.
Above all, it makes a bold claim for anti-formalist
art history and thus is a most welcome challenge to
current debates.

Dr. hans christian hÖnes
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