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Mahmoud El-Tayeb 
1957–2024

Mahmoud was born in Gedaref in Sudan. The first 
time he came to Poland was in 1975, on a scholarship 
from the International Union of Students, to begin 
his master’s studies at the University of Warsaw. 
Under the supervision of Prof. Jadwiga Lipińska, he 
graduated from the Institute of Archaeology in 1982, 
defending his master’s thesis “History of excavations 
in Sudanese Nubia, from A to X-Group period”. 

He then returned to Sudan, where he worked 
from 1983 to 1990 as an inspector in the Sudan Antiq-
uities Service and par-
ticipated in many 
archaeological pro-
jects. He specialized 
in the archaeology of 
Sudan, with particular 
interest in the Meroitic 
(300 BCE–350 CE), 
and post-Meroitic/
Early Makurian (450–
600 CE) periods.

In 1990–1995, he 
completed his doctor-
al studies at the Uni-
versity of Warsaw in 
Poland, earning a PhD 
debgree with the dis-
sertation on “The Genesis of Makurian Culture in 
light of archaeological sources”, written under the 
supervision of Prof. Włodzimierz Godlewski.

From 1996 to 1999, Mahmoud worked as a cura-
tor at the Archaeological Museum in Gdańsk. In the 
academic year 1997–1998, he lectured on the history 
of Egypt and Nubia at the Faculty of History of the 
University of Gdańsk. From 1996 to 2009, he also 
worked at the University of Warsaw’s Institute of 
Archaeology, his alma mater, teaching courses on 
Sudanese archaeology and Arabic for archaeologists. 
From 2009 to 2024, Mahmoud was a staff member 
of the Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology 
at the University of Warsaw. Under the aegis of the 
PCMA UW he headed the Research Centre in Khar-
toum from 2018 until his passing.

In 2013, he earned his habilitation based on the 
monograph “Burial Traditions in Nubian Early 
Makuria”. In 2024, he was nominated to a professo-
rial position at the University of Warsaw.

Mahmoud participated in archaeological mis-
sions in Sudan and Lebanon. For over 20 years (2004–

2023), he directed the “Early Makuria Research 
Project”, his very own project designed to inves-
tigate an immensely important period of transition 
from Meroitic culture to the Christian kingdoms of 
Nubia. Within the frame of this project, he investi-
gated cemeteries at El-Zuma, El-Detti, and Tanqasi 
in the Dongola Reach region in Sudan. He published 
articles, chapters in scientific publications, and mon-
ographs. Most recently, with a team of collaborators, 
he summed up the research at the elite tumuli cem-

etery from the 5th–6th 
centuries CE at Zuma 
with a three-volume 
people-oriented mon-
ograph “Early Maku-
ria Research Project. 
El-Zuma Cemetery” 
published by Brill in 
2020. 

Prof. Mahmoud 
El-Tayeb was a mem-
ber of several interna-
tional scientific organ-
izations, including the 
International Society 
for Nubian Studies, 
the Sudan Archaeo-

logical Research Society, the Society for Africanist 
Archaeologists, and the Sudanese Archaeological 
Society. 

Having achieved so much in the world of Suda-
nese archaeology, he felt an obligation to share his 
knowledge outside the archaeological world. In 
Sudan, he would spend much time with local resi-
dents and students from local schools and universi-
ties; when in Poland, he never declined when invited 
to meet with Polish schoolchildren and students. 
For his students and collaborators in Sudan, he was 
always on the lookout for job openings and paths to 
further their archaeological careers, to connect those 
in need of archaeological skills with the experts that 
he knew could help to develop them, especially in 
academic writing.

He shared far more than just his knowledge. For 
years he was involved with local charities wherever 
he worked. Together with the Artibus Mundi Foun-
dation, he helped the local communities in El-Zuma, 
El-Detti and Tanqasi by organizing collections of 
clothes, sponsoring outfits for local youth football 
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teams and funding a playground for children at a 
school and kindergarten in El-Zuma.

Mahmoud was the gentlest of people, always 
smiling, always ready to help. Even in his later years, 
when illness troubled him, he always had time for 
everyone. He would say, “If you feel sick, say ‘Sheikh 
Mahmoud’ seven times, and you will surely get bet-
ter”. Sadly, in the end, it did not work for him…

He was from Sudan, but Poland had become a 
second home. His whole life he was torn between the 
two. He passed away on June 12, 2024. He is buried 
in the Tatar Muslim Cemetery in Warsaw.

Mahmoud never said “goodbye”. It was always 
”See you later, alligator”…

Ewa Czyżewska-Zalewska

1987 
El-Tayeb, M., Sculptured relief from Al-Hasa, Journal 

of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities 
17:1/2.

1991 
El-Tayeb, M., Bonnet, Ch., A Meroitic tomb from the 

cemetery of the ancient town, in: Kerma (Soudan) 39, 
Genewa, 29–34.

1994 
El-Tayeb, M., Excavation at El-Ghaddar–Old Dongola, in: 

Ch. Bonnet (eds.), Etudes Nubiennes II. Conference de 
Geneve. Actes du VIIe Congres international d’etudes 
nubiennes, 3 –8 septembre 1990, Genewa, 65–79.

Mahmoud in 2013 (photo: U. Wicenciak-Núñez).

El-Tayeb, M., ĩurawski, B. The Christian Cemetery of 
Jebel Ghaddar North, Nubica III/1, 297–317.

1998 
El-Tayeb, M., The Fourth Cataract Archaeological Survey 

Project, Kareima-Abu Hamed Section. Comments on 
the ceramic assemblage of the first season (1996), Sudan 
& Nubia 2, 35–41.

 El-Tayeb, M., Burial customs of Post-Meroitic Maku-
ria, GAMAR 1, 49–52.

1999 
El-Tayeb, M., Burial customs of Post-Meroitic Maku-

ria, in: D. Welsby (eds.), British Museum Occasional 
Papers 131, 219–222.

Bibliograhy



2024                    Mahmoud El-Tayeb

131

El-Tayeb, M., Neolithic sites on the White Nile, in: L. 
Krzyżaniak, K. Kroeper,

 M. Kobusiewicz (eds.), Interregional Contacts in the 
Late Prehistory of Northeastern Africa (=Studies in 
African Archaeology 5), Poznań: Muzeum Archeolo-
giczne w Poznaniu, 377–380.

El-Tayeb, M., Rescue excavation at El-Sabeil, Soba West, 
in: S. Wenig (eds.), Studien zum antiken Sudan. Akten 
der 7. Internationalen Tagung fur meroitische For-
schungen von 14 bis 19 September 1992 in Gosen 
bei Berlin (=Meroitica 15), Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 
604–615.

2001 
 (Translation into Arabic:) Krzyżaniak L. (ed.), Saving 

the Sudan’s Ancient Cultural Heritage. Forty Years of 
Cooperation between Sudan and Poland in the field 
of Archaeology. A Catalogue of an Exhibition held 
in Khartoum National Museum, prepared by Poznań 
Archaeological Museum, Poznań

2002 
El-Tayeb, M., Genesis of the Makurian culture in the light 

of archaeological sources, CRIPEL Supp. 6, Lille.
El-Tayeb, M., Daszkiewicz, M., Bobryk, E., Kołosowska, 

E., Schneider, G., Composition and technology of 
pottery from Neolithic to Christian periods, from Jebel 
Ghaddar and Karima Abu-Hamed region, in: Archeo-
logie Du Nil Moyen 9, 65–87.

(Translation into Arabic:) Waliszewski T., Ortali-Tarazi R. 
(ed.), CHHIM 2000 ans d’historie au coeur d’un village 
antique du Liban. A catalogue of an exhibition held in 
Beitedtine Museum, Warsaw–Beirut.

El-Tayeb, M., Archaeological reconnaissance in Iqlim el-
Kharoub. Preliminary report, in: T. Waliszewski et 
alii, Village romaine et byzantin a Chhim-Marjiyat. 
Rapport preliminaire (1996–2002), BAAL 6, 10–11.

2003 
 El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., Pottery from the Fourth 

Cataract region (Sudan), GAMAR 2, 116–126.
Kołosowska, El-Tayeb, M., E., Paner, H., Old Kush in the 

4th Cataract region, Sudan & Nubia 7, 21–25.
 El-Tayeb, M., Excavation at Hammur-Abassyia, in: B.
ĩurawski (eds.), Survey and Excavation Between Old 

Dongola and Ez-Zuma (=Nubia II, Southern Don-
gola Reach Survey I), Warszawa: ZAĝ PAN, Neriton, 
130–139.

El-Tayeb, M., Philips, J. The pottery assemblage from the 
Hammur-Abassyia tumulus field, [in:] B. ĩurawski 
(eds.), Survey and Excavation Between Old Dongola 
and Ez-Zuma [=Nubia II, Southern Dongola Reach 
Survey I][/=Nubia], 458–462.

El-Tayeb, M., Domżalski, K., Wicenciak, U., Waliszewski, 
T., Preliminary report on a salvage campaign at Jiyeh, 
2004: The pottery production area, ĝwiatowit 5 (XLVI) 
Fasc. A, 129–134.

El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., Test excavation at a cemete-
ry site near El-Argub in the Fourth Cataract region, 
GAMAR 2, 127–133.

2005 
El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., A cemetery site near El-

Argub in the Fourth Cataract: second season of test 
excavations, GAMAR 3, 131–144.

El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., The Awlib Temple Com-
plex: Kom B and its pottery assemblage, GAMAR 3, 
145–158.

El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., Burial traditions on the 
right bank of the Nile in the Fourth Cataract region, 
GAMAR 4, 51–74.

El-Tayeb, M., Wicenciak, U., Region dongolański — 
kolebka cywilizacji nubijskiej, in: M. Ząbek (eds.), 
Wokoł IV katarakty. Społeczeństwo wiejskie nad 
Ğrodkowym Nilem przed wielką zmianą, Warszawa: 
Uniwersytet Warszawski, 77–94.

El-Tayeb, M., Early Makuria Research Project. Excavati-
ons at El-Zuma – preliminary report, Polish Archaeo-
logy in the Mediterranean 16, 389–399.

El-Tayeb, M., Domrzalski, K., Wicenciak, U., Waliszew-
ski, T., Late Hellenistic and Early Roman pottery 
production centre at Jiyeh. Rescue excavations, 2004, 
Polish Archaeology in the Mediterranean 16, 428–439.

(Translation into Arabic:) Paner H. (ed.) with contribu-
tion by Awad Gabir Bashir, Gdańsk Archaeological 
Museum’s Mission to Sudan, Ten Years of Coopera-
tion. A Catalogue of an Exhibition held in Khartoum 
National Museum, (prepared by Gdansk Archaeologi-
cal Museum), Gdańsk.

2006–2007 
El-Tayeb, M., Early Makuria Research Project. Test exca-

vation in El-Zuma cemetery, in: B. Gratien (eds.), 
Melanges offerts a Francis Geus (=CRIPEL 26), Lille: 
Universite Charles de Gaulle–Lille 3, 71–85.

El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., Old Kush II burials in the 
Fourth Cataract region, in: B. Gratien (eds.), Melanges 
offerts a Francis Geus (=CRIPEL 26), Lille: Universite 
Charles de Gaulle–Lille 3, 205–218.

2007 
El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., Excavation at the Kassin-

ger Bahri cemetery sites HP45 and HP47, GAMAR 
5, 9–36.

El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., Pottery analysis report: 
sites HP45 and HP47, GAMAR 5, 37–50.

El-Tayeb, M., Kołosowska, E., Meroitic burial traditions 
in the Fourth Cataract region, Meroitica 23, 11–25.

(Translated into Arabic in co-operation with Awad Gabir 
Bashir): 70 Years of Polish Archaeology in Egypt. Cata-
logue prepared by the Polish Centre for Mediterranean 
Archaeology.



Obituary                                                            MittSAG 35

132

2008 
El-Tayeb, M., Wicenciak, U., Section C [ Jiyeh, 2005 

season, in: T.Waliszewski et alii, Jiyeh (Porphyreon). 
Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine settlement on the 
south coast of Lebanon. Preliminary report on 1997 
and 2003[ 2005 seasons, BAAL 10 (2006), 5[85.

2009
El-Tayeb, M., Kokosowska, E., Old Kushites and the 4th 

Cataract region, in: J. Popielska-Grzybowska, O. 
Biakostocka (eds.), Proceedings of the Third Central 
European Conference of Young Egyptologists, Egypt 
2004: Perspectives of Research, Warsaw 12[14 May 
2004, Warsaw in: Akademia Humanistyczna im. Alek-
sandra Gieysztora.

2010 
El-Tayeb, M., XA new type of mound burials^ continued. 

XGraves with tunnels^, GAMAR 6, 93[108.
El-Tayeb, M., Early Makuria Research Project. Excava-

tion at El-Zuma, second season 2007, in: Between the 
Cataracts, Part Two: Session Papers (fasc. 1-2) (=PAM 
Supplement series 2.2/1[2), 205[216.

El-Tayeb, M., Kirwan memorial lectures. The Post-Mero-
itic from Kirwan to present, Sudan &Nubia 14, 2[14.

El-Tayeb, M., Early Makuria Research Project. Excavation 
at El-Zuma. Preliminary report on the second season, 
2007, Polish Archaeology in the Mediterranean 19, 
467[479.

2011 
El-Tayeb, M., Czyżewska, E., Early Makuria Research 

Project. El-Zuma excavation. The third season Jan-Feb. 
2009, Sudan & Nubia 15, 108[118.

El-Tayeb, M., A new type of mound grave. Graves with 
tunnels, in: V. Rondot, F. Alpi, F. Villeneuve (eds.), La 
pioche et la plume. Autour du Soudan, du Liban et 
de la Jordanie. Hommages archeologiques a Patrice 
Lenoble, Paris: PUPS, 445[464.

2012 
El-Tayeb, M., Funerary traditions in Nubian Early Maku-

ria, (=African Reports Monograph Series 1), Gdańsk: 
Muzeum Archeologiczne w Gdańsku. 

El-Tayeb, M., Kokosowska, E., Multi-cultural site at El-
Gabarna, in: Proceedings of the Third International 
Conference on the Archaeology of the Fourth Nile 
Cataract, University of Cologne, 13[14 July 2006 
(=Africa prehistoric 22), Kolonia: Heinrich-Barth-
Institut, 51[62.

El-Tayeb, M., Kokosowska, E., A Napatan settlement 
in Wadi Umm Rahau, in: Proceedings of the Third 
International Conference on the Archaeology of the 
Fourth Nile Cataract, University of Cologne, 13[14 
July 2006 (=Africa prehistoric 22), Kolonia: Heinrich-
Barth-Institut, 63[76.

2013 
(Translation into Arabic:) W. Godlewski, Dongola [ Anci-

ent Tungul. Archaeological Guide (=PCMA Archaeo-
logical Guides) (streszczenie historii Starej Dongoli).

(Translation into Arabic:) From Byzantine Mosaics to 
Medieval Paintings. Seventeen years of Polish-Lebane-
se cooperation in archeology and conservation 1996[
2013, Beirut: Ambasada RP w Bejrucie.

2014 
El-Tayeb, M., Klimaszewska-Drabot, E., El-Zuma exca-

vations. Pottery assemblage from the first season 2004[
2005, GAMAR 11, 9[16.

El-Tayeb, M., Juszczyk-Futkowska, K., Czyżewska, E., 
El-Zuma 2011: The fourth season of excavations on 
the site. Preliminary Report 2011, Polish Archaeology 
in the Mediterranean 23/1, 357[374.

2016 
El-Tayeb, M., Skowrońska, E., Czyżewska-Zalewska, E., 

Early Makuria Research Project. The results of three 
seasons of excavation at El-Zuma cemetery, 2013, 2014 
and 2015, Sudan and Nubia, Archaeological Research 
Society Bulletin 20, 110[126.

El-Tayeb, M., Czyżewska-Zalewska, E., Kowarska, Z., 
Lenarczyk, Sz., Early Makuria Research Project. Inte-
rim report on the excavation at El-Detti in 2014 and 
2015, Polish Archaeology in the Mediterranean 25, 
403[419.

2017 
El-Tayeb, M., Early Makuria Research Project. Exca-

vations at el-Zuma, 2017. Preliminary report, Polish 
Archaeology in the Mediterranean 26/1, 339[354.

2018 
Wyżgok M. and El-Tayeb, M., Early Makuria Research 

Project. Excavations at Tanqasi: first season in 2018. 
Preliminary report, Polish Archaeology in the Medi-
terranean 27/1, 273[288.

2021 
El-Tayeb M., and Czyżewska-Zalewska, E. (eds.), 

Early Makuria Research Project. El-Zuma Cemete-
ry (3-vols. Set), Leiden: Brill 2021. https://doi.
org/10.1163/9789004433755

2022
From Faras to Soba - Od Faras do Soby (English [ Arabic 

Version).


