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Yuan Zhongyi 

The Costume Colours of Qin Terracotta Warriors 

The originally coloured warriors bear different colours of r e d 
green, blue, yellow, black, white, etc., each with various tints. 
The application method of the diverse colours is as follows: the 
first coating serving as the background followed by different 
colours for the diverse pieces of clothing. Characteristics of the 
costume colours of Qin warriors are: 
(1) Their costumes are brightly coloured with green, red, violet 

and blue as the chief colours and white and black as auxil
iary tints. The clothing for the upper and lower body are in 
sharp contrast with coloured laces. The colours are warm 
and bright. In the Qin Dynasty, there was no uniform for the 
soldiers. They were expected to prepare their own clothes, 
hence the variation of colours. People at the time were inter
ested in bright colours. 

(2) There was no remarkable difference between off icers and 
simple soldiers in the colour of their dress. Nor was there a 
strict distinction between generals and inter-mediate and 
low-ranking officers. Everyone was free to choose his dress 
colour out of red, green, blue, violet, etc. It is a reflection of 

the free atmosphere of the Qin people at a time when the hi
erarchy of the old slavery had been broken and the new feu
dal system had not yet been established. 

(3) Even for the three ranks of the Qin army: chariot soldiers, 
mounted soldiers and foot soldiers, there was no unified cos
tume colour. The cavalrymen were beginning to wear slight
ly different clothes than the chariot and foot soldiers (Hu 
clothes), but there was no distinction in colour. 

(4) Warriors from the pits wore different armours in different 
colours if they were of different ranks. Only the high-
ranking off icers like generals and the intermediate-ranking 
off icers wore armour with exquisite patterns whereas the 
low-ranking off icers and common soldiers wore black ar
mours. 

The Qin Dynasty used a conscription system under which ar
mours and weapons were issued by the government while 
clothes were prepared by the soldiers themselves. Most of the 
soldiers were farmers. The fo rms and colours of the warrior's 
costumes reflect the taste and life style of the time. 

15 


