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Zhang Zhijun

Review of the Conservation of the Polychromy of the Terracotta Army

The polychromy on the 8000 terra-cotta warriors, which were
originally coloured from head to toe has largely fallen off due to
artificial and natural causes. The remains of the paint layers are
very sensitive and react extensively when excavation takes
place. Extensive research and work have been done in China and
Germany to protect the valuable pigments that remain. Much
headway has been made in this respect. This paper gives, from a

technological angle. a stage-by-stage review of the colour
preservation and the progress made on the research of the poly-
chromy of the warriors since their excavation. It includes com-
ponents of their colouring, coating technology, causes of the
damage and techniques for the protection from the environment.
It also mentions some problems, which need further investiga-
tion, See colour plate 1.



