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Jiang Caipin

Painting Technique in Ancient China

The author of this paper (see colour plate V), who has not only
copied from frescoes in ancient Chinese Dunhuang caves and
Yangle Palace but has also visited many European museums and
churches, holds that ancient Chinese and Europeans were syn-
chronical in the development of painting. There were similarities
in their painting techniques and the pigments they used. This pa-
per explains the history and characteristics of the development
of ancient Chinese painting and also offers a comparison with
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historical European painting (till 15" century). The following
two historical stages will be explained:
(1) Pigment used in China and Europe before Christ
China: Period from Zhou to Han Dynasties
Europe: Period of Ancient Greece and Rome
(2) The Middle Ages
China: Period from Han to Ming Dynasties
Europe: Period from the Middle Ages to the 17" century.



