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Tab. I. Colour of textiles, excavation from tombs of the Warring States Period (206BC-220AD). 
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Lin Chunmei 

The Dyeing of Textiles in the Warring States' Time 

The earliest f ind of textiles in China, dated around 2700 BC is 
f rom the Qianshanyang excavation site in the ZhcJiang 
province. But the textile f indings which are astonishing in both 
weaving technique and ornamentation were produced in the 
Warring States Period (475-221 BC). By this time figured 
gauges, self-patterned monochrome "damasks" and multi­
coloured clothes in warp faced compound were highly spe­
cialised. From their rich colours and splendid ornaments wc 
can imagine the fashion of clothes at the t ime. The dyeing of 
textiles was not popular in those days. Even the ancient 
philosophers, af ter observing the dyeing activity transferred 
the dyeing phenomenon from the material to an intellectual 
sphere, for example: "the textile is sturdy white, so it does not 
become black by dyeing with iron-bearing m u d " of "dyeing 

with green, it becomes green, dyeing with yellow, it becomes 
yellow". 

This paper will focus on the used colorants and the dyeing of 
textiles. The excavation reports from tombs of the Warring 
States Period and written sources before the Han-Dynasty (206 
B C - 2 2 0 AD) are the base. 

Before explaining degumming and dyeing, the fashionable 
colours for textiles will be listed together with their original tra­
ditional terms to give a survey of the then used colorants. The 
used methods for the colouring of the textiles will be discussed: 
the first one relates to the application of pigments on the textiles, 
the second is the dyeing with dyestuffs of plant origin and mor­
dents which will also be described. Finally several arrangements 
of colours on textiles will be shown. See colour plate X. 
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