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Fig. 1. Light dark red silk gauze, 1987 found in the ruins of Qingtai
village (3500 BC), in Xingyang, Henan.
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Fig. 2. Spectrum of five lights and ten colours.
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Tab. 2. Colours from the silk-yarns in the embroideries of the early Qin
Dynasty.
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Tab. 3. Colours of the yarns.
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Fig. 3a, b. Silk painting (details), Western Han (206 BC-24 AD), 1972 excavated in grave No. | at Mawangdui near Changsha, Hunan
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Tab. 4. Powder X-ray diffraction from cinnabar, silk No. 460-1.
B 4.460 - 1 KEFH ERAFE X FRATHREBE.

F4. HE2Z 4601 FRABUR SHILERR X SHENTHHRE LK E

AR 460-1 KA G R4 66 50k N7 i bR B AL R g
BRTFS ST AR d(B) FAXIREE (V1. )| dhTEAIEE d(A) FAXTSREE (1. )
1 3.62 5 3.59 5 HIRHE: 40 Tk
2 3.36 100 3.359 100 RISHH: 208%
3 3.16 26 3.165 28 HMEE: 124
4 2.87 97 2.863 94 FMTEE: 5°-60°
5 2.37 6 2375 9 (20°)
6 2.07 26 2.074 26
7 2.03 9 2.026 12
8 1.98 23 1.98 29
9 1.90 4 1.90 3
10 1.767 15 1.765 21
11 1.735 15 1.735 27
12 1.682 15 1.679 25
13 1.586 5 1.583 5
14 1.564 5 1.562 6
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Tab. 5. Powder X-ray diffraction from Pbs and Hgs of silk-brocade No. 461.
Bl 5. 461 i L2 A& FERKEBEE X HERMTHREEE.

F5.461 FEUKEEE ST, FLRIFHESIEAMT IR L%
H: o ovss SR vs ik ms W iR s 9 m w55 mw K55 vw 5

KL% 461-K (% A Witk
(ASTMS5-0592) (ASTM £ Ji 6-0256)
F5 | dhEMPE dA) | AHXSIREE (1/1.)| SRR d(A) | HXSREE (11.)| ShEEIEE d(A)  [HHXSSREE 1. )
1 3.43 Vs 3.429 84
2 3.35 m 3.359 100
3 3.16 w 3.165 28
4 2.95 VVs 2.969 100
5 2.86 m 2.863 94
6 2.10 s 2.099 57 2.074 26
7 1.98 w 1.980 29
8 1,79 ms 1.790 35
9 1.71 mw 1.714 16
10 1.49 w 1.484 10
11 1.36 W 1.362 10
12 1.33 m 1.327 17
13 1.21 W 1.212 10
14 1.14 w 1.1424 6
15 1.05 W 1.0489 3
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Tab. 6. Powder X-ray diffraction of the white pigment from the silk-brocade No. 461.
B 6. 461 i 285 EayEEBRE X FRGHEEER.

% 6.461 EEEHENS A EARMESAR AT IRE LR

W4 B 5461 EEIS 3 B ZAHASTM £ 1 7-32)
e ST d(A) HRBREE (1. ) REFE db) HISEREE (1. )
1 4,98 m 5.02 55
2 4.46 5 448 55
4.46 65
3 3.51 m 3.500 44
4 3.36 Vs 3.351 >100
5 3.23 m 3.208 47
6 3.01 m 2.999 47
7 2.88 m 2.871 35
8 2.80 w 2.803 22
9 2.59 W 2.589 50
10 2.56 m 2.562 90
11 2.46 w 2.458 19
12 2.01 . m 2.010 75
13 1.65 w 1.653 17
14 1.50 w 1.499 40
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The Dye Colours and Culture on Clothing in Early Qin

In the early Qin Dynasty woven and embroidered clothes were
dyed by using such techniques as dye application, dip-dyeing,
mordant dyeing, printing, etc. Great headway was made in the
technology. The 5500-year-old light crimson silk gauze un-
earthed from the ruins of the Qingtai Village of Henan Province
is a good example of the dyed fabrics in China. Of the three
colours (red, yellow and black) in the Painted-Pottery Culture,
the most individualistic colour used by the primitive tribes on
their utensils was amber.

Over three thousand years ago in the Bronze Culture of the
Xia and the Shang Dynasties, people began to recognise the 5
colours of mineral dyes (green, red, yellow, white, black). The 5
colours originate from the five colours, which are shown in the
colour combination of the inscriptions on bones and tortoise
shells at that time. Ground dye powders such as cinnabar, azu-
rite, stone yellow, black stone, lead white etc. were used to dye
fabrics into brilliant clothes. The fact that people of the Yin Dy-

nasty cherished white shows that they worshipped the sun and
regarded white as auspicious.

The Official Robes of the Zhou Dynasty stipulate that colour
is one of the indications of rank and nobility. The court had 5 dif-
ferent craftsmen (Hua, Hui, Zhong, Kuang and Huang) in charge
of making coloured silk robes. Plant dyes like madder, blue
grass, jasmine, purple grass etc. developed quickly. The then
used techniques such as dip-dyeing, resistdyeing and mordant
dyeing expanded the spectrum. The five principal colours and
their tints advocated by the scholars of Yin and Yang during the
Warring States Period not only refer to the 5 colours (blue, red,
yellow, white and black) but also refer to the 10 tints (green,
crimson, blueish green, violet, Liu Yellow, yuan, reddish black,
light yellow, grey and greenish black), hence the Chinese idiom
“five colours and ten tints” which means brilliantly colourful.
People in the Zhou Dynasty adored red colour and regarded
“red” as noble, which is testified by lots of unearthed embroi-
deries of the Spring and Autumn Period. See colour plate XI.
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