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Fig. 1. The distribution of lacquer trees in China,

P o R A T

whl, PEEE. T REIEERAERE, MZEAREEN
WG 1 T b AR A A bR S A TR AT 0 45 SR A
Koz REFFA T v B A X R0 v R TR ¥ o i v o
B AR A AR DX (DL BT ) o 3N 9 LA 24 ik 250 -
41°46', FKZ 95°30° - 125°20°, ZRPUZY 1500 A8, gty
900 A B, #REFTHRERGE, GFT 22 M X)) 500
AR, HAPppeds. #ide. m)I, ®mK. BN, =8,
il WRERERRE. 2EFEELGERLAE 100 48
PAE)IRF:

& (i [ PR
100-500 6 501-1000 46 | 1000 #H1A |
Bevh | L. FERE. E. (SR, BUE. G| SR, PR
. KRB, KA. ¥, TR
FEK. %BE. HM.
K. #i%E
AL B frib. BR. (F0. B, w@ ¥
B, B, MR sk mE
P B, FR, . | EE. ) b 48
a |®K. REE. 80K,
K HE. JFE
BN | BFRE. AH%E. MR, [KF. HY. &
S, ke, oL i
. %l
=l | ZR. K%, BfE ik
Hilr FoK. HER
] i, G




EREAEHRELL 58 A, B LR 13, HAFE 1000
HEA SR 4 4, BT g 2 4, AOTETB =K SR/
FEEHEREORELL), XM EKRBAHE S EENE

Shang Zongyan, Zhang Jizu and Li Rujuan

The Chinese Lacquer Tree and its Use

China is a country with the greatest lacquer tree population in
the world and its output of raw lacquer accounts for over 80 %
of world production. The raw lacquer, a quality natural paint, has
been eulogised as “the king of paints™. The history of using lac-
quer in China may date back to very ancient times. The legend
goes that when the monarch Yao in the Patriarchal Clan Society
was in power, he had wood cut, shaped and lacquer applied to its
surface to make cooking utensils. Later Yao abdicated and hand-
ed over the crown to Shun, who inherited the lacquer wares and
used them as sacrificial utensils. As Han Feizi (a philosopher in
the Warring States Period) wrote in his book Shiguo, the utensils

R, ZHBE: BMASTHZ, UWEES EREN
H, MHEE.
BRTEHIRAL, HAITE.

were “lacquer black outside and decorated with pictures inside”.
There have been many records in the classics about lacquer trees
as to their place of origin, the plantation and management. the
collection of lacquer, the taxation, etc. Lacquer trees are to be
found approximately between 259 to 41°46° North Latitude and
95°30’ to 125°20" East Longitude, covering 21 provinces (cities
and autonomous regions) such as Shaanxi, Sichuan, Hubei,
Guizhou, Yunnan, Hunan, Henan, ete. Of these places, Shaanxi
is number one in the output of raw lacquer and its output of raw
lacquer is one third of the total in China.
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