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Fig. I. The distribution of lacquer trees in China. 
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The Chinese Lacquer Tree and its Use 

China is a country with the greatest lacquer tree population in 
the world and its output of raw lacquer accounts for over 80 % 
of world production. The raw lacquer, a quality natural paint, has 
been eulogised as "the king of paints". The history of using lac
quer in China may date back to very ancient times. The legend 
goes that when the monarch Yao in the Patriarchal Clan Society 
was in power, he had wood cut, shaped and lacquer applied to its 
surface to make cooking utensils. Later Yao abdicated and hand
ed over the crown to Shun, who inherited the lacquer wares and 
used them as sacrificial utensils. As Han Feizi (a philosopher in 
the Warring States Period) wrote in his book Shiguo. the utensils 

were "lacquer black outside and decorated with pictures inside". 
There have been many records in the classics about lacquer trees 
as to their place of origin, the plantation and management, the 
collection of lacquer, the taxation, etc. Lacquer trees are to be 
found approximately between 25° to 41°46' North Latitude and 
95°30 ' to 125°20' East Longitude, covering 21 provinces (cities 
and autonomous regions) such as Shaanxi, Sichuan. Hubei. 
Ouizhou, Yunnan. Hunan. Henan, etc. Of these places. Shaanxi 
is number one in the output of raw lacquer and its output of raw 
lacquer is one third of the total in China. 
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